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TALES OF MY LANDLORD. 



Ahora (ten, diso el Cura^ iraedmef tenor huUpedf aguetot^ 
libroSf que lo$ guiero ver* Qjue me place, retpondiS el, y en^ 
irando, en su apoientOf iac6 dil una maletiUa vi^a <errada 
con una cadeniUaf y chritndola, halW en ella tret Ubratgrandet 
y unot papelet de may buena letra etcriiot de immOi-— Don 
QuixoTBy Put !• Capituk> 93« 

It is vaighty weU, said tbe priest ; jpnj, laodlord^ faring me 
those books, for I have a mind to see them. With ali mj 
hearty answered the host; and, going to his chamber, he 
brought oiit a little old doke-beg, with a padlock and chain to 
it, and opening it, he took out three large volumes, and, some 
maauscript papers written in a fine character.-* Jarvis'^ 
JVantlation. 



TALE II.— Continued. 



OLD MORTALITY. 



CHAPTER -L 



The curse of growing factiom and divbions 
*Still vex your councils !— -* 

Fenke Preiervedm 

x H£ prudence of Morton found sufficient 
o(!Cupation in stemming tbe furious current 
of these contending parties, when^ two days 
after his return to Hamilton, he was visit- 
ed by his friend and colleague, the Reve- 
rend Mr Poundtext, flying, as he presently 
found, from the face of John Balfour of 
Burley, whom we left not a little in« 
censed at the share he had taken in the 
liberation of Lord Evandale. When the 
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worthy divine had somewhat recruited his 
spirits, after the hurry and fatigue of his 
journey, he proceeded tq give Morton an 
account of what had passed in the vicinity 
of Tillietudlem ^fter tke flaemorable.mornr 
ing of hi^> def^rture. 

The night march of Morton had been 
accomplished with such dexterity, and the 
m^n were so faithful to their trusty that 
Burley received bo intellig^ence of what had 
happened until the morning was far advan- 
ced. His first enquiry was, whether Mac- 
briar and Kettledrummle had arrived agree- 
ably to the summons which he had dis- 
patched at midnight. Macbriar bad come, 
and Kettledrummle, though a heavy travel- 
ler, might, he was informed, be instantly 
expected. Burley then disputcbed a mes- 
senger to Morton's quarters to summon him 
to an immediate council. The messenger 
returned with news that he had left the 
place. Poundtext was next summoned ; 
but he thinking, as he said himself, that it 
was ill dealing with fractious folk, had with- 
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drawn to his own quiet manse, preferring 
a dark ride, though he had been on horse- 
back the whole preceding day, to a re* 
newal in the morning of a controversy with 
Burley, whose ferocity overawed him when 
unsupported by the firmness of Morton. 
Burley's next enquiries were directed after 
Lord Evandale; and great was his rage 
when he learned that he had been convey- 
ed away over night by a party of the 
marksmen of Milnwood, under the imme-* 
diate command of Henry Morton himself. 

" The villain !** exclaimed Buriey, ad- 
dressing himself to Macbriar ; ^* the base^ 
mean-spirited traitor, to curry favour for 
himself with the government, hath set at 
liberty the prisoner taken by my own 
right hand, through means of whom, I 
have little doubt, the possession of the 
place of strength, which hath wrought us 
such trouble, , might now have been in our 
hand^*" 

^^ But is it not in our hands ?" said Mac* 
briar, looking up towards the Keep of the 
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Castle ; " and are not these the colours of 
the Covenant that float over its walls ?'* 

" A stratagem-^a mere trick," isaid Bur- 
ley, *^ an insult over our disappointment, 
intended to aggravate and ernbitter our 
spirits. 

He was interrupted by the arrival of 
one of Morton's followers sent to report to 
him the evaaiation of the place, and its 
occupation by the insurgeiit forbes, Bur- 
Fey was rather driven to fury than recon- 
ciled by the news of this success, * 
. ** I have watched,'* he said — *^ f have 
fought — I have plotted — I have striven 
for the reduction of this place— I have foi-- 
bdrn to seek to head enterprises of higher 
command and of higher honour- — I have 
narrowed their outgoings, and cut oflp the 
springs, and broken the staff of bread with- 
in their walls; and, when the men were 
about to yield themselves to my hand, 
that their sons might be bondsmen, and 
their daughters a laughing-stock to bur 
whole camp, cometh this youth, without a 
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beard on his cliin, and takes it on him to 
thrust hi^ sickle into the harvest, and to 
rend the prey frofn the spoiler ! Surely the 
labourer is woi'thy of his hire, and the city, 
with its captives, should be given to him 
thafc wins it/* 

< «f.j|ay/* said Macbriar, who was sur- 
^ri^ed at the degree of agitation which 
Balfour displayed, " chafe not thyself be- 
cause of the ungodly. Heaven will use 
his own instruments ; and who knows but 

this youth" 

"Hush! hush r said Burley; " do not 
discredit thine own better judgment. It 
was thou that first badest me beware of 
this painted sepulchre — this lacquered 
piece of copper, that passed current with 
me for gold. It fares ill, even with the 
^lect, when they neglect the guidance of 
such pious pastors as thou. But our cart 
nal affections will mislead us— -this un- 
grateful boy's father was mine ancient 
friend. They must be as earnest in their 
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Struggles as thou, Ephraim Macbriar, that 
would shake themselves clear of the clogs 
and chains of humanity/' 

This compliment touched the preacher 
in the most sensible part ; and Barley deem* 
ed, therefore/he should find little difficulty 
in moulding his opinions to the support 
of his own views, more especially as thiey 
agreed exactly in their opinions of church 
government 

** Let us instantly,** he said, " go up to 
the Tower; there is that among the re-^ 
cords in yonder fortress, which, well used, 
as I can usb it,, shall be worth to us a va- 
liant leader and an hundred horsemen." 

" But will these be of the children of 
the Covenant ?" said the preachtrn " We 
have already ' among us too many who 
hunger after lands and silver and gold 
rather than after the word ^ it is not by 
such that our deliverance shall be wrought 
out** 

*' Thou errest," said Rurley ; ** we must 
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work by means, and these worldly meti 
shall be our instruments; at all events, 
the Moabitish woman shall be despoiled 
of her inheritance, and neither, the. malig- 
nant Evandale, nor the Erastian Morton, 
shall possess yonder Castle and lands, 
thongb they may seek in marriage the 
daughter thereof." 

So saying, he led the way to Tillietu- 
dleer, where he seized upop the plate and 
other valuables for the use of the army^ 
ransaeked'the charter room, and other re^* 
ceptacles for family papers, and treated 
with contempt the remonstrances of those 
who'remin^ed him» that the terms granted 
to the garrison had guaranteed respect to 
private property* 

Burley and Macbriar, haying establish* 
ed themselves in their new acquisition, 
were joined by Kettledrummle in the course 
of the day, and also by the Laird of Langr 
cale, whom that active divine had contri« 
ved to seduce, as Pound text termed it. 
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from tlie pure light in which he had been 
brought up. Thus united, they sent to the 
said Poundtext an invitation, or rather a 
summons, to attend a council at Tillietu- 
diem. He remembered^ however, that thfe 
door had an iron grate, and the Keep a 
dungeon, and resolved not to trust himself 
with hiiEf incensed colleagues. He there^ 
fortf retreated, or rather ftcd, to HamiU 
toil, with the tidings, that Burley, Mac- 
briar, and'Kettledrummle, were coming to 
Hamilton as soon as they could collect 8 
body of Cameronians sufficient to overawe 
the rest of the army* 

*^ And ye see," concluded Poundtext, 
with a deep sigh, " that they will then pos- 
sess a majority in the council; for Lahg-i. 
cale, though he has always passed for one 
of the honest and rational party, cannot be 
suitably, or preceesely, termed either fisj;, 
or flesh, or gude red-herring— whoever has 
the stronger party has Langcale;" 

Thus concluded the heavy narrative of 
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honest Mr Pound text, who sighed deeply, 
as he considered the dangers in which he 
was placed betwixt unreasonable adversa- 
ries among$t then)selves and the common 
enemy from without. Morton exhorted 
him to patience, temperi and composure ; 
informed him of the good hope he had 
of negotiating for peace and indemnity 
through, means of Lord Evandale, and 
made out to him a very fair prospect that 
h6 s.hould ag^in retarn to his old parch* 
ment-bound Calvin, his evening, pipe of 
. tobacco^ and his noggin of inspiring ale, 
providing always he would ^afford his 
strong support and concurrence to the 
mieasures which he, Morton,, had taken for 
a general pacification. Thus backed and 
G041) for ted,; Pound text resolved magnani*- 
mouslyto await the coming of the Came^ 
ronians^ 

Bu][ley and his confederates had drawn 
togfsther a considerable body of these sec'* 
taries, amounting to a hundred horse and 
about fifteen hundred foot, clouded and 
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severe in aspect, morose and jeatoos in 
communication^ haughty of lieart, and con- 
fident, as men if ho believed that the pale 
bf salvation was open for them exclusively ; 
that all other Christians^ however slight 
were the shades of difference of doctrine 
from their o\vn, were in fapt little better 
than outcasts and reprobates. These men 
entered the presbyterian camp, rather as 
dubious and suspicious allies, or possibly 
antagonists, than as men who were heartily 
embarked in the same cause, and exposed 
to the same dangers. Burley made no pfi* 
vate visit to his colleagues, and held no 
communication with them oh the subject 
of the public affairs, otherwise than l^ 
sending a dry invitation to them to at- 
tend a meeting of the general council for 
that evening. 

On the arrival of Morton and Poundteaet 
at the place of assembly > they fbund their 
brethren already seated. Slight greeting 
passed between them, and it was easy to. 
see that no amicable conference waS' in« 
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tended by those who convoked the cmin- 
cil. The first question was puk by Mac 
briar^ the. sharp eagerness of whose aeai 
urged him to the van on all occasions, 
. He desired to know, by whose authority 
the malignant, called Lord EvanckUei had 
heen freed from the doom of .^eath justly 
denounced against him. 

^ " By my authority and Mr Morton V' re- 
plied Poundtext^ who, besides being anxi- 
ous to give hia companion a good opinion 
of his counage, coniided heartily in his sup- 
port) and, moreover, had nmcfa les» fesur of 
encountering one of his own profession, 
and who confined himself to the weapons 
of theological controversy, tn which Pound- 
text feared no man^ than of entering into 
debate with the stern homicide Balfour. 
^ ^^ And who, brother,^ said Kettledrummle, 
^ who gave you commissioiv t6 interpose in 
such a high matter ? 

^* The tenor of our commission,'* answer- 
ed Poundtext, ** gives us authority to bind, 
and to looser If Lord fivandale was just- 
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ly doomed to die by the voice of ottc of 
our number, he was of a surety lawfully 
redeemed from death by the warrant of 
two of us." 

" Go to, go to," said Burley, '^ we know 
your motives; it was ta send that silkr 
worrri — that/gilded trinket — that embroi- 
dered trifle of a Lord, to bear terms of 
peace'to the tyrants* 

'<< It was so;" ret)lied Morton, who saw 
his companion begin to flinch before the 
fierce eye of Balfour-^" it was so ; and 
what then ? — Are we to plunge the nation 
in endless war, in order to pursue schemes 
which are equally wild, wicked, and un. 
attainable?" 

' ^^ Hear him !" said Balfour ; ^^ he blasr- 
phemeth.'* 

, ** It is false," said Morton.; " they bias- 
phenie who pretend to expect miracles and 
neglect the use of the human means with * 
which Providence has blessed them. I re« 
peat it — ^Our avowed object is the re-estaf» 
blishment of peace on fair and honourably 
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terma of security to our religion and our 
liberty. We disclaim any desire to tyran- 
nize over those of others." 
• The debate would now have run higher 
than ever, but they were interrupted by 
intelligence that the Duke of Monmouth 
had commenced his march towards the west, 
and was already advanced half way from 
Edinburgh. This news silenced their divi« 
sioas for the mome;nt, and it was agreed that 
the next day should be held as a fast of ge« 
neral humiliation for the sins of the land ; 
that the Reverend Mr Poundtext should 
pleach to the army in the mormng, and Ket« 
tledrummle in the afternoon ; that neither 
should'touch upon any topics of schism or 
of division,.but anijnatejhe soldiers to re* 
sist to the blood, like brethren in the good 
cause. This healing overture having been 
agreed to, the moderate party, ventured 
upon another proposal,- confiding that it 
would have theLsupport of Langcale, who 
looked extrenie)y blank at the news which* 
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they bad just received, and might be sap* 
posed recoAvetted to moderate 'meararesi 
It was to be presumed, they said^ that 
sinoe the King bad not entrusted the com- 
mand of his forces upon the present occa- 
sion to any of their active oppressors, but, 
on the contrary, had employed a man of 
gentle temper, and of a disposition favour- 
able to their cause^ there must be some 

better intention entertained towards them 

< 

than they had, yet experienced. They con-^ 
tended, that it was not only prudent but 
necessary to ascertain, froin a communica- 
tion with the Duke of Monmouth, wbo: 
ther he w^ not charged with some secret 
instructions in their favour. This could 
only be learned by dispatching an envoy 
to his army. 

^< And who will undertake the task F^ 
said Burley, evading a proposal too reason- 
able to be openly resisted—^** Who will go 
up to their camp, knowing that Grahame 
of Clav^house hath sworn to hang ug 
whomsoever we shall dispatch towards 
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them, in revenge of the death of tha 
young man hw nephew r" 

'* Let that be no obstacle," said Morton ; 
'^I will with pleasure encounter any risk 
attached to the bearer of your errand*'' 

^' Let him go," said Balfour, apart to 
Macbriar ; *' bur councils will be well rid 
of his presence." 

The motion, therefore^ received no con* 
tradiction even from tbofse who were ex-* 
pected to have been most active in oppOf 
sing it, and it was agreed that Henry 
Morton should go to the camp of the 
Duke of Monmouth in onien. to discover 
upon what terms the insurgents would be 
admitted to treat with him. As soon as 
his errand was made known, several of the 
more moderate party joined in requesting 
him to make terms upon the footfng of 
the petition entrusted to Lord Evandale's 
hands ; for the approach of the King's 
army spread a general trepidation, by no 
means allayed by the high tone a^umed 
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by the Cameronians^ which had so little to 
support it, exceptiQg their own headlong 
zeal. Wi th, these, instruotionsy and with 
Cuddle as his attendant. Morton set forth 
towards the. royal camp at all the risks 
which attend those who assume the office 
of mediator during, the heat of civil dis*- 
cord. , : ' 

- Morton had not proceeded si^t. or seven 
miles before he. perceived that he wa& on 
the point of falling in with the ^an of the 
royal forces; and, as he ascended a height^ 
saw aU the roads in the.neighbourhpod. oc- 
cupied by armed men marching in' great 
order towards Bothwell-muir, an open com- 
mon, on which they proposed to encamp 
for that evening, at the distance of about 
two miles from the Clyde, on the farther 
side of which river the army of the insur- 
gents was encamped. He gave himself up 
to the first advanced guard of cavalry 
which he met, and communicated his wish 
to obtain access to the Duke of Mon* 
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mouth. The non-commissioned officer who 
comnmanded the party made his report to 
his superior, and he again to another in 
still higher command, and both immediate- 
ly rode to the spot where Morton was de< 
tained. 

' ** Ytou are but losing your time, 'my 
friend, and risking your life/' said one of 
them^ addressing Morton ; *^ the Duke of 
Monmouth will receive no terms from 
traitors yith arms in their hands, and your 
cruelties have been such as to authorize 
retaliation of every kind/* ■-■ \ 

*' I cannot think," said Morton, " that 
even if the Duke of Monmouth should con« 
sider us as criminals, he would condemn so 
large a body of his felbw-subjects without 
even hearing wl)at they have to plead for 
themselves. On my part I fear nothing. 
I am conscious of having consented to, or 
authorized no cruelty, and the fear of suf- 
fering innocently for the crimes of others 
shall not deter me from executing my 
commission.'' . 



^ 
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% 

V 

The two officers looked at each otbeh 

^' I have an idea/^ said the younger, 
^* that this is the young man of whom 
Lord Evandale spofce** • 

*^ Is my Lord Evandale in the army ?** 
said Morton. 

" He is not," replied the officer ; " we 
left him at Edinburgh too much indisposed 
to take the field — Your name> sir, I pre* 
sume, is Henry Morton r" .. 

♦* It is, sir,*' answered Morton. 

" We will not oppose your seeing the 
Duke, sir," said the officer, with more ci-f 
vility of manner; ^* but you may iisure 
yourself it will be to no purpose ; for, 
were his Grace dispoi»ed to favour your 
people, others are joined in commission 
with him who will hardly consent to his 
doing so.'* 

'^ I shall be sorry to find it thus^" said 

Morton, ^^ but my duty requires that I 

should persevere in my desire. to have an 

interview with "him." 

" Lnmley," said the superior officer^ 



/ 
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^ lei the Duke know of Mr Morton'g arri- 
val^ and remind his Grace that this is the 
person of whom ^brd Evandale spoke so 
highly-" 

The officer returned with a message that 
the General could not see Mr Morton' that 
evening, but would receive him by times 
on the ^ensuing morning: He was detain* 
ed in a neighbouring cottage all night, 
but treated with civility, and every thing 
provided for his accommodation* £arly 
on the next morning the officer he bad 
first seen came to conduct him to his au- 
dience* 

The army was drawn out^ and in the act 
of forming column for march, or attacks 
The Duke was in the centre^ nearly amile 
from the. place where Morton had passed 
tii>e night. In riding towards the General, 
he bad an opportunity of estimating the 
force which had been assembled for the 
suppression of this hasty and ill-concerted 
insurrection. There were three or four re- 
giments of ^glishy the flower of Charles's 
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army— there were the Scottish LifeGhiards) 
burning with desire to revenge thek late 
defeat — other Scottish regiments of regu- 
lars were also assembleds and a large body 
of cavalry, consisting partly of gentlenoten 
volunteers^ partly of the tenants of the 
crown who did military duly for their 
fiefs. Morton also observed several strong 
parties of Highlanders di^awh from' the 
points nearest to the lowland frontiers, a 
people particularly obnoxious to the west- 
ern whigs, and who hated and despised 
them in the same proportion. These were 
assembled under their chiefsi and made 
part of this formidable array. A complete 
train of field-artillery accompanied the 
army ; and the whole had an air so impo- 
singi that it seemed nothing short of an 
actual miracle could prevent the ill-equip* 
ped, ill-modelled, and tumultuary army of 
the insurgents from being utterly destroy* 
ed. The officer who accompanied Mor- 
ton endeavoured to gather from bis looks 
the feelings with which this splendid and 

4 
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^-wful parade of tnilitary force had im« 
pressed him. But, true to the cause he 
had espoused, he laboured successfully lo 
prevent the anxiety which he felt from apr 
peaxing in his countenance, and looked 
around him, on the warlike display as on a 
sight which he expected, and to which be 
was indifferent, .- . .• 

^^ You see the entertainment prepared 
for you," said the officers. 

'* If I had no appetite for it/' replied 
JViorton, " I would not have been accom* 
panying you ^at this moment*. Bjut I shall 
be better pleased with a more peaceful re- 
gale, for the sake of all parties." 

As they spoke thus, they approached the 
commapder-in-'chiefj who, surrounded by 
several officers, was seated upon a knoll 
commanding an extensive prospect of the 
distant country,, and from whichcould be 
easily discovered the windings of the ma- 
jestic Clyde and the distant camp of the 
insurgents on the opposite bank. The of- 
ficers of the royal army appeared to be sur« 



veymg tbegrouod With the pwpose of di- 
jecttnganimtnediate attack. Wh«n Cap- 
tain Lumlcy, the officer who a«coropamed 
Morton,, bad' whispered iii Monmouth s 
ear his »ani«.a»d «raiid„the Duke made 
a signal for aU arouod him to retire, ex- 
oept^ng only t«o getieral irflcew of dis- 
tinction. While they spolje together- m 
whispers for: a few minutes hefore Mortoa 
was permitted toiid*ai»ce» he had time to 
study tife appearance of the persons^ with 
whom he was to treat.' 
. It was impossibte for any one to look 
wpon the Duke of Monmouth without be- 
ing captivated by hispertonal graces and 
accon>plisbfflent«, of which the great high- 
priest of »U tiw nine afterwards recorded— 

* Whatever he «d ytM done with bo wudi ease, 
; JaWm*l<»e'W8«w*»nrftoplea«e; 
. HwniotkHiB allaccompapMd with grace, 
Aad Piuadise was opened in Ws face." 



Yet, to a strict observer, the roanly^beau- 
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isf af MoBsiottth^i Ace vaa oceasfoor* 
ally raidered leaa striking liy w air of y^ 
ctUatioB attd wictfrti^nlyi whioh seemed toi 
imply hesitation and doi^ at ttomeat«^ 
wlien deeisive resoiiiyon was most neees- 
«aiy. 
i BtfMie bun atotod ClavohMne. wliott 
we kai^ already fully described^ gad an- 
i other general «ifioer» wh^e appeairajiee 
) was Jifigalarly striking; His dress was«f 
]' the antiiiiie fiuhioai of Ghaelea the First's 
tinie, and composed of shaoiey leather^ cis» 
k riously slashed and covered wifth antique 
lace and garniture. His hoots and spurt 
td mi]^l be Mfermd ko the same distant pe-^ 
[i- ried; tie woaeahreaslhplate^ over which do- 
^ flcended a grey heard of venesahie lengthy 
which he cherished -as a marie of monrning^ 
for Chasles ^e:Fifsty having never sharied 
since that mooadrch wm bixmght to the 
scaffdd. His head was aneovered^ and al^ 
moot petieotly faaU.. His. high and wfinr 
Ucd faaehea^ pieseiAg grey eyei^ and 
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mailed features, evincecl ageuubiroketv by 
itffirmity^ and ste^rn resalutioa iinsofj^f |3^4 
by bumamty. Such i& the ^utlinei Hov^ 
ever feebly expres^d, of the celebr^tjed 
General Thomas DalzelV^ ^nan more fearr 
ed and hated by the whigs than even Cla^- 
verbouse himself^ and who ^^xecuited the 
same violences agaiQst them out of a dCi* 
testation of their persons^ or perhaps mxn-' 
^ate severity of tefnpar> which Grahaine 
only res^erted,ta on political aceo]unl4S, as 
the best mean^s of inttmidattpg..the fql|[ip«i^ 
ersof presbytery^ and ^f destroymg that 
sect ^entirely./ . ^;- . ; .«;. ^ .:*.,. 

• The presence of these two g(enerds/.if||ie 
of whom he knew by person^ aiid tfae^ther 
by description, seemed 4a Morton decisive 
of the fate of his embassy. . Btity notwU|ir 
standing his yputh and inexperien^i/^i!^ . 
the unfavourable reception wbicli^ h^,prp> 
posals .seemed likdy to meet w4th, -be ad- 
vanced boklly towards them upqn rec^ vin^ 
a^ signal tp that j)iirppse, . jdeterimsed t)i9$ 
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the oaase cf fan cbuntry/ and of those witli 
ivfyom he had taken up arins» should suffer 
nothing from being entrusted to him» 
Monmouth received him with the graceful 
courtesy which attended even his slight* 
est aetions ; Diklzell regardied him with a 
rtem, gloomy, and iin patient frown; and 
6larerhottse| with a sarcastic smile and in* 
clination of his head, seemed to claim him 
air'an old acquaintance. 
* "iYou come,, sir, from these unfortunate 
people," said the Duke of Monmouth, '^and 
your naniie, I believe, is Morton; wiU you 
favour us with the purport of your er-« 
»«rdH* 

i/iicjt is contained; my Lord/* answered 
Morton, ^^ in a paper, termed> a Remons- 
trance and Supplication, which my Lord 
£vandjde has placed, 1 presume, in your 
Grace's handi P'* - 

** He baf done so, sir,** answered the 
Duke; '^ and I understand, from Lord 
Bvandale^ that Mr Morton has behaved ia^ 
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t%ese unbapp;^ matters' wiikMtth te»ftf4 
ranee kixA ^(enerraity^ for HvUldif I hwt%0 
irtqtkest bik atcq>tanctB t>f tijr tfaknlmi'' 

Here M6tt6i^ t)l»ef ved Bftkrdtihftke tfl 
liead imiignaiitiy; ind nrfaUj^fd^flomekliMy 
into ClaveVhoikse's ea^ Wte smik^ w re^ 
him, and elevated his tejrebrd«ra^ but m i^ 
degree so sitght as scarce to 4»epefc^ti%lei 
Tiie Pttke^ taking Cbe |ieti«ioli fnim hH 
pocket, proceeded, obTtotiriy sthkg^ng 
betwebii the sathre getatleness of iAs'cmn 
dfsposii^oni anx! bis dmktiettohi thaC iIm 
petititoers demailided im ^mbtt ibaoi tlnsir 
fights^ anfl tbc desire, Mi tfie other 'hMn^ 
of cnforcmg the king's authority andtlMi^ 
plying with fche kteraer'opiiiiom of tb# eoU 
leagfies in office, who had be^n assigttM 
for the put|ydse of con^troHitig m wfU -m 
advising faim. / 

** There are, Mr Morton, ill tills y^f^ts 
prbposais, as to the abstract pr^>ntty'of 
#hidh I n^ust now #aive dbUv^ing 4Mi|f 
opihioB. Some v( thteto ilji^pear to Ue i«f? 
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tbe 8utg(set> jet X MAnre. yQii» MrMortoPt 
and I jiicMige mjF honour, that I viU intern 
pose ID your behalf, and use my utmost inn 
ittooce to prtciire you s^tisfftctlo^ from 
hit Ihgntj^ But you will uoderatand^ 
tliatJcujMly treat with ^upplicaBts, nob 
w^h TthoU; aadr at » prehjRiinary to ^very 
a0t ^ iavour oa . niy tidcg I irast insUt 
.upon your followers layipg dmru their 
ai»s aad dispersing th^i^eWcM/' 
; ^^ To do MOp my lord Duke,^ replied 
j^ortosi, undauntedly^ *y were to aekdows*^ 
ledge ourMlyes the rebels that our ene* 
4Mf a term .us. Our ssrard^ are drawn for 
reeoysry of a hirthrsi^t wrested from: 
^is} yp\ur Grace's moderation and good 
sense has admitted the general justice of 
oar jdemandirr-a demand whieh would 'ne*. 
¥er:?bai»e heea liedienefi to had it not been 
Meompaiucd wkh the souod of the trunir 
pet* We caftBiit, .therefqre^ and dare noi 
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ky down our arms, eiren on your Gnoei* 
i9ififa&c^ of indeouikyy uplessit we» ac* 
companied with some reasonable |»iosp«ct 
of the redress of the wrongs wbieb we eomf 
l>lain of*' ' \ 

• '^ Mr Morton/- replied the Duke, '^you 
are young) but you must have seen enough 
ef the world to perceive that requests^ by 
no means dangerous in themselves^ may 
become so by the way in which they.M* 
pressed and supported/^ h> 

" We may reply, -my Lord/' ansfirefed 
lifortony ^^ that this disagreeable mode has 
not been^ resorted to until allothers have 
foiled.'^ '^^ ,;: 

"Mr Morton,*' said the Duke, 'VLmust 
break this conference short. We are in 
readiness to commence the attack^ yet J 
will suspend it for an hour, until you can 
communicate my answer to the insurgenti^ 
If they please to disperse their folio wers^ 
lay dowvi their arms, and send a peaceful 
deputaticm to ip^ I will consider myself 



bottisd ia faonour tsar^ aU I can. td wocnre 
ftdresi of thcif gri^yaons; if not^ let tbem 
staiid (tt Cheiff grard and expect the oott* 
.sec|cieite6«>«^I think, gentlemeii/' he added^ 
turoiDg^to his twro colleagues, ^* this U the 
tttmoist length to which I can stretch tny 
jo^traottOQf kk favour of these ipiagutded 
yeraoJbfr . ; 

\ f^By my faith,'' answered Dalzell, sud^ 
^taity, ^* 4(nd it is a kngtb to which my 
poor judgment duratnot have stretched 
them, considering I had^botb the King and 
my conscience to ^answer to« But, doubN 
iess^ your Grace knows more of the Kitfg's 
jpiivate mind than we» who have only tlie 
•letter of our. instructions to look, to*'' 

Monmouth blushed deeply. "You hear,? 
he said, addressing Morton, " CveneralDal* 
sell blamfss me for the length which I am 
disposed to go in your favour/' . 

" General Dalzeirasentiments, my Lord,!* 
tepUed . Morton, *^are such as we expect 
from him ; your Grace's such as we were 
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*prepartd to hope 7041 aright pleaw to em 
tertaiti; but I caxmot help adding; that, in 
fhe case of the ahsoliite aubmiiBskm upon 
.Hrhich you are pleased to iosisii it iii%fat 
still remain something lets than doubtitil 
bow far, with such conns^llors around the 
'King, evcTn your Orace^s inteKession might 
procure us effectual relief. But I wilt eofl^ 
municate to our leaders your Grace-s an- 
swer to our supplication ; abd, since we 
cannot obtain peace, we must bid war "Wel- 
come as well as we may.** 

^ Good morping, sir,^ said the Duke* 
^* 1 suspend the movements of attack for 
onehoor, and for one hour only. If yon 
have an answer to return within that space 
of time, I will receiveit here, and earnest* 
]y entreat it may be such as to save the ef* 
fusion of blood*** 

At this moment another smile of deep 
meaning passed between Dalzell and Cla-* 
verbouse. The Duke observed it, and Uh 
peated his words with great dignity « 



- - • ^ 

^Smm^ ^ \MqA. I htpe, the Aeiitim»t 
neither needs your scoroj sor incurs youn 
d»pJqM»Be*'* ; 

. I)9i»ell reit)M9i«d 4ie JOukeV frova widi 
^ »^o ^1 wf)& . but mude no 9a%wtXf CUh 
y§rbw«f(i bfs lip jiu»t purled with an iroivi 
caI Stmilgy bPV^d^ ajEid aaidi *' It vr%% nat 
for him to judge the propriety of faU 

Tbe DMlfLe made « sigMl i9 Morton to 
W?4hdr»yf. He obeyed ; >ndt accomfHUiied 
Jiy bi» foiPWPf ciijort, rode slowly through 
tb^^iSiy :tp f etefp to the ounp of the n«ui 
cp9forp9.i%t9. As he pamed the fine oorpji 
of Life Guards, he found Claverhouse mw 

^rp«!y *^ tl?cir he^df That o^cer no 
•ppRipr 9?W Morton, tlym be sdynncccl aofit 
Afj^re^^d him vi^ |i|frfftQt poUteaeM of 
n^ajwer. 

" { tM9)c thi4 i» qpti the fifst timA I 
^jive s^fni Mr MpfWn of Milawood r^ 
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1 ^ It is ndt Coloii^l ^Grahame'^ fftult,'* 
aaki Morton, smiling. ^Uialy^ 'V, that tie! or 
sipy.one else shoi)l4 h^ now Anc<mmodti 
by my presence/': 

*^ Allow me at least to say," xep^ttdtCltL^ 
rerhouse, ^^ that Mr Morton's present si^ 
tviation authorizes the- opinion I bave^ €&» 
lertained of^hioii and that ^my proceeditiga 
At our last tneeting only squared to noiy 
dutyrf'*-' , - ' .• ^; • " ' ■■'"■..' • 'V, :'■ 

** To reconcile your aetions to your duty^ 
and your duty to ydvtf conscience^ is your 
busmess, Colonel Grahame, not mine/' said 
Morton, justly offended at being tbiiSi in 
a manner, required: to approve ^of the sen- 
tence under whiefa l(ie faad^so nearly suf^ 
fered; 

'^ Nay, but stay an instant/*' said Claver» 
house ; ^^Evandale insists that I have son>e 
wj'o&gs to acquit myself of in your in* 
stance. T trust I sbatl always make' some 
difference between a high-minded gentle* 
man^ who, though misguided, acts upon 



^eii«t)ii8 prinetple^i and the crazy fanati- 
Jdl'^owns yonder; with the bload-thirsty 
iisiateiiis who he«d them; thereforer )^ 
they do n9t disperse upon your return^ let 
me ^y you instantly come over to ojir 
army atid surrenda" yoiirself, for, be assii- 
«eil5 >they wilt not stand on r assault for 
iiflfanhQttr. If you liriU be ruled and d6 
fins, be sure to enqjatre . for me, Mon- 
mouth> strange as it may seem, caiinat 
pfoteet you**-DalzelI will not-^l both can 
mad will; and I have promised to Evan- 
dale to do so if you will give me an oppor* 
lunity.^ 

i " I should 01V6 Lord Evandale my 
Uianks/' answered Morton coldly, ^f c^id 
not his scheme imply an opinion that I 
n)sgkt be prevailed on to desert those with 
wibii»in I am engaged. For you. Colonel 
Grabame, if .you will honour me with a 
di^fierent species of satisfaction, it is pro^ 
Imble, that,^ in an hourV time, you. wifl 
£nd me at the west end of Both well Bridgjfi 
with my sword in my hand,'* 
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^* I shall be happy to neet yo« tbeit^ 
Cla:mhottse^ ^' but tti U more so sfaoudd 
yon think better on my first pioponK^ • 

They then sahited tttd ittffted. 

'* That is a pretty lad» Lnmleyi^' sa»d 
Ctaverhonse, addressing himself to the 
other officer ; ** but he is a lost oian-^fais 
blood ^be upon his head/' 

So say tag) he addressed himself 'to the 
task of preparatran for sastan* battle. 






CHAfTER n. 

§ ^ « « « • I . 

3ot;t)Miik! Ih^ t«QLt hM cfamge^ iM TQiQc^ 

There's pea<^ and r^t nae langer. 

BVKKS^ 



* »- » 



WoEii Itfwton litAleft tlve irell-ordered 
ovtpoatt of the reunite «rmy, tnd arrived 
at these #hich were mafntaitied %y hia 
dwn party, he eould not tutt be ptcultariy 
seBsiMe of the dHVerenee of discipline; and 
entertain a proportional degree of fear for 
the eonseqnenees. The same discords which 
agitated their counsels raged eren among 
llietr meanest followers ; and their picquets 
and patroles were more interested and oc« 
cupied in disputing the true occasion and 
causes of wrath» and defining the limits of 
Erastian hcfresy, than tn looking out for 
and observing the motions of their ene* 
miesy though within hearing of their drums 
and trumpets. 
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There wsrs a guard, however, potted at 
the lodg and narrow bridge of Bothwt^ 
orer which the enemy must neeessariiy ad^ 
vance to the attack; but^ })ke the otherii; 
they were divided and disheartened; $m6p 
entertaining the idea that jtfaey were pOi€ed 
on a, desperate service, they eveii.mecNU 
tated withdrawing thettii^lves to thd main 
bodyt This wouM imve l>eeii utter i^iii; 
^r, on the deduce ot losr of this passj 
^he £(vt|ine of the day was most lifceiy Ut 
depend ; all * beyond it was a plain Ofn^ 
^eld, excepting a few; thickets of no great 
^eptb^ and, consequently, was grot||id pn 
]ivhich t^e imdiscipiined forces ^f the iniii 

surgents, deficient as they were in cavalryi 

• 

find totally unprovided with artillery^ weia* 
altogether unlikely to withstand' the shock 
of regular troopSf > 

. Morton, therefore^ viewed the pas9 
carefully, and formed the hope^ that b;. 
occupying two or three h(^uses on the U(% 
bank. of the. river, with the copse aii4 
thickets of alders and hazels that lined its 

5 
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«td^*«H^ by blockftdiQg the paaaage itself, 
M^^ahutting tilie> gates of a portali which, 
mfiogding to^ the oM fMbioo, was built oq. 
the eoBtMl arch of the bridge of JBothwell, 
it^wght be easily idefe.iide4; against a vety 
liyciiof foicf # ; He ssraed direetions ac* 
4X>rdiiiglyt and comsoanded the parapets 
4if the bridge, on tbe farther side of the 
pevtidi to be throw* downi that they 
might afford 90 protectioo to the enemy 
when they should attempt the pasnge^ 
Ifojrton then conjured the party at thi» 
important post to be watchful and upon 
ifaeiff guard, and promised them a speedy 
and strong reinforcement. He caused theni 
|o advance videltea beyond the river ta 
watch t)ie progress of the enemy, wbicb 
ou&^postSr he directed should be withdrairii 
to the left bank as soon as they apprc^ch* 
edj finally^ he charged them to send re« 
gular information to tlie main body of al( 
diat they should observe. Men under ^rms^ 
and. in a sitnatiois of danger, are u&u^y 



qkeiH and wtdi belileff bof^e mA JlMftfA tl^ 
tliegr had bbfiote, ihay beg^b id €wti% tipf l< 
position m the jmMfier be reMWHiM^fdi 
apad Mw hna deparib with tfai)0a lo|i4 $;dbi(Sfirib; 
.MMtoft Aov gprilofif d h^$«ly tov^rd^f 
i^m^hoijtyat this. iMiirgeots^ hmt WM 
8pT|Mtised and islMeked^at tho wm^ ;pf <^f 
f aiJuQii. iind oianiaaf vi^hi^b it # xhibtteidi fiA 
thtf moment ii^heii good ofder and QCtmotti 
wai» of aiich iC0«i»tial Qaa9i4i^einw^ li^n 
sjtead laf haiag dnwip up ip tin/i itf l^aAtilii 
»d iisfcMiupg to the iMmiiaadf ;of jihi^k ofir 
fker9, ifaqr were fii0Vking togother mi j^ 
€»a(fiMe4 waas that rolled ged a^Bbatcd iU 
afif likfe the inravei ef J^ aeai Wibile 4 
thiQ4iaati4. toagaai apake, x)v iaiher rviwi&t 
vatedt and not a siagle mt w^f femuid to 
iMiteiu SeandaUaed At » acne ao Mttraorf 
^Kaati^y Mortoa<.eQdea«FOwed ta vMiu&his 
Yay J^Qiigb ^ ptMi toiaany and, if pme 



tSiie^ to ntmrt tiie omise ef tUt m tttt» 
tsmeisr^tonicar. WIAk he b that engaged^ 
n^ ftBttt mnin tite roKter acqilatntod with 
that winch he ima aeme t»ie id disaiK 
vtrong; • ^ •. •: 

The immg^ftts had proceeded to hold' 
dieir da^ ttf httiniHatioD, whichi dgneeaWf 
to the fitacttcft of the jmriitaM^dQriqg the 
•earlier civti nmr/ they cixnidareid m tht 
»Mt eiledtual* mode of sbhiing all dHft- 
icidtm aod twaiyiag all diiotts^ioqa. A 
tenipQttry pulpiti or tent^ wai cfeqted ifi 
the middle cf Ae eneatepment ; wbieh^' 
acco r d ing to the faced amai^ementy waa 
first to fae Qociipied by the Reverend Peter 
•Poundfext^ 'to whom ^ post of honmir 
;wa8 assigned, as lihe eldest clergy man pr^ 
fltitt But at the worthy diTioe» with sloif 
and stately etepSy #a9 advancing tdaitards 
the rpstrjum which hod beeii prepared for 
diiln; he Was prevented by the unexpected 
apparition of Habbakuk Mucklewrathi the 
insane p'reacbei', wlMMeappwraoee had so 
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miieh startled Morton at the ^6nt cofmc^ 
of the insurgents after their vicii^iaib 
Loudon-hilK It is-not known wbetiier^hil 
was acting under the influenee and instil 
gation of the Cameronians, or wfaether^ba 
was merely impelled by bis own agttntecl 
imagination^ and the temptation of-airai^ 
.cant pulpit befbre him^ to seise the oppoi^ 
Itinity 6f exhortitig so respecb^Ue a od^ 
|;regatk>n. It is onj^. certain* that he:toolt 
occasicm by the foreh^ds, sprung into the 
pu^it, cast his eyes Wildly rcnwd him* 
and/ undismayed by the murmurs of many 
of the auditece^ opened the Bible, riad 
forth as bis text from the thirtem^th cfaap^ 
tei^ of Deuteronomy, ** Certain men^ the 
children: of Belial, are g^e out from amon^ 
you, land have withdrawn the inhabitants 
of their city, saying, let us go serve other 
gods which you have . not known ;'' and, 
.then rushed at once into the mids^.of bis 
i5ub}ect. ' .: 

i The harangue of Mucklewratli wai as 
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Wild atid ez:tnvagaQt u &is intrusion wti 
nnavtborised and untioieljr; bnt it vtii 
pmrokHigly eohcrenti in so far as it tttra-* 
ed entirely o|K)n the very snigeots bf dis» 
oord^ of which it- bad been agreed to ad^ 
jaura the eensidevatidn nntii some more 
sattableopporlnntty. Not a single topic 
didt be omit wbieh bad oiintce in it ;. And, 
after charging the . moderate party vritb 
heresy^ with crooobing to tyranny^ with 
seeking to be at peace with Ood*s enemies^ 
he applied to Morton, by mmei the charge 
that he had been one of those men of Be^ 
Hal, whoi in the words of his text^ had gone 
01^ from amongst them to withdraw the in^ 
habitants of his city, and to go astray after 
&ise Gods. To him, and all who followed 
bin. Of approved x>i hir conduct, Muckle* 
wrath. denounced fury and vengeattcei.and 
exhorted those who would hpld^themselves 
pur6<aad.iindefiied to come uip from < the 
midst of them/ 

: *' Fear not,'' be said, 'v because of the 
neighing of horses^ or the glittering of the 
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bcwuAe pS th; f M0iy, though ih^y nayi^lMi 

ro€k asi our f ook ; b^ w the abaU t tki#iMMi4 
iy befiem eQfi, and twajntk tw ftb^iiitapl 
to ^e Jl^^ ! ; J dreaiaed at Jji tlie YiimM 
of :tbe nighty jmdi thfi Tciioe w^i ' liabdai 
j^ttki t^ke thy fiuoi and pufgps tlMiowhflEttt 
from the^du^i tkat thc^ b^mot both^ooM 
imiad.wifch tht fire^of indfgBatioii. vidjtfaa 

tbit HenayMortonr^ftbii infdklunl Achaaj 
wb0 bath bfooght the vA0Qacie4^^hiB9 
amosigyey a&dmadcibjRiiiflf faratiaEoam 
ii» camp of the coepiyrr^ako bin aB# 
atone bim wilfa atoneti and ^reaftef.faama 
bsm mth ;fijre, that the wrath u^yiefmt 
from the ebildren of the Ocarontat. Mm 
bath not taken a Babylopuah gurnittiiti hsoM 
be hatfaa^ the garment of rigbtcsottSMa» 
to the woman of Babylcm-^bebatbnatita^ 
ken tMH) bundled shekda'nf fifiejihier/ but 
be hath bartend v^e :triiti),.wfaidi.ui.n^p 



pamiam tfatti rildkel0.tif «iKi^r or. wtdgM 

: At tfats fc t ib i is diiuif^ 4»rotigiik to noen 
pecfenlfyi «(|paishit one of (ten* moMaoitFO 
tioMtaniAilaidy *be audieiice broke e«t kitd 
fc pflt HumiuiHi ^maa denmadin^p tkat Umm 
tlmidd oittantlj ibfe ai» iicew^ eStetioA tif j«a< 
OM^.: htto Miiob office votie sbtooiil berei 
afitarimnlfMltei who hod^ in tfaotr |»hraM^ 
Iwefattd «f tbid idmh wmM efctorttd, «i 
t0flifi*m0d^fneke or iMs with nhc: hM^miB 
aiioarny tioM t>f the tinn. Wbile^iftrii^ 
ynti the (Amtmrii^f li>e Cinneroiitanv tiieyi 
fociliraMd IomHjt^ that those wlio Udom 
wt "until tfanii "iww igoiMt «ilefn».-«H^ahttti4: 
#np^flOitiflie 00- rdin^Oiik 4i>e nBuMtaattlii 
I^Btt /xtf «l» Mvndmtddi «mJAna*yr «f tbo 
@teMb, if tbttjp' ospocttcL a Wnshq^ ok 
dMir mi«» oiMl tfaetf ciaoac;; tad /Umt| » 
•Mr <i9«i> ft lakovam 'VtmbpMmui mat 
littler bMUcp ttaw liFvdKttst, attJtaiti'CO*! 

littttmtial Mm^tpaoft land dft£eQ(icMi ^mn 
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the truth, with scorn and itidignation, and 
charged their accusers with breach of fmtl^^ 
a& well as with wtiMDjg^headed and extrava- 
gant zeal in introducing such divisions in'' 
to an army, the joint strength of which 
could not| by the nu»t sanguine, be judged 
more than sufficient to face their enemieii. 
Poundtext, and one or two ^others, made 
some faint efforts to stem the inereasiog: 
fiiry of the faotions^ exciaiming to those of 
the other party, in the words of the Patrt* 
a?ch,*r-^^ Let there be no strife^ I pray tbee^ 
between me and thee, and between fthy^ 
herdsmen and my herdsmen,^ for we be 
bfirethren.'* — No pacific overture could pos* 
sifoly obtain audience*. It was in vain that 
even Burley himself, when he saw the dis* 
sension proceed to such ruinous lengths^ 
exerted his sternand deep vosoe» comma»d<^ 
iog silence and obedience to disciplinei. 
The spirit^ of insubordination i had; gome 
forth, and it seemed as if the exhortatic» 
of Habbakuk Mncklewrath had communL 
cated a part of his frenzy to all who beard 



• 

The w^stft or inore timid part of t!be 
atiembly/ were already witbdrawing%hem«i 
selves from the Jieldi imd giving tip their 
cause as lojst Oth^a were moderating ar 
hftrmonious call^ as they somewhat impro : 
J)erly termed 3t> to new officers, anddis* 
imssing those formerly chosen^ and that 
ititb a tumult and clamour worthy of the 
«|^e£pieitcy of good sense and good order 
sppiied in the whole transaction* It was 
ab this moment when Morton arrived in 
1»he!field^and joined.the army, in total con< 
^inoo:, and on the point of dissolving'it- 
Wfif* ' His arrival occasioned loud exclama* 
tions of applmtse on the one side, and of 
tmprocation on the other* : 

: V What means this ruinous disorder at 
9^fh a moment ?'' he exclaiched to Barley, 
vtbb, exhausted with his vain exertions to 
Mttore) order^ was noMtr leaning on his 

MTOrd, jand regarding the confusion with 

asn e^ of resolute ^despair* 
f^ It means,^ he replied, ^* that Ood- has 
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«' Not 80^'^ A*nreri9d Moatonif with m- 
rem and gesture wfahdi cbmfielled fliiiDjr 
to listsu; '^ it 19 not God liibo deiorto ni^> 
it is we who doiert him, amol dishonoor 
OBSselvcs by dis^gradn^ aatl iietitayiiig; tfar 
caause of fttcdomond teligioiu^^Heai: m^ 
ho^exclkimed^ sqiriflgivg to the fwl^t vfaidt 
Ifwcklewratb ind ixeil cMDfelled fco ,«rai^ 
cuate by actoal cxiiaiistiop-**^^ I bring fiDili: 
tiK 'Cteiny an offer to tlrnt^ if you iodm^' 
to lagr idoim y QAir urins. I can tiioure yo«: 
tbe nreaiis of makjn)^ oxi h9nonv9iAc4io^ 
Ibntei if yoE aro of nore OHuijy teoipem; 

^ • _ * 

The time flies faston* Jjet tis mobm^m^ 
Act for pieaoe or war ; aad kt it not £e 
said rbf us in itititre days, that, six tbou^^ 
sand Sicottisb mea in arms bad neither 
Goorage to staad their ground and %bt ite 
out, nor prudence to treat for peace, nor* 
even the coward's wiadoai to retreat in; 
good litoe and %ith safety. Wbat signifies 
quarrelling on minute points of cburch^dis* 
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ei^ae> wten the wh(d4i edifice i« tfareateii* 
ed with total destruction. O, remember^ 
toy faretbraiii that tbe taft ttid worst evil 
which OtMi tiraught upOA the people whom 
he had once cfaosen^thB last atid worst pu* 
inshment 6f tbeif blindness and hardness 
tff heart w«s the bloody dissensions which 
nmt asunder their city, even when the ene^ 
my were thundering at its gates.* 

Skose of the audience testified their feeK 
]Dg of this ekhortat^ion by loud exclama^ 

« 

tSoM of applawie ; others by hoeting, and 
e»Glaimi»g^'— ^^ lb y^otir tents, p Israel !*• 
ff oFtctti, who b^eld the columns of the 
eiiediy ateeady beginning to appear on the 
light bank, attdi dii^cting their march upon 
lhc bf idge^ taised his voice to its utmost 
fiitchi and) p^ntin^ at'^e same time with 
fait band, exclaimed,'^*^Silenc€ your sense^ 
Ins <^i«OQrs, yonder is the enemy ! On, 
tnafihtaitting the bridge against him de- 
pend ^e^t (ives/ as well as our hope to re- 
daim dur lawtsl ai>d liberties«-^There shall 
at least one Scottishman die in their de« 

VOL. IVt ' c 
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fence. — Let aidy one who lovwa hiscolinr 
try follow me!" 

The multitiide had . turaed . their. he»da 
in the direction to which be pointed. The 
sight of the gUttering files. of the fopt^* 
g4iardsy supported: by several squadron^ of 
horse, of the cannon which, the arttliery? 
n)en were busily engaged' in plantuag 
against the bridge, and of the long. sue* 
cession of troops which were, destined, to 
support the attack, silenced at once their 
claqiorous uproar, and struck them M^th 
as much consternation as if it were an uq> 
expected apparition, and not the very 
thing which they ought to have been lookr 
ing out for. They gazed on each other, 
a^d on their leaders, with looks resembliog 
those that indicate the weakness of a: pa- 
tient when . exhausted by a fit of frenzy. 
Yet when Morton, springing from the ros* 
trum, directed his steps towards the bridge, 
he was followed by about an hundred of 
the young men who were particularly at^^ 
tached to his command. 
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'Barley tiittidd to Macbriar— ^' Ephratm^" 
he said) *^it is Providence points us the. 
tray» through the worldly wisdom of this 
ktitudoiarian ' yaDth;^T-Ue that loves the 
}i|^t, let him follow Bwley r 

"Tarry/* replied Macbriar ; 'Mtisnot 
by Henry Morton, or such as him, that our 
j^ings-out and our comings-in are to be 
aMted; therefore tarry with us. I f^ar trea* 
ehlsvy t^ the host from this nulUfidkh 
Achan«-*-Tbou shalt not go with faim« 
Diouiart ottr<;hariots and our horsemen," 
. " Hinder me not," replied Barley ; " be 
bith well swl that all is lost, if the enemy 
win the^bridge-^therefbre let me not — 
Shall tile childrea of this generation be 
called wiser or braver than the children of 
the: sanctuary P^* Array yourselves under 
your le^ders-r-^Iet Us not lack supplies of 
jnen and ammunition ; and accursed be; he 
who turneth back from the work on this 
great day '/* 

Having thus spoken, he hastily march-p 
ed towards the bridge, and • was > followed 
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by about tWe^bimlDHiiofjkbe 
asid zeak>us of lus f^ty. There was a iIb«{| 
and dbheartemd pzmc whi^nrfMoiilMi aod 
Biirlajr depMtcdv The i^^mtmai^if jWiM& 
ed themselven i^k to. di^rfair Ihoir tiiMi* 
in scMkie sort of ord^f, and f».bbrt€»l th^so 
who were wcwt eKpoeed to thtmr tbfEpiN. 
selves upoa their faces^ to airoid the <ii»s 
ttonade which th^ might presently ok^^e^ 
Tile kMiicgeots ceased to rcatst or to Mh 
moQstrtte; \mt the awewhid» badjiiteiif 
c6d tiieif diflcords had dismt^ed thmrt cour 
zage. Tbeif lAifferad tfaeaftseWitt Xi> be 
ibcmed ijlto raaJcs With tlie docility df #. 
flock of sheep, but without fi9iataMH^,,^ 
tfae tine^ more resolatum ^ ^eiiefgy j fiit 
they experienced a w»kifig of jtb# belia?i|^ 
iflopoeed h^ tho suddeaand mmineiit ap* 
pf oftch of the danger wbieh they H^leotod 
to proTfde against wl^iki it was.yetdistaat* 
They were^ howevcr> drawn but with soitu» 
regularity ; and as they still possessed the 
appearance of an ann^^ iheir leaders had 
anJy to hofie that smbo f^ourable^icicum^ 



stoQce would restore their spirit and cou- 
rage. 

• Kettlednimmley Poundtext, Macbriary 
and other preachers, busied themselves in 
tbdr ranks, and prevail^ on them to raise 
a psalm* But the superstitious among 
tfae» obaervec^ as an ill oaM»» that their 
aong of prahe and triumph sunk into ** a 
quaver 0/ constomation,^ and resembled 
ralfai^ a penitentiary stave sung on the 
scaffold of a condemned criminal, than the 
bioldf atraift^hich bl»i reaounded along the 
vtld hfialk of Loiidon-bttU iti a^ictpatioo 
aS tbatdacf'svietorjru Tbe^ awteuidiQly mer 
hi%i.soooi raoeivad a ro«gb aceoopani^ 
mttt^ Ibr the cannott began^ to fire ^n: <4i« 
tjde^ and tbe musketry on both^ and the 
baidgi of fiotiiurell, mih the banks aiyap 
dbeut) nme iavolv^ in tvreatlia ei amoke* 
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CHAPTER III. 

. , .* . . 

As e'er ye saw the r«n down fa*. 
Or vet .the arrow iroin the bow, . y 

Sae our Soots lads fell even dpwn. 
And they lay slain on every knowe. 

" £r£ Morton or Burley had rrached the 
po$t to be defended, the enemy had com^ 
menced an attack upon it with great B|>iriti» 
The two regiments of Foot*OuardS| form? 
«dinto a clo^e column, rushed forward to 
the river ; one corps, deploying along 4he 
Tight bank, commenced a galling fire on 
tlie defenders of the pass, while the other 
pressed on to occupy the bridge. The 
insurgents sustained the attack with great 
constancy and courage ; and while part of 
their number returned the fire across the 
river, the rest maintained a discharge of 



musketryupon the furtherend of the bridge 
itself, and every avenue by which the sol- 
diers endeavoured to ajpproach it. The lat« 
ter suffered severely, but still gained ground, 
and the head of their column was already 
upon the bridge, when the arrival of Mor- 
ton changed the scene ; and his marksmen, 
commencing upon the pass a fire as well 
aimed as it was sustained and regular, com. 
pelled the assailants to retire with much 
loss. They were a second time brought 
vp to the charge, and a second time re- 
pulsed with still greater loss^ as Barley 
Jbad now brought his party into action. 
The fire was continued with the utmost 
Yebemence on both sidesj and the issue of 
the action seemed very dubious. 

Monmouth, mounted on a superb white 
charger, might be discovered on the top of 
the right bank of the river, urging, entreat^ 
ingi and animating the exertions of his sol^ 
dieri. By his orders, the cannon, which had 
:.liitherto bieen employed in annoying the 



weft wm tfin»4 «|W0. \h% ^CosdMt of ti^fi 
.bridge* 3ut tbese tccmendouA engiotiw 
beiog wKQught temcb iqm:^ 9lowiy (bM lit 
moduli tiineA> i)id mt pioduQ^ %h9 ^n 
£3«t of wuDtoying err tfiriifymg the 4n«ff^ 
i» tbe c«to9t prQpQSf dt Xb« mwgvkUi 
sMtef»d by capsewo^ along tbft bmlb 
of tb9 river> or aUUoMid ui tbe bi>H»M 
^Irmdy i««iilwiiQ€i> ftugbil no^ to¥«rii 
wbil^ the royalitts^ Qwioff to tbe precM^ 
ti9ii9 of Miwrto9i WM« ^Dtin^ly e^spof od* 
Tba def«oc0 was ao pc^ti fueled aiKl obfttin 
iMtfTt tb^t tbe roynl g^poiab begai» t» Inx 
it migbt i»e ultii^aAf ly wccea^Cttl. Wbiif 
Mo«j»^tb thjT^w bu»8filf from bU bAfi»> 
and, rallyini^ tibt Foat-Guftrd^> btouglil 
Ibeni om to anQtber cIcmo and deaptmift afr- 
tackj. hf vaa waimly sef^wdiEtd by TMulK 
wbo^ pvttaflg bimftdf %t the bead of a bot 
dy of LaBay&x Itigbla^^rii rtiabed loih 
Wai^d witb tb«is treanoftdoiia wiiv^iccy^ 9i 
lAcb'Slay. Tba aamuoitios fif tbft d«» 



fttt4«C» #f tke bridge began to fidlr aff 
tiUt important ofitiai^ mtoidgeiy carnntmU 
isg and knploritig suocoura and suppliM, 
iref e in vain dtspttdhc^ one afftet the 
othev^ to^the main bod|y of tibi« prasbyten4 
an afflsy, wbksb tewained inaeliiMy dfawof 
iipdii ihe op€to fie^da in thf rear* FeaVi eon« 
atefnatioH) and mtarule, had gone dbfoadf 
amof]^' H^eiki^y and, while the poapt en wkicb 
tbeir safety depetod^ riqMred to be in-^ 
8«ant)y and pawerfully f einierced^ tifefe 
Mtnained none either to command x» to 
e*N»y. • — 

Jls fireefife of the de^ftderi e#ihe trridge 
began'te ilactieH) that of the aai^illaiav^ in* 
eyee^ed, and^ beeaiite mere fataK AniMa^ 
ted -by th# example ahid exhortations of 
tiiHir |»enerals» they obtained a footing 
np on the Mdge itsdf^ and began to re^ 
m^e the (^s^tadea by whioh it was bloek- 
ftd*d,^ The portaUgate'wae brakien open, 
the beams^ trunks of trees, and olher tii4«^ 
tefilals^ of the barricade, pnll^ do^n i(bd 
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^awii into the river. This was not'a^* 
compiished witliout opposition. Morton* 
and Burley fought in the very front of their 
followera, and encouraged them with theii> 
pikes, halbertSi and partisans, to encounter^ 
the bayonets of the Guards and the broad* 
swords of the Highlanders. But those be^ 
hind them began to shrink from the un^ 
equal combat, and fly singly, or in partie* 
of two or three, towards the main body, 
until the remainder were, by the mere 
weight of the hostile column as much aa 
by their weapons, fairly forced from the 
bridged. The passage being now open, the 
enemy began to pour over. But the bridge; 
was long and narrow, which rendered the 
manoeuvre slow as well as dangerous ; and 
those y^ho first passed had still to fovoe 
the houses, from the windows of which 
the Covenanters continued to fire. Burley 
and Morton were near each othet at this 
critical moment 

f^ There is yet time,^* said the formerj, 
^' to bring down horse to attack them, ere* 
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they can get into order ; and» with the aid 
of God^ we may thus regain the bridge— -^ 
basten thou to bring them down, while I 
Aiake the defence good with this old and 
wearied body.'* 

Morton law the impo)*tance of tlie ad- 
vice, and, throwing himself on the horse 
which Guddie held in readiness for him be* 
hind the thicket^ galloped towards a body 
(^cavalry which chanced to be composed 
Entirely of Cameronians. Ere he could 
#peak his errand, or utter his orders, he 
was saluted by the execrations of the 
whol^e body. 

■'. "He flies/* they exclaimed — " the Cow- 
ardly traitor flies like a hart from the hiint* 
ers, and Hath left valiant Burley in the 
midst of the slaughter T 

" I do not fly,** said Morton. " I come 
t<l lead you to the attack.— Advance bold- 
ly, and we shall yet do well.'^ 

" Follow him not J — Follow him not !" — 
sucb were the tumultuous ex:clamations 
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Y)«Qb' r9»oun€{^ fvim the. n9k* ^ ^^ )i<^ 

batb^fold yoin to the $wofd alf,t|Mi€mii)y«^' 

And while Morten Argpi^» «nlrml«k. 

lost in which the advance might hAVft^liMar 

U9«fu); aiMl the nutlet frem the imdife^ 
;with aU ita d«i^M»eQi, binng in eoRrpietile^ 
pog6«s9,ioft of the wwjf Barley n^ hl» 
remeiotiegfeUoMrerA Mwe driyfm btok upH 
QP thet vm% b«^y> to whom the tpeelartft 
of theiip hu-rfted end baNes«d retreet wee 
fax fr^He rceterter *^ <»»M»q» lAMi 
they w nneh wanted,, 

In the meanwhile, the forcea.ef tbc^Kmy 
crpased (he Imdge ^ tbeii l^iewe^ And,- 
&f ourtag the eceeM, fe^med ii^ line ef \mtp 
ties wihtte C|layefh0ueei ^% UHe ai haMrtt 
perched on a rock, epd ejiig the tim« Hk. 
pQiMice on ite preyi hed wajtdtied therevent 
of tjbe ectioii from t)M of^M^ite hnkp n^m 
passed the bridge et the heed ofhi^row^ 
ry^ at full tfotr endt leedii^ ^mm in equa* 
droqs thioe^ the intervals uud teundr.^ 
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flMkftof %h9 mjmlinftiDVy^ Sofmt4 them: 
(» the mqm^ aiuL4Q4 t^hw^ to the chtirgo^. 
ad^9i»iig in ft^Qit with oiie Urge bcK^y^ 
«)itt«^ otilfir.t^^:^h^»»aittfithf««teoe4 tho 
idfilto;«€ 1^ G<KV«»iii»lM&. ThmrdcivotcA 
nviff w«a Dor » ihat «ttuiiii<w. wimm thft 

WW c^tflii^ to'kiaf ker f^otik Their Im<i«' 
kwif|>iiito luid clMhwrlmied c(M«ago war*: 
unUoi t^ tvdaoe' tbe charge of tbv mral*^ 
fyi nt/tewind ivith i^U iu WfU^le acoampa*^ 
BiiMa^a ef tighA wid sQWui ;«^tbe rtish Qft 
the bwseft at full flf^e4, thie # Hl&ing'of thr 
eairt^b iui4f r tfatcj» freit^ the glwdog oC the: 
m#r di^ Itiet wi^i^g of ^e plnotf ^ and nb* 
fieroa 9lK¥il9. of tb« 9^9^\^h. Th^ fr^nfc 
n^a bafdJor M%mipl«4^ one UMijreote^ 
ami 4Mcir(krly firt , m^ thw xmn w«r« 
broken.^ md €)ri«g in ^w^km 4ra lh» 
cfaMfif bad b««u€Rmplateil; i»A iti !«• 
tbaib iWe wnntMithft bM»«nMft w>am iQi«*f 
•d witb. t^iQw Quttiog and bf wiag wifcMttl^ 
«m<^ Tbe:i{Qi«e! Qf CUvtribaiiiiB iiiafc 
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fae^rd, even above the din of cotafticti ex* 
claiming to his soldiers-^-" Kill, kiH— no* 
quarter — think on Richard Grahame !'*— - 
The dragoons, many of whom had shared* 
the disgrace of LoudoH-faftU,' irequired nO' 
exhortatidns to vengeaince As ea^jr as it 
VfM complete. Thieir swords drank deep^ 
of slaughter among the resisting fugitive^ 
Screams for quarter were only answered 
by the shouts with which the purs<iers ac-« 
companied their blows, and the ^hole 
field pfesefated one general scene of con-' 
fused slaughter, diglit, and pursuit. About 
twelve hundred of the insurgents who re* 
mained in a body a little apart fr<mi th€$ 
rest, and out of the line of the charge of 
<Javalry, threw doWh their* arms and litfr-' 
rendered at discretion, npOii the approach 
of the Duke of Monmouth at the head of 
the infantry. That mild-tempered noble- 
man instantly allowed them the quarter 
which they prayed for ; and, gallopping 
slboUt through the field, exerted himself a» 

11 



dMich to stop the «UiCigbter as be had done 
to obtain the victory. While busied in 
&is humane task he met with General 
Daksell, who was encouraging the fierce 
H^bkpulers and royal volunteers to shew 
their zeal for King and country, by quench- 
lug the ^aoie of the rebellion with the 
bliiod of the rebels, 

r '' Sheathe your sword, I command you,; 
General T e^dc^aimed the Duke, ^' and; 
sound the retreat ; enough of blood has; 
been shed ; give quarter to the King'a^ 
misguided subjects." 
^' I obey your Grace," said the old man^ 
wiping his bloody sword and returning it 
to the scabbard ; *\ but I warn you, at the 
same time, that enough has not been done 
to intimidate these desperate rebels. Has 
not ymx Grace heard that Basil pii|anti 
has collected several gentlemen and men, 
0f substance in the west, and is in the act^ 
of roarcbing to join^ them ?" 

" Basil Olifant !" said the Duke, ".whqr 
or what, is he ?" 
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«^ the nevt fiiak h^r Wtfie hi$t iMt^bi 

fVom bis clarm te the estate- bekig setast^ 
in fairoor aC Lady Margaret ftelleisdea'} 
and I siippese t$)e hope ef getting tins iari 
beritotite haft set hiiD in t&oiio^.'* 

*^Be hna morives What they wit*,*' la^ 
plied Monmouth, ^' he must ftootn dispeii^ 
bb fbltowersi/fbr' thie arniy k fisir too much 
brolLeh to* rall}«^ again. Therefore^ MM^ 
more, I ^omman^ fhat ^e pursuit to 
stopped.** r. . . . . . -,, 

" It is your Grace's preNvince^ to coM^ 
iriandy a^ to be responsible' for y^r oom* 
maads;^ answered DaUeil, as be ga^^ pe^ 
fuctant orders fbr checking the purstti*. ^ 

But the fieiy and ri-ndietiTO Gnlmm 
was already far out of heating ^ tbe signti^ 
of retreati and continued with his ^aValvj^ 
an unwearied ktxd blc^ody pursuvt, brealt* 
mg, dispersing, and eiittkig to pieees a9l 
the insurgeatjB whom they eei^d coime uf 
with. 



OLD lunmisiiv^ is 

Bttie£ty ttai MflirtQii were 1>«kb lunried 
aft tiw field, fagr tike cmifuMd tide of fa* 
giAymsi They niaade some, attempt te dsC^ 
HiaA dice atreeta of Hamiltoa i faat» w&ile 
lafaewingr to udbce; tha flyers, to face 
aboiit aaid atend to ibeit weapoaia^ fiuiiagp 
noeiveda bttlial vUflh. faroko hit avrord'* 
aivni.. 

^' May the hand be withered that ahp* 
dio 9ii9^r :fae: excUufliec^ m the aurord 
which he was waving over hta head feU 
powerUda to U» side. ^ I can %ht no 

TImu tmnmg hia hMie'a h^ad^ he k* 
treated: out of the emfusioQ. Mortoai too 
Mir eaw tbet the cootbtiumg bia.uufimii- 
bkg .efibrte to i^alljr: the Qytin could qdIjt 
ead ia his own death or capttvitjyv tiMk 
i^ttow^d) by the faithful Cjuddte» beeilri- 
c^ted bifnseltf firpin the. pr6»s» aiulv being 
weU mouaied; leaped his. hofae eirec axie « 
two cnd^siises, and got iato the Qp«» 
ceimliryv 
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' iFrom the first bill which tbey gained m 
their flight, they looked ba^k, and beheld 
the whole cdontyy covored with their &i;^ 
gitive coinpanidns, and with the pur^iusig 
4lntgoon3, whose wild sfaotits and balloo, 
av they did execution on the groups whom 
they overtook^ mingled with the groans 
and screams of their victims, rose shrilly 
up the hiiU 

^' It is inipossible they can ever make 
liead agsun/' said Morton. 
' ** The headV ta ea aff them as clean as I 
wad bite it aff a sybo/^ rejoined Cuddie* 
^^ £b) lord i see how the bioad-s words are 
flashing ! war's a feafsome thingv ThbyMl 
be cunning that catches me ^at this wark 
again-^but, for God's sikCf sir, let us mak 
for some strength/' 

Morton saw the necessity of following 
the advice of his trusty squire. They re- 
a&med a rapid pace, and continued it witht> 
out inter4nission, d^ecting their course to- 
wards the wild and mountainous country, 
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fir 



where they thought it likely some part of 
the fugitives might draw together for the 
sake either of making defeuce, or of ob- 
taibing terms* 



* i 
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CHAPTER IV. 

t 
9 

Xhey re^oEra 
Of Heitven the hearts of lians, breath of tiger^ 
Yea, and the fierceness too. 

Flstchsiu 

EvsKiiro had falleo ; and, for the last 
two hour3| they had seen none of theitr ilk ' 
fated companions, when Morton and his 
faithful attendant gained the moorland; 
and approached a large and solitary farm- 
house, situated in the entrance of a #i)S^ 
and moorish glen, iix remote from ai^ 
other habitation. 

" Our horses/' said MortoOi ^ will carry 
us no farther without rest or food, and we 
must try to obtain them here,^ if possible.- 

So speaking, he led the way /to the 
house. The place had every appearance 
of being inhabited. There was smoke is^-. 



saiiig from tiiccfainiQesr m & coaayemble 
vohntte^. cad tik marks of tfCMit faoefs 
^0om tisibte atnouBd fche doein. Hiiey tKHiId 
even hear the murmuring <of buniM votcea 
withta the faooae^ Birt ali tlie lower win- 
derw^wvtfe timely secured i aanid, when they 
knocked at the dMiv no a&swer was re* 
torcttdi .After vtiitly calling tad entr-eat- 
sng odipittwee^ ihey withdrew to the stai* 
bk^. 'Off shedi fa opder td ac^oiBinodate 
t^iybr ;fa«rse% one thtjr imsed ibrtfaor weans 
Qjf /fining admission. In .this place 4hey 
f»MQd ,leiif i^ URolve jbobes, whose afypear- 
aiMi^.of $f4tgm% sjs welias the military yet 
d4#il^4tr«liapfea)BaB€9 of tbek saddles and 
aemntrements^ plainly wdicatod.^ that 4iieiff 
onmeqs {$i!<r«. f^tive insiH^^snts in their 
owii^ ctrtmm^tanees. 

. 74^.SBhn»^jiifeetii^ hodos gi)^ hAdc/" md 
Qngl^ie^ f«hd ih^haei widtbo' bo^i that'o 
wiMUltt^^ism$.iprih9m'siA taw hide that 
h»ff3be«lnv4iihawtiftho>huidies:9' ft st^t not 

SiMiKtlHC^^ ^Ha a rsw e^ they 

7 
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returned agaiff to thehoude, aaidi^amiiotti^ 
cing tfaemtelves as meii ia tlie same: piudt^ 
eam€iit with the ininates^' ciamoured lowi* 
ly for admittance. 

• " Whoever^ ye be,^ answered a stem 
Yoicfe from the vti^indow^ after a kxig.and 
obdurate silence, '^disturb not those wlu> 
mourn for the desolation and capttvity;of 
the land, and search out the cansies of 
wrath and of defection^ that thestumhliiig- 
bloeks may be removed over which vse 
have stumbled.** ' 

"They are wikJ western whigs,** said 
GuddiCi in a whi^r to his maatefy^ "I ken 
by their language. Fiend hue nie if I Mlie 
to venture on them." 

Morton, however, again called to lite 
party within, and insisted on admittance ; 
biit^ finding his entreaties still disregarded, 
he opened one of the lower windows, «nd 
pushing asunder the shutters, which wete 
but slightly secured, stepped into the large 
kitchen from which the voice had vsaued* 
Cuddie followed him, muttering betwixt 



Iiis^ tsetb, as. be put bis bead widiio: the 
v^^mA^Wy '' Tbatrhe.boped tbere was nae 
seiddliig.> brose bn.tbe. fire/' and master 
and servant botb found; tbemselves in tbe 
company of ten or twelve armed men, seat- 
ed> aroand tbei fire on. which, refreshments 
««re fireparing^ and busied apparently, ia 
tb^r devottons. 

/ la* the gloomy countenances, ilkiminaA^ 
twd by tbe. fire-light, Morton* bad nd diffi^ 
ettltyiia recogoiztng several of those iieal<^ 
ots wb€^ bad-most distinguished tbemselvat 
by their intemperate opposition to all mo* 
derate pieasureSt. together with their noted 
pastor, Ephraim Macbriar, and the ma>» 
niac, HabbakukJilucklewrath. Tbe Ca- 
iiieimiia9^s.neitber stirred tongue nor haud 
to weloHne their brethren in. misfortuae^ 
b«t. QiMrtinued to Ustefi to .the. low. mur- 
mured exercise of Maobriar, as he prayed 
tbati the Almighty would lift up his baud 
^frcm vbis^ people,, and not make an end in 
the day of bis anger... That they were 
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€OD8eipit6 of the pfttdioe of tbe jAtnndeis 
•nly appeaMxl from* the sttilen ami iMk^ 
noit ;glftnoea ivhicfa thmf ifaot at thomiy 
lireni time to tiiiie> n their tyn neotfiri^ 

Martam, finding into wfart mMandly 
«»ciety t». Imd unwitiiiigly ifitrwkdi Inn- 
gan to think of retreating.; bttty on tnm** 
ifig ilia hetxt^ obserred with tome latMrm^ 
that two atroog xn^n bad filoiftiy pfoMl 
tbeniMhres beinfe the wkitow tbi^gh 
wkiiok thejr had enteitd* Ooe^oflAiaae/oaiiii* 
sons brnttuala whiapetad to Cuddie, ^ S^a 
bf tlmt precioua woman^ Maiiao Ht«^igg> 
do not caat thjr lot fatthar with thia oMifd 
of tmachery «id |parditioii^PM« on Hbf 
tray, md tarrjr iiot^ ifot «ho ^m^gn of 
Uood ia behind thao/' 

With this he pmatad to tha minima 
oat of which Coddie j«ni|ied witkoiirtt huih 
Uaion ; far tba ifititnatitfn be*b«i Mtoi^ad 
plainly implied the ptrgnti danger lia 
would otbemiaa inoQ^ 



OM) HORTALITT* 75 



» -4 « 



^Wiimocki arc no lucky wi* me,** was 
his first reflection when he was in the 
open air ; his next was upon the probaible 
fate of his master. '' They'll kill him, the 
murdering loons, and think they Ve doing 
agudeturn; but I'se tak the road back 
ibr Hamilton^ and see if I canna get some 
.0' our asn folk to bring; help in time of 
•needcessity/' 

' So saying, Cuddie hastened to the sta- 
bly and, taking the best horse he could 
find instead of bis own tired animal, he 
galloped off in the direction he proposed* 
^^ The noise of his horse's tread alarmed 
iiw an ins|;ant the devotion of the fana* 
tics; As it died in the distance, Macbriar 
brought his exercflse to a conclusion, and 
his audience iraised themselves from the 
utobping posture, and louring downward 
look with which they had listened to it, 
:and all fixed their eyes sternly on Henry 
"Mortoii. 

'^ You bend strange countenances on 
me^ gentlemen," said he, addressing them^ 

VOL. IV. P 
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*^ I am totidly ignorant ia what^manner I 
<:an have deserved them." 

^VOut upon tfaee ! out uponthee!'* ncm 
claimed Mucklewrathi starting up ; /^the 
word that thou hast spurned shall become 
a irock to crush and to brujse thee ; the 
spear which thou woiildst have broken 
shall pierce thy side; we have, prayed, 
and wrestled, and petitioned, for an.ofik&* 
ing to alone the siiis of the congregation, 
and, lo 1 the very head' of the offisAce is 
delivered into our band. He bath; burst 
in iike a thief through the window ;. he is 
a ram caught in the thicket,, whose blood 
shall be a drink^^oifering to rtdpa^i venge- 
ance from the church, and the place j^ball 
ff om henceforth be caitled Jehovah* Jicab, 
for the sacrifice is provided. Up then, and 
biad the viptim with cor,ds to thehorosiof 
the altar r 

There was a naovementamong the paf ty ; 
and deeply did Morton regret at Jthat mo- 
ment the incautious haste with which be 
bad ventured into their compaay. He. was 



OLD BIORTALITT. 7^ 

grilled only with his sword, for he had left 
his pistols at the bow of his saddle^ and 
«§ the whigs were all provided with fire- 
arms, there was little or no chance of esca- 
ping from them by resistance. The inter* 
position, however, of Macbriar protected 
him for the moment. 

^' Tarry yet a while, brethren — let us 
not use the sword rashly, lest the load of 
innocent blood lie heavy on us. — Come,** 
he said, addressing himself to Morton^ 
" we will reckon with thee ere we avenge ^ 
the cause thou hast betrayed. Hast thou 
nbt,^' he continued, '^ made thy face as 
bard as flint against the truth in all the 
assemblies of the hostr" 

*^ He ha$— he has,'' murmured the deep 
vQices of the assistants. 

'^ He hath ever urged peace with . the 
malignants,*' said one. 

^^ And pleaded for the dark and dismal 
guilt of the indulgence," echoed another. 

*^ And would have surrendered the host 
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into the hands of Monmouth/' echoed » 
thirds ^* and was the first to desert the ho- 
nest and manly Burley, while he yet re» 
sisted at the pass. I saw him on the moor, 
with his horse bloody with spurring, long 
ere the firing had ceased at the bridge/^ 

*^ Gentlemen,* said Morton, " if you 
mean to bear me down by clamour, and 
take my life without hearing me, it is 
perhaps a thing in your power ; but you 
will sin before God and man by the conw 
mission of such a murder/^ 

^* I say, hear the youth,*^ said Macbriar, 
*^ for Heaven knows our bowels have 
yearned for him, that he might be brought 
to see the truth, and exert his gifts in its 
defence. But he is blinded by his carnal 
knowledge, and has spumed the light 
when it blazed before him.'* 

Silence being obtained, Morton proceed- 
ed to assert the good faith which he had 
4isplayed in the treaty with Monmouth, 
and the active part he had borne in the 
subsequent action. 
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** I may not, gentlemen/' he said, " be 
fully able to go the lengths you desire, in 
assigning to those of my own religion the 
means of tyrannizing over others ; but none 
shall go farther in asserting our ovirn la\r- 
ful freedom. And I must needs aver, that 
had others been of my mind in counsel, or 
disposed to stand by my s\d6 in battle, we 
should this evening, instead of being a 
defeated and discordant remnant, have 
sheathed our weapons in an useful and Ho- 
nourable peace, or brandished them tri* 
umpbantly after a decisive victory,** 

" He hath spoken the word,** said one of 
the assembly — ** he hath avowed his car- 
nal self-seeking and Erastianism; let him 
die the death !" 

"Peace yet again," said Macbriar, " for 
I will try him further, — Was it not by thy 
means that the malignant Evandale twice 
escaped from death and captivity ? Was it 
not through thee that Miles Belienden 
and his garrison of cut-throats were saved 
from the edge of the sword ?** 
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^^ I am proud to saj) that you have, spo- 
ken the truth in both instances/' replied 
Morton. 

'^ Lo ! you see/' said Macbri^r, ^' agam 
hath his mouth spoken it— And didst thou 
not doHhis for the sake of a Midianitish 
woman, one of the spawn of prelacy, iato/. 
with which the arch-enemy s trap is bait- 
ed ? Didst thou not do all this for the sake 
of Edith Bellendcn?" 
. ^* You are incapable/' answered Morton^, 
boldlyi ^' of appreciating my feelings to-, 
wards that young lady ; but all that I have, 
done I would have done bad she never 
existed." 

" Thou art. a hardy rebel to the truth— 
And didst thou not so act/ that, by con- 
veying away the aged woman, Margaret 
Bellenden, and hei: grand-daugbter, thou^ 
migbtest thwart the wise- and godly pro^ 
ject of John Balfour of Barley for briiig:-, 
ing fprth to battle Basil Olifant^ who Imd: 
agreed to take* the field if he were insu« 
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red possession of these women's worldjy' 
endowments?'' \ 

" I never bejkrd of sach a scheme," said 
Morton, '* and therefore I could not thwart 
it— But does your religion permit you to 
take such uncr^ditable and immoral modes 
of recruiting f" 

** Peace/* said Macbriar, somewhat dis-»^ 
concerted ; ^* it is not for thee to instruct 
tender prbfessorsi or to construe Covenant 
obligations ; for the rest, you haveacknow*^ 
ledged enough of sin and sorrowful defec-^ 
tion to draw down defeat on a host were it 
as numerous as the sands on the sea^shore.^ 
And it is our judgment, that we are not 
free to let you pass from us safe and in 
life, since Pfoiridence hath given ^ou into 
our hands &% the moment that we prayed 
with godly Josbua, saying, What shall wq 
say when Israel turneth their backs before^ 
their enemies r-^Then camest thou, deli^ 
veredi to usi as it were by lot, that tbot| 
might^st iustain the punishment of one 
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that hath wrought folly in Israel. There- 
fore, mark my words. This is the Sab- 
bath) and our hand shall not be on thee to 
spill thy blood upon this day; but^ when 
the twelfth hour shall strike^ it is a token 
that thy time on earth hath run ! Where* 
fore improve thy span^ for it flitteth fast 
away.— *Sei2e on the prisoner, brethren, and 
take his weapon from him/' 

The command was so unexpectedly gi- 
ven, and so suddenly executed by those 
of the party who had gradually closed be- 
hind and around Morton, that he was 
overpowered and disarmed before he could 
offer any effectual resistance. When thia 
was accomplished, a dead and stem si- 
lence took place. The fanatics ranked 
themselves around a large oaken table^ 
placing Morton amongst them, in such a 
manner as to be opposite to the clock 
which was to strike his knell. Food wa9 
placed before them, of which they offered 
their intended victim a share j but, it will 
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readily be belie ved^ be bad little appetite. 
Wben tbis was removed, the party re* 
sumed their devotions, Macbriar expostu- 
lating in prayer, as if to wring from the 
Deity a signal that the bloody sacrifice 
they proposed was an acceptable service. 
The eyes and ears of his hearers were anxi* 
ously strained, as if to gain some sight or 
sound which might be converted or wrest* 
ed into a type of approbation! and ever 
and anon dark looks were turned on the 
dial plate of the time-piece, to watch its 
progress towards the moment of execu- 
tion. 

Morton's eye frequently took the same 
course, with the sad reflection^ that there 
appeared no possibility of his life being ex- 
pknded beyond the narrow segment which 
the index had yet to travel on the circle un- 
til it arrived at the fatal hour. Faith in his 
religion, witb a constant unyielding princi- 
ple of honour, and the sense of conscious 
ittnocencei enabled him to pass through 

PS 
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this dreadfiil iiitefval it^itli* lesi agitation 
than he bitmelf tould have expected, hfekl 
the sitaation beca prophcaied to^ him. Yet 
there was a want of that eager and antoKH 
ting^ sense of right which supported hun in 
similar circumstances^ whea in the power of 
jCkverhoitse. Then he was conscious^ tbat^ 
aftiid the spectators, were many who were 
lamenting his conditfon, andaomowbotafiK 
plauded his conducL: But now^ «mong 
these pale-<eyed and ferocious zealots^ w^hose 
hardened brows were soon to be bent, not 
merely with indiifferencei but wttb tiiumpli^. 
upon his execution, — without a friend to 
speak a kindly wocd, or give a look either 
of sympathy or enoourageiaeiit, — aw^ting 
till the sword destined to slay him . crept 
out of the scabbard gradually, and as it 
were by straw-*breadths> and condemned 
to drink the bitterness Of death drop. by 
drop,^^it is no wondicr that hia feeliaga 
were leas composed than they bad been on 
any former occasion of.dang$r. His des-- 
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tined exeeutkmers^ as he gaz^d vound: 
iketRy seemed lo alter tberr formr and fea^ 
tures^ tike the speetrefs in a ftTet ishdr earn ; 
thenr figio^s became lafgier,- atadthefr faee« 
more disturhedi ;. and^ m an eaceited imar- 
gmation predohimated over the. reaUties 
Mrbioh his eyes Kceived^' he could have 
iboiighib hhasQlf sarfoonded rather by a 
band of idbmdns ihad of hutnaa beings |> 
1^ 'walk seemed ^ to^ drop :with blood, and 
the light tick of the clock thrilled on his ^ 
ear with snehJoudv paiilftfKdistinctness^. as^ 
if each sound were the prick. of a.hodkiti 
iniiicted on^ the nakednj^ryje of the organ. 
It was witfar psdn; tliat hoffcdfr. hia mind 
wavering while on the briitk between: this 
and ther(futtti»rworidk-' He <Biade a strong - 
efibrtdto compose himself todevotional esi- 
ercisesi .and . unequal, during ihat: fearfuL 
strife of nature,toarr£mgG bis own tbovghts 
into suitable ex presstons, he had, ijistine- 
threly, recour^ t0itbe?.p0tition for deliver 
ance and fos: composure of spirit which iatOi 
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« 

befoufid in the Book of Common Prayer of 
the Church of Eagland. Macbriar, whose 
family were of that persuasion^ instantly 
recognised the words which the unfortu^ 
nate prisoner pronounced, half aloud. .; 

*^ There lacked but this,", he said^ hfs pale 
cheek kindling with resentment, ^' to root 
out my carnal reluctance ta see his blood 
spilt* He is a prelatist who has sou^t 
the camp iifider the disguise of an Etastian^ 
and ally and more than all, that has been 
said of him^ mitst needs be verity. His 
blood be on his head, the deceiver,--*let 
htm go down to Tophet with the ill-mum^ 
bled mass which* he calls a prayer-book in 
his right hand*** 

*^ I take up niy song agamst Kim If ex» 
claimed the maniac. ** As the suh >went 
back on the dial ten degrees* for intimating 
the recovery of holy Ue^^kiab, so shall it 
now go forward, that the wicked may be 
taken away from among the people^ and 
the Covenant established in its purity 4!* 
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He Sprang to a chair with an attitude 
of frenzy, in order to anticipate the fatal. 
moment by putting the index forward ;. and 
several of the party began to make ready 
their weapons for immediate execution* 
when Mucklewrath'fl band was arrested 
by one of his companions. 

'< Hist!'' he said,--'' I hear a distant 
ndific/^ ; 

/Mt is the rushing of the brook over the 
pebbles/' said one. 

^^ It is the sough of the wind among the 
brackeUyV said another* 

>' Jt is the gallopping of horse/Vsaid 
Morton to himself his sense of bearing 
rendered acute by the dreadful situation 
in which he stood ; ** God grant they may 
come asmy ddiverecs T 

The noise- approiftched rapidly, and be- 
came more and more distinct. 
, ;M It .is horses'* cried Macbrian '' Look 
out and descry who they are." 

*' The enemy are upon us," cried one 
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who hwi opened tbe windp«r» in obedieticei 
to his order. 

A thick trampling and loud voices wen 
heard immediately round the hou^e. Some 
lose to resist^ and some to e»oape ;. tht 
doors and windoiv's Were- forded at K>ms% 
and the red coats^the Irooperis appeared 
in the apartment ' / i * 

** HjLve at the bloody rebels! — Rememi- 
ber Corn^ Grahame P' was shocited on 
every side. 

The lights were struck' dowii, bntthe 
dubious glare of the fir€:;ena;bteU.them to 
continue ^ the fray. Sev^aral pisAoi^shpts 
were fired ; the whig next: to Morton • i^- 
ceivted a ihot as he was.risingi^ itmnbled 
against >ihe prbon^^, 'iv:hoBi he bore down 
with his weight, and lay^stristched abore 
him a dying mani Thift acoiden^^probably 
saved Morton from the dansage :he might 
jotbef wisebave received in so close a strug- 
gle, where fire-arms weire discharged and 
sword-bbws given, for upwiurds of five 
minutes* 
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*'I3 tbe priiotier safe?" said the well-- 
known voice of Claverhooee ; ** look aboot 
for him, and diif atoh the dog who is groai^ 
ing there/' 

Both orders were executed. The groans 
of the wounded man were silenced by a 
thrust with a rapier» and Morton, disen- 
cumbered of his weight, was speedily rai- 
sed and in the arms of the faithful Cuddie, 
who blubb€;red for joy when he found that 
the blood with which his master was co- 
vered had not flowed from his own veins. 
A whisper in Morton's ear explained the 
secret of the very timely appearance of 
the soldiers. 

^' I fell into Claverhouse's party when I 
was seeking for some o' our ain folk to 
help ye out o' the hands o' the whigs ; 
sae being atween the de'il and tlie deep 
sea» I e'en thought it best to bring him on 
wi' mc, for he'll be wearied wi' felling folk 
the night, an' the morn's a new day, and 
Lord Evandale awes ' ye a day in hii'arst ; 
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and Monmouth gi'^es quarter, the dragoons 
tell me, for the asking. Sae haud up ye'ie 
heart, an' we'll do a* wecl aneugh yet*** 
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CHAPTER V. 

JSoand, sound the clarion, fill the fife, 
. To all the sensual world proclaim,. 

One crowded hour of glorious life 
Is worth an age without a name* 

Anonymous* 

When the desperate affray had ceased, 
Claverhoitse commanded his soldiers to 
remove the dead bodiesi to refresh them- 
\ selves and their horses, and prepare for 
passing the night at the farm-house, and 
tor marching early in the ensuing mom- 
ing. He thes turned his attention to Mor- 
ton, and there was politeness^ and even 
kindness, in the manner in which he ad- 
dressed him. 

" You would have saved yourself risk 
from both sides, Mr Morton, if you had 
honoured my counsel yesterday morning 
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with some attention ; but I respect your 
motives* You are a prisoner-of-war at the 
disposal of the KiQg and council, but you 
shall be treated with no incivility ; and I 
will be satisfied with your parole that you 
will not attempt an escape." 

When Morton had passed his word to 
that effect, CIaverhou»e bowled civilly, 
and, turning away from hint, called for his 
serjeant-major. 

<^ How maqy prisoners, Halliday, and 
how many killed r" 

/* Three killed in the house, sir^ two cut 
down in the court, and one in the garden 
— =six in all*; four prisoners/' 

*^ Armed or unarmed?'' said Claver* 
bouse« 

** Three of them armed to the teeth," an* 
swered Hallid^y ; ^* one without atms— *he 
t^m$ to b^ a preacher/' 

** Ay — the trumpeter to the l0ug-car'4 
route, I suppose/' replied Claverhouse, 
glancing slightly round upou; his vi^^tima,, 
^' I will talk with' himto-m^rrow. Taktf 
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tbeotber three down to the yard, draw out 
two files, and fire upon them ; andj d^ye 
bear, make Or memorandum in the orderly* 
book of three rebeU taken in arms and 
shoti with the date and name of the place* 
Drumshinnel, I think^ they call it — Look 
^fter tlie preacher till to-morrow; a» I>e was 
not armedt he must undergo a short exa* 
mination* Or bettefi perhaps, take him 
before the council ; I think they should re* 
Jiieve me of a share of this disgusting drud* 
gtry^^—L^t Mr Morton be civilly used, and 
see thai the men look wellafter their horsesi 
and let niy groom wash Wildblood's back 
with some vinegar, the saddle has touched 
\iim a little.'* 

All these various orders,-<*-for life and 
deatbi the securing, of his prisonerSf and 
(he wa&hinf^ his chafger^s shoulder, — werte 
given in the same unmoved and equable 
voice, of which no accent or tone iatiina^^ 
ted tlKut the speaker considered one dtrec^ 
(ion as of more importance than another* 

The Cameronians, so lately about to be 
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the willing agents of a bloody execution^ 
were now themselves to undergo it They 
seemed prepared alike for either extremity, 
nor did any of them shew the least sign 
of fear, when ordered to leave the room 
for the purpose of meeting instant death. 
Their severe enthusiasm sustained them 
in that dreadful moment, and they depart* 
ed with a firm look and in silence, except- 
ing that one of them, as he left the apart* 
ment, looked Claverhouse full in the face, 
and pronounced, with astern and steady 
voice, — " Mischief shall hunt the violent 
man f to which Grahame only answered 
with a smile of contempt. 

They had no sooner left the room thail 
Claverhouse applied himself to some food, 
which one or two of his party had hastily 
provided, and invited Morton to follow his 
example, observing, it had been a busy day 
for them both. Morton declined eating; 
for the sudden change of circumstance&-«- 
tbe transition from the verge of the grave 
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to a prospect of life, had occasioned a 
dizzy revulsion in his whole system. But 
the' same confused sensation was accompar 
nied by a burning thirst, and he expressed 
his wish to drink. 

^ I will pledge you» with all my heart,'* 
said Claverhouse ; ^' for here is a black 
jack full of ale, and good it must be, if 
there be good in the country, for the whigs 
never miss to find it out — ^My service to 
you, Mr Morton,'' he said, filling one horn 
of ale for himself and handing another to 
jbis prisoner. 

. Morton raised it to his head, and was 
just about to drink, when the discharge 
of carabines beneath the window, follow- 
ed by a dfsep and hollow groan, repeated 
twice or thrice, and nK>re faint at each in- 
terval, announced the fate of the three 
men who had just left them, Morton 
shuddered and set down the untasted cup* 

, " You are but young in these matters, 
Mr Morton,'* said Claverhouse, after he 
bad very composedly finished his draught; 
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'^ wBd I do not think the worse of you as a 
young soldier for appearing to feel them 
ifieutely* But habit, duty, and neceitsity» 
reconcile men to every thing.*^ 

*• I trustj** said Morton, *^ they wiH ne- 
^ ver reconcile me to ^sucfa scenes ^as these/' 

** You would hardly- believe,*' said Cla^ 
▼erhouse in reply, ** that, in the begin- 
ning of my military career, I had as much 
aversion to eeeing blood spilt as ever 
man felt, it seemed to me to be wrung 
from my own heart ; and yet, if you trust 
one of those whig fellows, he will tell you 
1 drink a< warm oup of it every morning 
before I breakfast. But, in^ truth, Mr Mof- 
ton, why should we care «o mudi^ for d^tb, 
light around us whenever it may ? Men 
die daily — not a bell tolls the hour but it 
is the death-note of some one or other, 
and why hesitate to shorten the span of 
o'thers, or take over-anxious care to pro- 
long our own ? It is all a lottery — when 
the hour of midnight came you were to 
<die — it has struck — ^you are alive and safe, 



tod the li>t baa fallen on tbeae follows who 
w^re to murder you.<««-It U not the expi* 
ring pang^ that h- worth thinking of in 
an event that mnst happen oae day, and 
may befal U9 on any given moment**^ is 
thenfiemory which the ftoldierleaves behind 
hini) like the long train of light that fol- 
lows the •sunken sun-^that is all which is 
W0rth caring for^ whidi distinguishes the 
death of the brave or the i^oble, .When 
liihink^ o£ death, Mr Morton, as a thing 
worth thioking of, it is in the hope df 
pressing one day some well-fongUt and 
.hard^woQ^eid of battle, and dying with 
.the siiout4>f viotory in my ear"**/Aa^ would 
be«w<orth dying for^ and more, it would be 
. worth having Uved for T 

^ At the moment when Orahame deliver- 
ed these sentiments, Iiis eye glancing with ' 
€be jnartial enthusiasm which formed such 
A prominent feature in bis character, a 
gory figure, which aeemed to rise out of 
4bhe floor of theapartment, stood upright 
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before hiiOi and presented the wild person 
and hideous features of the maniac so oft- 
en mentioned. His face» where it was not 
covered with blood streaks, was ghastly 
pale, for the hand of death was on him. 
He bent upon Claverhouse eyes, in which 
the grey light, of insanity still twinkled, 
though just about to flit for ever, and ex- 
claimed with his usual wildness of ejacu- 
lation, '^ Wilt thou trust in thy bow and 
in thy spear, in thy steed and in thy ban- 
ner? And shall not tjrod visit thee for 
innocent blood ? — ^Wilt thou gloyy in thy 
wisdom, and in thy courage, and in thy 
might? And shall not the Lord judge 
thee ? — Behold the princes, for whom thou 
hast sold thy soul to the destroyer, shall 
be removed from their place, and banish- 
ed to other lands, and their names shall 
be a desolation, and an astonishment, and 
a hissing, and a curse. And thou, who 
hast partaken of the wine-cup of fury, 
and hast been drunken and mad because 

10 
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thipreof, the wi$h of thy heart shall h6 
granted to thy loss, and the hope of thine 
^own pride shall destroy thee. I summon 
.^hee» John Grahame, to appear before the 
tribunal of God. to answer for this inno- 
.cent bloody and the seas besides which 
thou bast shed/' 

He drew his right hand across his bleed- 
ing face, and held it up to Heaven as he 
uttered these words, which he spoke very^ 
IcHidy^nd then ddded more faintlyi *^ How 
long, ' O Lord J holy and true, doest thou 
not judge and avenge the blood of thy 
saints?" 

As he uttered the last word he fell back- 
wards without an attempt to save himself, 
and was a dead man ere his head touched 
the flpor. 

Morton was much shocked at this extra- 
ordinary scene, and the prophecy of the 
dying man, which tallied so strangely with 
the wish which Claverhouse had just ex* 
pressed. Two of the dragoons who were 
in the apartmenti hardened as they were^ 

vol., IV. £ 
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and accustomed to sticli scepes^ showed 
-great constern^ation at the sudden appari* 
^ioD, the event, and the words which pre. 
ceded it. * Claverhouse alone' was 'unmo** 
ved. At the first iistant oir Mucklewrath'a 
af)pearance9 he 4iad put his hand to his |>is# 
tol, but on seeing the si tuition of the 
^otrndedwretch, be immediately Withdrew 
% and listened with great composure to 
his dying exclamation. 

When h6 dropped, Clavci*house afrked, 
$n an unconcerned tone of voice — *^ How 
(ramp the fellow here ?— Speak, you starhig 
fool," he added, addressing the nearest 
idi'agoon, ^* unliess you would have me think 
you such a poltroon as to fear a dying 



»» 



titan. 

The dragoon crossed himself, and replied 
intha fanltering voice, — '*That he had 
'Escaped their notice when they' reinfdved 
^the other bbdies, as he chanced to have 
ikllen where a cloak or two had been flung 
aside, and covered him.** 
. ' <<'T4ke hfm aWay now^ then, you gaping 
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iiKat, and Me 4diftt lie xlocs-not liitey«Q^> to 
futuasi old: proverb to>«luRiie»*^Thi» M^a 
3iewiineident, /Mr^MbftoD, that d«ad men 
^ould rise 6nd ipundr ut from «ur 4toels» I 
must see that my blackguavds'grifid tiieir 
swords sharper ; they used not to do their 
work so slovenly.— But we have had a busy 
day ; they are tired with their bloody work, 
and I suppose you, Mr Morton, as well as 
I, are well disposed for a few hours repose.** 

So saying, he yawned, and taking a can* 
die which a soldier had placed ready, salu- 
ted Morton courteously, and walked to the 
apartment which had been prepared for 
him. 

Morton was also accommodated, for the 
evening, with a separate room. Being left 
alone, his first occupation was the return- 
ing thanks to Heaven for redeeming him 
from danger, even through the instrument- 
ality of those who seemed his most dan- 
gerous enemies ; he also prayed sincerely 
for the Divine assistance in guiding his 
course through times which held forth so 
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many dangers and so many errors. And 
having thus poured forth his spirit in pray- 
er before the Great Being who gave it, he 
betook himself to the repose which he s(> 
much required. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

I 

The chai^ is prepared, the lawyers are mel^ 
The judges all nuiged«-« terrible dhow! . 

Beggar's OperMr 



' So deep was the slumber which succeed*^ 
ed the agitation and embarrassment of the 
preceding day, that Morton hardly kne>v 
where he was when it was broken by the 
stamp of horses, the hoarse voice of men, 
and the wild sound of the trumpets blow* 
ing the revcillie. The serjeant-major im-i 
mediately afterwards came to summon him^ 
which be did in a very respectful manner, 
saying the General (for Claverhouse now 
held that rank) hoped for the pleasure of 
his company upon the road. In some situ^ 
atioDs au tntimation is & commandi and 
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Morton considered that the present occa« 
sion was one of these. He waited upon 
Claverhouse as speedily as he could, found 
his own horse saddled for his use, and Cud- 
die in attendance. Both were disarmed 
of their fire-arms, though they seemed, 
otherwise, rather to make part of the troop 
than of the prisoners; and Morton was 
permitted to retain his sword, the wear- 
ing" which was, in those days, thedistin* 
guishing mark of a gentleman. Claver« 
bouse seemed also to take pkas4»re in Ti- 
ding beside him, in conversing with him^v 
and in cpnfounding bis ideas when be at« 
tempted to appreciate his real character* 
The gentleness and urbanity of his gene^ 
»1 manners, the high and chivalrous sen<^ 
timents of military devotion which be oc-^ 
casionally expressed, bis deep and accu* 
rate insight into the human bosom, de«r 
manddd at once the approbation and tlw 
wonder of those who conversed with bim^^^ 
while> on the other hand, his cold indifib* 
fenee. to military violence* and cruelty^ 
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8€[ieix)ed altogether iacoi^istexit with th« 
a0cial> and even admirable qualities wbich 
he s displayed . Morton could hot help> ia 
his heart, contrasting him with Balfour oC 
9ttrley ; and so deeply did the idea impress 
him, that he dropped a hint of it as they^ 
rode together at some distance from the 
troop« 

. ** You are righti" said Ciaverhouse, with 
a smile ; '' you are very right — we are both 
£inatics; but there is. some distincti6n be-^ 
tween the fanaticism of honour and that^ 
of dark and sullen superstition." 

^' Yet.you both shed blood without mer« 
cy or remoxse," said Morton, who could 
nat suppress, his feelings^ 

** Surely," said Claverbouse, with the 
same composure; /' but of what kind?-^ 
There is a . difFerence/ 1 trust, between^ 
the. blood of learned and reverend p^elatea 
and sdttilars, of gallant soldiers and noble 
gentlemen, and the red puddle that stag« 
nates in the veins of psalm^ainging mechjt- 
nicS) crack-^braii^ed demagogues, and suU 
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len; boors; — some distioction, in sbort» ber 
tween spilling a flask of generous wiui^ 
and dashing down a cann full of base 
xnuddy ale." 

^* Your distinction is too nice for ray 
comprehension/* replied Morton, " God 
gives every spark of life — that of the pca^ 
sant as well as of the prince ; and those wba 
destroy his work reckles3ly or causelessly^ 
must answer in either case. What rights 
for example, have I to General Gi:ahaine*& 
protection now, more than when I first met 
him?*' 

** And narrowly escaped the consequen- 
ces, you would say/' answered Claverhouse 
— *^ why, I will answer you frankly* Then: 
I thought I had to do with the son of an 
old round-headed rebel, and the nephew 
of a sordid presbyterian laird; now I 
know your points better, andthere is that 
about you which I respect in an enemy as 
much as I like in a friend. I ha^ve learned 
a good deal concerning you since our first 
meeting, and I trust that you have found 
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that my construction of the information 
^s not been unfavourablie to you/' ' ' 

" But yet,** said Morton 

'' But yet/' interrupted Grahame, taking 
lip the word, " you would say you were? 
the same when I first met you that you 
are now? True; but then, how could I 
knowthit? though, by the by, even my 
reluctaitce to suspend your execution may 
shew you how high your abilities stood in 
ihy estimation." 

^ ^' Do you expect, General," .said Mor« 
ton, " that I ought to be particularly grate- 
ful Tor such a mark of your esteem ?" • 
- " Poh ! poh ! you are critical," returned 
©tiiverhouse. *' I tell you I thought you 
ft' different sort of person. Did you ever 
read Ffoissartr** 

.** No," was Morton's answer. 
• " I have half a mind," said Claverhouse,. 
"to contrive you should have six months* 
imprisonment in order to procure you that 
pleasure. His chapters inspire me with 
more enthusiasm than even poetry itself. 

£ 2 
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And the noble canon, with what: true chi« 
valrous flying he C9ii>fia^s bis beaiitiAil ex« 
pressions of soixow ta the death of the gal- 
laal and hig]b<«bred knigb^;^ of whon^ it was 
afiity to see thefall, such was his loyalty 
to bis kiogi pure faith to ^his reUgiim, hardi# 
hood towards bis eoemy^ apd fidelity to 
bit lady-love ! — ^Ah. benedicite 1 how he 
wtllntioom over the faU of such a pearl of 
knighthoodi be it on the side he, happen^ 
to favour; or on the other. But, truly, for 
sA^eeping/rom the face of the earth some 
few hundreds of villaiu' chiirles, who are 
born bufe to plough it, the high-born and 
inq4ii6itiye historian baa marvellous- little 
sympatby'-^as little, or less, perhaps^ thaii 
John Grahame of Claverhous^." 

^' There is one ploughman in your pos* 
session. General, for whom," said Morton, 
*' in despite of the contempt in which you 
bold a professiol^ which spQ^e pbilpsopheM 
have considered' a^ useful as that of ^ solr 
dier, I would hiimbly request your favour*" 

^^ You mean^" said Claverhaiif^, loQking 
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at a memoniQdttm*book, '^ one Hatiberick 
^ He«M«ri?k:— or — or — Headrigg. Ay, 
Ctttbl^rt, or Caddie Headrigg— here I 
h|iv« him^-rOi iM^er, foar . hiiB» if he will 
be but tractable. The ladies of Tillictu- 
diem made interest. with me on his. account 
some time ago* He is to marry their wait* 
ing-maidi I think» He will be allowed to 
slip off easy^ unless his obstinacy spoils his 

good fortMne/- 

'^iJe has no ambition to be a martyr, I 
believe*" said Morton. 

'' Tis the bet^r for him/' said Claveiw 
house* ** Bnt, besides, although the fel^ 
io9i b%d more to answer for, I should stan4 
his. frieQd^ for (he s^ke of the blundering 
gallantry which, threw him into the midst 
of our r^fiks last night> when seeking as* 
sbt%Hce for y oil. I never desert any man 
who trDsM me with such implicit confi- 
dence. But, to 4eal sincerely with you, he 
has been long in out eye.~Here, Halli^ 
day ; briiig. me up. tjtie black-bpok." 
. Tkp serjeaot^ h^viog comi^iittedto his 
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eoinixiander this ominous record of the di«^ 
affected, which was arranged in alphal>etH 
cal order, Glaverbouse, turning over the 
leaves^as he rode on> began tb read names 
as they occurred. 

* Gumblegumption, a minister, aged 50, 
indulged, close, sly, and so forth— Pooh I 
pooh !-^He-^He — I have him here-^Hel- 
thercat; outlawed— a preacher — a zealous 
Cameronian^—Keeps a conventicle among 
theCampsie hills— Tush f— Q, here is Head- 
rigg — Cuthbert ; his mother a bitter puri- 
tan^ — himself a Mmple fellow-— like to be 
forward in action, but of no genius for 
plots — more for the hand than the headj 
and might be drawn to the right side, but 

for his attachment to- (Here Claver- 

house looked at Morton, and then shut 
the book and changed his tone.) *' Faith- 
ful and true are words never thrown away 
upon 4ne, Mr Morton. You may depend 
on the young man^s safety t*^' 

^^ Does it not revolt a mind like yours," 
said Morton, ^' to follow a system which 
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15 to be supported by such minute enqui* 
^ies after obscure individuals ?" 

/* You clo not suppose we take the trou* 
hie P' said the General haughtily. " The 
curates, for their own sakes, willingly col«» 
lect all these materials for their own regu* 
latioQ in each parish ; they know best the 
black sheep of the flock. I have had your 
picture for three years.*' 

"Indeed?" replied Morton. "Will you 
favour me by imparting it ?** 
» " Willingly/' said Claverhouse ; " it can 
signify, little, for you cannot avenge your* 
self on the curate, as you. will probably 
leavQ Scotland for some time.'*^ 
; . This was spoken in an indifFerent tone. 
Morton felt an involuntary shudder at 
hearing words which implied a banishment 
from his native laiid^ but ere he answered^ 
Claverhouse proceeded to read, * Henry 
Morton, son Of Silas Morton, Colonel of 
horse for the Scottish parliament, and ne- 
phew of MoFton of Milnwood — imperfectly 
educated, but with spirit beyond his years 
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-^excell^ot at all exercises-?-<-ia4iff9tot to 
forms of religion, bujt seemst to iaclioe to 
th^ presby terian — ^has high-flpw|i and dan-* 
gerous notions about libie^rty of thought 
and^P^^c^t ^^ hQyejrs. between a latltu* 
dlnarian and an ^n.tbusiaait Much admired 
and follpwed. by the youth of his own age 
— nvodest, quie^ and unaasuming in man- 
ner^ but in his heart peculiarly bold and 

intractable, JH[e is' " Here follow three 

red crosses/ Ml Mgrtpo^ which signify 
triply dangerous. You see bow important' 
a. person yo^^; are»^-But what does, this fel- 
lqw» wasit ?^' 

A horsemau rpd^ up aa he spoke^ and 
g^vQ a letter. Clavcchoju^ft glanced it orer^ 
laughed scornfully, bad^ him tell his mas- 
ter to sj^qd his pri&0J^«rs to Ediuburglv fot 
th^re. ws^s no, acis^er ; and* . a3. the man 
turned back, said coptempjt^ously to. Mom 
tQn— '" .H?re is i« aljy of ypuw d^s^rted 
frpqi you, of ratljiw, I should «y* aa aHy 
of your good friend Burlfy-T^H^j how li^ 
sets forth~r^ Duar Sir/ (I WQU^^r when 
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we weM suich latioiatiesi) ' may it please 
y^iiur ExcelUnoy to. accept, my bumble coa^ 
gri^lwlakioQs 09 tb^ VictoFy'-^hum^^bmn 
i-^* : J^aned be. hU Ma\)ef ty 's army. I pray 
y<Mi to underatand I have my people ua« 
di^Fr asms to take aud intercept all fug^ 
twe9> and have already several prisoqera/ 
aftd 90 forth. SubacribcdfivU OUfant-^ 
You..luQAW tlM^ fellow by iia»e^ I sup^ 
poaeP" 

*' A relative of ^ady Margaret Bellen* 
dei^ is be not ?" 

" Ay/' replied Grabamei, " and I)eir male 
of her father's family^ though a diitant one, 
smd miOKQver a suitor to the fair Sditbi 
though discarded as an unworthy one ; butt 
aboye all, an admirer of the estate of TiU 
li^ludlem, and all thereunto belonging/' 

/^ He takes an ill mode of reoommendv 
ii^ .hlmadf/' said Morton, suppressing, his 
otffU: feelings, ^' tp the family at Tillietu# 

diem, by Qorresfippdiog with our unhappy 
party/' 
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^' O, this precious Basil shall tura^atln 
pan with any man I He was displeased 
with the government, because they would 
not orerturn in his favour a seHleinent of 
the late Earl of Torwood which gave hir 
own estate to* his own daughter ; he was 
displeased with Lady Margaret becauiei 
she shewed no desire for his alliance, and 
with the pretty Edith, because she did not 
like his tall ungainly person. So he held 
a close correspondence with Burley, and 
raised his men with the purpose of help** 
rng himj if he needed no help, that is, if 
you had beat us yesterday — And now the 
rascal pretends he was all the while pro- 
posing the King's-serVloe, and, for aught 
I know, the council will receive his pre^ 
text for current coin, for he knows hdw t» 
make friends among them. And a~ dozen 
scores of poor vagabond fanatics will Im 
ahot^ or hung, while this^HiHuing scouuJre) 
lies bid under the double cloak of loyalty, 
well lined with the fox-fur of hypocrisy/* 
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r.Wi^ conversation on this and other 
matters they beguiled the way, Claveiw 
house all the. while speaking with great 
frankness to Morton, and treating him ra« 
liier as a friend and companion than as a. 
prisoner ; so that, however uncertain of his 
fate, the hours he passed in the company 
of this remarkable fnan were so much lights 
ened by the. varied play, of his imagina^ 
tion^ and the depth of his knowledge of 
human nature^ .that since the period of his 
becoming a prisoner of war, wiitch relieved 
him at once from the cares of bis doubtful 
and dangerous station among the insure 
gents, and from the consequences of their 
suspicious resentment, his: hours flowed on 
less anxiously than at any time since his 
liaytng commenced actor in public life*- 
He. waa. now, with respect te his for-. 
tttne» like a rider who. has flung his rein& 
on . the. horse's nock, and, while he aban^ 
doned himself to . circamsjtancesy was at 
least relieved from the task of attempting 
to direct themt In this mood he journey* 
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edoii^ the number of his companions. he* 
iog contiAually auginented by detached 
parties of horse, who came in. firom every, 
qiiarter of the countryi bringing with thenv 
for the most parti the unfortunate persons 
who had fallen into their pov^n At length 
they approached Edinburgh* 

** Our council said Claverhaose^ ^^ be«« 
ing resolvedi I suppose, to testifyi hy their 
present exultation, the extent of thetc 
former terrori have decreed, a kind of trU 
umphal entry to us victors and our cap« 
tivei; but as I do not quite approve the 
taste of it> I am willing to avoid my own 
part in the^shew, and, at the same time, to 
save you from yours/' 

So saying, he gave up the command of 
the forces to Allan, (now a Lieutenant^-con 
lonel,) and, turning his hoi^eintp a by^lui^ 
rode into the city privately, aocempanied 
by Morton and two or three servants^' 
When Claverbouse arrived at the quartcea^ 
which he usually occupied^ in the Canons 
|[stte> he assigned to his^ prisoner a smali 



afsttutiit^ with an inlinMilioffe^ .tW bUj 
pewkiCDfifiotfibhinttpit for tl}^ pr^ieat, ,. 
^ After abaul a j^utrter of an hoiir - spje^t* 
ia i ao&tary musiiig: oa.tfae , atoaoige; vic^si«*/ 
tsdefipf lufrlatelife^ the attentiQA.'Of Mor«^; 
tpa wa&. siusmoiMd . to the wtndo^w; by a 
gveat Daise ia tbe stroet beneatb* Trumr 
pets, dnunS) and kettiotdruins,. cQateu^^d. 
in noise with the sfaottts of a numerQus. 
n^le, and appmedixioi that the royal chi- 
valry were pasaing^ in. the triumphal attin 
tttde which Ci;averhouAe had mentioned*. 
The magistratea of the city> attended by^ 
their guard of halberts, had met the yic->. 
tors with their welcome, at the gate. of 
tbe city, and now preceded them as a Tp^fi 
€f£ the procession. The next object wa^ 
two heads bOrne upcm pikes ; and before 
each bloody head were carried the hands 
of the dismembered sufferers, which were^. 
by thci brutal mockery of those who. bore 
Uiem, often approached towar<is - each 
other as if in the attitude of exhortation 
or prayer. These bloody trophies belonged 
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to two preacberi who bad fallen at Both^ 
well Bridge. After them came a cart ledlr 
by the executioner's assistant, in whicit 
were placed Macbriar, and other Iwo pri« 
sonersy who seemed of the same profM*" 
sion. They were bareheaded, and strongly 
bound, yet looked around them with aa 
air rather of triumph than dismay, and ap« 
peared in no respect moved either by the; 
fate of their companions, of which the^ 
bloody evidences were carried before tbem^^ 
or by dread of their own approaching e»- 
ecutioui which these preliminaries so .plains 
ly indicated. 

Behind these prisoners^ thus held up to' 
public.infamy and derision, came a bodyaf 
horse, brandishing their broadswords^ and 
filling the wide street with accIamatiQiiiy 
which were answered by tb|^ tumultuoui 
outcries and huzzas of the rabble, who, in 
every considerable town, are too happy in 
being permitted to huzza; for any thing 
whatever which calls them togetben la 
the rear of these troopers came, the maia 
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boify of the prisoners, at the head of whom 
were some of thehr leaders, who were treat- 
ed with every circumstance of inventive 
mockery and insult Several were placed 
on hoisebaek with their faces to the ani- 
nnl's tail ; others were chained to long bars 
ofiron, Airhich they were obliged to support 
ia»thdr hands^ like the galleyslaves in 
Spain when travelling to the port where 
tbey are to be put on shipboard. The 
hinds of others who had fallen were borne 
iw triumph before the survivors, some on 
pikes and halberts, some in sacks, bearing 
the names of the slaughtered persons label- 
led on the outside. Such were the objects 
wbO' headed the ghastly procession^ who 
seemed as effectually doomed to death as 
liiiKy wore %ht sanbenitos of the condemn- 
edi-beretics in an auto^da^fe. 

JSehmd them came on the nameless crowd 
to^theiwrnber of several hundreds, some re- 
taining under their misfortunes a sense of 
ceiifidence in the cause for which they suf- 
fered captivity^ and were about to give a 
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^BtiW tnore blood^r testHYNsmy ;'otteT9 Mem- 
'tlleit iiWn ttiitods t*dr [i^itdeiicc'iii'Wfp^ii- 
^ii6ttie ivetiue ttecrtigli %f*bli they inii^t 
^ei?ei4pe fte>m the fconseq^tficts of ^lAeir 
^iiashlress. Oshefs tbfrre were wbo^fi^em- 
^d itfcKfra1)l6 ^ forfeimg am ^F^fiion dti^^i^ 
^tibject, or of -ehttrtOThifrg feithe^ hope, 
H:oiifid*nce, or fear, biit *W1k>, "foettmug #H;1i 
^thirst And fttigiie, 6<ulfiMed ' l^wjg Hate 
ovet-dti^tin Oxen, lost to< every 'tUfng^lmt 
then* f^rtseut i^toe of wi^tfchedirets,* tl«d 
**<vithoiit Ifatittg tfny distinct idea Mrfc^tJber 
%hey 'Ij^ere^drtven' to the shati^bles or to 
ifhe i^adttire* These UtifoWmiate iheir iWfe 
•^ydtd 'c^ ' eiaeh' ^tettfd by »tr^b}>ers, lAid 
behind them dtme-^the inain'faody'bf^flie 
^a'v^alry, whose inili^ary mus^ic 'res^e««^d 
tradc^'firtmV the Wgh hoti^ei oth tstth hkle of 
*he s*4^^et, ^nd imtaglett Mrittr'«he*r^«#»w 
wtig^ of>ibt4ee &tid''tH«iit^fa, '«tfd>«ktf ^f^d 

ifht^tftsof tfaetabfole. 
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Morton felt hkisclf he«rt-siok ^bile lie 
gazed on the dismal spectade^ • afad reoog« 
weed id the bloody heads and ^tiH tnore 
nmerable and agonized features of the li- 
ving si^erers, faces "which 'hiKlkMn fami. 
Uar to him during the brief Inrarrection. 
lie rank down in a chair io a ^bewilder- 
€daiid s^pifted state, from which he was 
awaked by the voide of Cudtelie. 

'^ Lord fei^'e us; air T'^ said the poor 
fellow/ bis teeth ehatterhig like a pair of 
^tttH::#aekers, bis hair erect ^Uke boar's 
bristles, and his face as )^le as that of a 
ftorpse— " Lord fargi'e us, sir! we tnaun 
^tatitiy gang before the conteil — 'O, 
Lord, what made thetn send for a puir 
bodie like me, sae mefny'bmw lords 'and 
f^ettties l-'-^and theref*s tny molftier 4some on 
4ht ttamp frae G4a9gow to see to gar me 
testify, as'^be<m's it, that is to say, con- 
'ftss and be'ittnged; butde'il-tek me if 
they mall sic a goose o' Cuddie, if I can 
«do b^tter^ But heve's Cfo'iNsuiiduiK fatnuel 
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-^the Lord preserve aud forgre w, I say 
anes mairj" 

*• You must immediately attend the 
council, Mr -Morton," said Claverhouiflie, 
who entered while Cuddle spoke^ " and 
your servant must go with you. You ii^ed 
be under no ; apprehension for the conse* 
quences to yourself personally. But I 
warn you that you will sefi something that 
will give you much pain, and from which 
I would willingly have saved you, if I had 
possessed the power* My carriage waits 
us-r-shall we go ?" 

It will be readily supposed that Morton 
did not venture to dispute this invitation 
however unpleasant. He rose and accom- 
panied Claverhouse* 

*^ I must apprise you/' said the>iatter»as 
he led the way down stairs/ '^^ that you 
will get off cheap, and so will your ser- 
vant, providing he can keep his tongue 
quiet." 

Cuddie caught these last words to bis 
exceeding joy« 
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* 

^ De^il a fear o* mc/' said he/^' an* my 
mother doesnapttber finger in the pye/' 

At that moment his shoulder was seized 
by old Mause, who had contrived to thrust 
herself forward iato the lobby of the apart- 
ment. 

«• •* O, hinny; hinny !" said she to Cuddie^ 
hanging upon his neck, *^ glad and proud, 
and sorry and humbled am I/a' in ane and 
the saame instant, to see my bairn ganging 
to testify for the fruth gloriously with his 
mouth in council^ as he did with his wea* 
.pon in the field." 

" Whisht, whisht, mother,'* cried Cud- 
die impatiently. '* Odd, ye daft wife, is 
this a time to speak o* thae things ? — I tell 
ye ril testify naething either ae gate or an* 
other. Ihae spoken to Mr Poundtext, and 
VU tak the declaration, or whatever they 
ca' it, and we're a' to win free off if we 
do that — he^s gotten life for himsd and a' 
his folk, and that's a minister for my siller ; 
I like nane p' your sermons that end in a 
psalm at the Grassmarket/' 

VOL, IV. F 
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'^ O, Cuddie, tnait; laHH-waA Ibe^^ tli^' 
suld hurt ^e,'* said old Mattsej' divided 
grtevDUsly %etwccti the safety of her son's 
isoul ^rtd that of bis body; ^'butitiind, my 
bonniy'bairn/ ye bae battled ftr the fiittfe, 
and dicfna let the dread o' losing creature- 
comforts withdraw ye' ftae*thegude fight." 

" Hout toutj mother,'' replied Cuddie, 
•M hac ibught e*ctt ower muckle-already, 
and, to speak plain, Tm^ wearied o^ th^ 
trade. T hae siuraggered wi' a* thae arms, 
and mmquets, and pistols, buff-coats, and 
bandaliers, lang enengh, and I like the 
pleugh-paidlc a hantle better. * I ken nae- 
thi<ng suld gar a man fight, fthat'sito* say; 
when he's no angry,) by and ont^taken the 
dread o' being hanged^ or isMeA if ^le ttrm 
back.** 

*^ But, my deiar Gnddic,^ continued the 
persevering Mause, *• yont bridal garment 
—Ob, hinny, dinna^sully the marriage gar- 
men tl" 

**Awa', awa', mrtther," Tepl led Cuddie ; 
** dinna ye see the folks waiting for me ?-^ 
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Never fear me — I ken how to turn this far 
better than ye den— for ye're bleezing awa* 
about marriage, and the job is hoMr w;e are 
to win by hanging." 

So saying, hA exiacftted himself out of 
his mother's embraces^ and requested the 
soldiers w^took him in charge to con- 
duct him to the place of examination with- 
out delay. He had been already preceded 
by Claverbouse and Morton. 
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CHAPTER VIL 

My native land, good night* 

Lord BtRoiir. 

'9 

•I 

The Privy CDuncil of Scotland^ itt whom 
the practice siQce the union of the crowns 
vested great judicial powers, as well as 
the general superintendance of^the execu- 
tive department^ was met in the ancient^ 
dark, Gothic room, adjoining to the House 
of Parliament in Edinburgh, when Gene* 
ral Grahame entered and took his place 
amongst them at the council table. 

" You have brought us a leash of game 
tO'day, GeiieraV said a nobleman of high 
place amongst them* ** Here is a cravea 
to confess — a cock of the game to stand at 
bay — and what shall I call the third, Gc- 
neral ?" 

" Without further metaphor, I will en- 

10 
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treat your Grace tp call him a person in 
whom I am specially interested/' replied 
Ciaverhouse* • 

*^ And a whig into the bargain/' said 
the nobleman, lolling out a tongue which 
was at all times too big for his mouth, 
and accommodating his coarse features to 
a sneer/ to vrbich they seemed to be fa- 
milian 

** Yes, please your Grace, a whig, as 
^dur Grace was in 1641,'' replied Olaver* 
house, with his usual appearance of imper* 
turbable civility* 

'VHe has you there, I think, my Lord 
rDuke,!' said bne of the Privy Counsellors. 

** Ay, ay," returned the I>uke, laughing, 
^* thereV no speaking to him since Drum- 
clog^^but come bring in the prisoners — 
and do you, Mr Clerk, read the record/' . 

The clerk read forth abpnd, in which 
General Grahame of Claverhouse and Lord 
£va,ndale entered themselves securities, 
that Henry Morton, yduu^er, of Miln wood, 
ihould' go abroad and remain io farei^n 
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piartfl, until liisi Majesty^s pleaftur e was fiM> 
ihet kndWD^ in respett ef the aaid Heufjr 
Morton's accession to the Ute reb^liot^ 
bbd that ttncter' penalty' of life and limb to 
fh6'8ai4 Htmy Morton^ (fnd of ■ t6b . ^botv^ 
sand fnarkis td^eadb of his secturilief^; - 

^* Da you accept; of thcf Kia^'a^-nKreif 
upon thesfe ' terms, Mr Morton ?^* M^<the 
Duke of Lauderdale, who presided in the 
<X)un<ri1r 

^f r have ne other ehoibe/ my L(^r ^^ 
plied Morton* 

^^Then subscribe your, imiiti in the fo> 

bord/^ 

. Morton did so Ivithoot reply,' eohsotoUa 

that^ in the cif cuMstances of his cAse, it 

-was itnpoBsible fof fatm^ to hare escaped 

more easily. Maicbriar> who was at the 

same instant brought' ta tbie fooCdf tht 

councii tables bound upon^a ofaair^ ibr his 

weakiiess prevented* him 'from ^Ekaadksig, 

beh^ld^Morton in thfe aetof wl»t he act* 

«d6niit«dtapbstk«^' 

'' H^ hath stttnin^'bis^d^ftbtiofi b^i»wb« 
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ing the carnal power of the tyrant !" he 
exclaimed, with a deep groan—'** A fallen 
star l-T-a fallen star T - 
. ^' Hold your peacj?, sir/' said the Duke> 
^^ and keep yout ain breath to cool your 
s^in. porridge — ye'U find 1;be^ scalding, hot> 
I promise you. — Call in the othec fellowy 
who ,has some common, sense* One sheep 
will leap,the ditch when another goe^ first/' 
Cuddie was introduced unbound^ but 
^nder the guajrd of^two halberdiers, and 
placed beside Macbriar at the bottom ^ of 
the. table, The poor fellpw ca»t » p^etM» 
look arpuiid him, m whioh were mingled 
awe, for the great men in whose presence 
he stood^ and compassion for his fellQW« 
sufferets^ wkh no small. fear x)f the person- 
al consequences which impended over him. 
He made his clo\irni8h obeisances with a 
double. portioQ of reverence, and then 
awaited the opening.jof the awful scenew 

** Were you at the battle of fiothwell 
Brigg£" was the first ^tue«tion which waa 
thundered' in his ears.. 
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« 

Caddie tneditated a denial^ but had sense 
enough, upon reflection, to discover that 
the truth would be too strong for him ; so 
he replied wi£h true Caledonian indirect- 
ness of respon^, 

** rU no say but it may be possible that 
I might hae been there.?' 

" Answer directly, you knave— yes or 
no ?-^You know you were there/* 

" It's no for me to contradict your Lord* 
ship's grace's honour,*' said Cuddie. 

" OiKJC more, sir, were you there ?— 

yes or no ?''' said the Duke> impatiently. ' 

" Dear stir,'^ again replied Cuddfe^ 

*' how can ane mind preceesely where they 

hae been a* the days b* their life r"^ 

*• Speak out, you scoundrel/' said Gene- 
ral Dalzell, " or I'll dash your teeth out 
with my dudgeon-haft-^Do you think v^e 
can stand here all day to be turning and 
dodging with you, hke greyboutids after a 
hare?" - 

** A\vceV then,** said Cuddie, " since 



naethitig eke will please you, write down 
that I caaiiot deny but I was there/' 

« Well, sir,^ said the Duke, « and do 
you think that the rising upon that occa* 
sion was rebellion or not?**, 

•* I'm no ju^t free to gi*e my opinion, ^ 
stir, on what might cost my neck ; but I 
doubt it will be very little better." 

" Better than what ?" - 

'^ Just than rebellion, as your honour 
ca's it,'* replied Cuddie. 

" Well, sir, that's speaking to the pur-» 
pose. And are you coo tent to accept of the 
King's pardon for your guilt as a rebel, 
and to keep the church, and pray for the 
King?'"^ 

^' Blithely, stir ; and drink his health in* 
to the bargain, when the ale's gude:'' \ 

*^ I^adi" said the Duke, ^' this is a hear- 
ty cock.-^What brought you into such a 
scrape, mine honest <friend ?-' 

'* Just ill example, stir, and a daft auld 
jaAid of a mother, wi' reverence to your 
Grace's honour." 

f2 
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«* Wbtyi Godta^ra«€Sri tiiy friend, I think 
thou ai*t Beit lifeelj^ to comtnH> treafita d& 
tbide o\vti.»cbiibL-^Make oiit his fret par- 
i^% and ibfingi forwted the^ t^gim rin the 
chair/* ^ 

Maci'briar W&6 then moved ftMrwa'sd- to 
thb fiostof ^ivamtBaiion; 

'^ Were you: atithe betHe bf'^Bdtiiltar^l 
Bridge?" was, in like manner, rdciflianded 
of him* 

«< I was,"* answered the prkott^ir^ in e 
'boM «nd rerolutJe tone. 
^^ Wtere yon ^aroued F 

"I was nbt**^I went fO' my; calling as. 4 
pTtsicdier of Pod'8 wtcmliy to Bfuccrnsage thieitt 
that drew the sword in his cause/* 

' ^ lb 'Other Words, to aid iamd abcft ' tile're- 
bels ?^' said the Dnke.f 

'< Thou ha^t spokt^ it^^ ref lieki .tte ^i- 
ik>&er. 

^* Well, thein,^contitRK»kit]wi«t€ffog» 
itor, '^ let tts kiyow if you saw Johd^Bilfbur 
of Burley ^nong^ the ftitfl^l presiame 
you know him V* 
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'^ I bless God that I do know hinij'' ce- 
plied Macbriar; ^^he is a zealom and a 
skiceM Cbtistiaik'' 

' ^^ Abd'Wh^n afid i;9hei'e did you last see 
Urie ^ous perscaage?' was^the query which 
inraiiediately followed* 

^ I am here, to aps^'er for myselfi and 
not f to^endaaf^er 4)iher s/^ 

" We «haiMcnow;»'' said DaIzeU»^^ how 
to make you find your tongue/' 

*^ If you can;iiake.;him fancy biaiself ia 
a Qonvei^Ucle/' .answered Laudeidale^^^'be 
witi find it without you««-*Come> laddie, 
speak' while, the^playis good^^you're too 
yoiQQ|^toJ)eaflbe burthen wiU he laid on 
you elsei^* 

. /* I defy yoV cetorted Macbriai*.^ ^' This 
has^ not been the first of wy imprisoamente 
for of my. sufferings^;/ and, youn^ as I may 
be, Ihave liyed long enough to know how 
to die when I am called upon/' 
^' ** Ay, but there are soine thinga which" 
jpust go before an easy de^th^ if you oon» 
tinueobstinate/'said J iS Htt de rd aW^ and rung. 
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a ismall silver bell which was placed befoire 
him on the table. 

A dark crimson curtain, whicH covered 
a sort of niche, or Gothic recess in the 
wall, rose at the signal, and displayed the 
public executioner, a tall, grim, and hide* 

' ous man,, having an baken tabte befbl^e 
him, on which lay thumb-screws, and aa 
iron case, feaHed the Scottish boot, used in 

^ these tyrannical days to torture accused 
persons. Morton, who was unprepared 
for this ghastly apparition, started wheil 
the curtain arose, but Macbriar's nerve* 
were more firm/ He gazed upon the boiw 
rible apparatus with much composure^ and 
if nature called the blood from his cbe^k 
for a second, resolution sent it back to hia 
brow with greater energy; 

" Do you know who that man isr" feaid 
Lauderdale, m a low, stern voiee, almost 
sinking into a whisper. 

*^ He is, I suppose,*^ replied Macbriar^ 
" the ij[ifamous executioner of your blood* 
thirsty, commands upon the- persons of 



GiedV people. He and you are equally be- 
neath niy regard ; andy I bless God, I no 
ittojre fear what he can inflict than what 
you can command. Flesh and bipod may 
shrink under the sufferings youcan doom 
me to, and poor frail nature may- shed 
t^ars, or send forth cries ; but I trust my 
souUs anchored firmly on the rock of ages." 
. " Do your duty/* said the Duke to the 
executionep. 

The fellow advanced, and asked, with a 
harsh and discordant voice, upcm which of 
Ihe prisoner's limbs he should first employ 
his engine. - » 

^^ Let him^chopse for himself," said. the 
Puke ;^*I should like to oblige him in any 
thing that is veasonable." 

" Since you leave it to me," said the pri»» 
lif^ner, stretching forth his right leg, '^ take 
the best — I willingly bestow it in thecause 
for which I suffer/' 

.The executioner, with the help of the 
assistants, inclosed the leg and knee with- 
.in the tight iron Jbloot^ or case^ and then 
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pltcitig^a wedge of tlie same metal beiiraeii 
the knee and tfaeredigeof the macbm^ t&ok 
ia mallet m bis hand» and slodd waltiogif^Mr 
farther otdetsw A wel(-drea9ed mao^ fay 
(professian a sufgeooi^pboedtbHiiself byi the 
other 'fiide of the pmoner's tebairi bared 
t)^ prisokier'd arsv and ap|)lied?bfa tbitmb 
to the pUlse m order to regulate r the tet- 
tAre aocdrda^ng t(t the strength ^^tbe pa- 
tient. When these preparations were made^ 
the presidtot ^^tbe eoanbtl ffipeatedVitb 
the 8an»e stern Toioe tbei]ues4teii/: V When 
add whereidid^ybu^ last: sec JohA^Balfoto 
of Barley ?** 

The prisoner, ikis<tead«f teply ing t4 bim» 
turned his '^es to tHeaveu aa it rmpioyrng 
Divine strength^ &ad tniUlcfed h fe# words,. 
^f whiK^h llie last were distiDfCtljDaudtblei 
^'Thou h^st said thy people ^ikbe wiUisg 
in the day of thy power !" 

The Duke of Lauderdale ^kneedrhia'C^ 
around thexaunoil as if to eolfeot . their 
suffrages^ and/ jiadging) from tbietrttmite 
aigns^ gav^on^hisawupwrttanodf to tbe 
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^nnoHtimieri whose mallet instantly de- 
scended on tbe wedge» and| forcing it be- 
tweea tbe knee .and the iton boot, ooca- 
stoned 'the)mos| exquisite pain» as was evi* 
dtnt. froffli' theAttsh whiclT instantly took 
place on the brow and on the cheeks of 
the' sufferer. The > f ello.w< then agai a- raised 
his weapon^ and stood prepared to give a 
second blow. 

, " Will y^w yet say/' repeated the Duke 
«f Lauderdale, ^* whereraird when you last 
4>ar ted from Balfour of Burley r" 
I ** You have my answer/^ said the suf- 
ferer re^lutely) and the second blow fell 
The third and fourth succeeded, hut at the 
fifth^vfWhen aJacger wedgCr had been intro^ 
duced, the prisoner set up a screafU' of 

. Mor4;0Br whose blood hoiled within him 
M:^ibneasing ^uchcruelty, could bear no 
^ger^ia&d» although .unarmed and himself 
H^ igr^t danger, was sipring.ing forward, 
¥4ieii^laverhouse, who observed his emo- 
tki»^ withheld t ham by force, laying one 
hand on his arm and the other on his 
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mouth, while he whispered, " For Gael's 
sake, think where you arc P' • 

This movement, fortunately for him, was 
observed by no other of the counsellor^, 
whose attention was* engaged with the 
dreadful scene before them. 

"He is gone,** ^ard the surgeon-^" he 
has fainted, my Lords, and human nature 
can endure no more/* 

'^ Release him/* said the Duke, and add- 
ed, turning to Dalzell, *' He will make am 
^old proverb good, for he'll scarce ride tOp 
day, though he has had his boots on. I 
suppose we must finish with him.** 

"Ay, dispatch his sentence, and have 
done with him, we have plenty of drudgery 
behind/'^ ^ • i . 

Strong waters and essences were* busily 
employed to recal the senses of the unfor- 
tunate paptive ; and, when his first faint 
gasps intimated a return of sensation, the 
Duke pronounced sentence of death upda . 
him, as a traitor taken in the act of open 
rebellion, and adjudged him to be Carried 
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frdm the bar to the common place of exe* 
cution, and there hanged by the neck ; 
his head and hands to be stricken off af^ 
ter death, and disposed of according to the 
pleasure of the councily.and all and sundry 
hts^ moveable g^ods and gear escheat and 
inbrought to bis Majesty's use. 

** Doouister/* he continued, " repeat 
the sentence to the prisoner." 

The office of Doomster. was in these 
days, and till a much later period; held by 
the executioner, in commendam^ with his or- 
dinary functions. The duty consisted in re- 
citing to the unhappy criminal the sentence 
of the Jaw as pronounced by the judge, 
wbieh acquired, an additional and horrid 
emphasis from the recollection, that the 
hateAil personage by whom it was uttered 
was. to be the agent of the cruelties he de* 
H0unced. Macbriar bad scarce understood 
the purport of the words as fii*st pronoun-, 
ced by the Lord President of the Council ; 
but-he was sufiiciently recovered to listen 
alid to reply to^ the sentence when uttered 
by the h^rsb and odioiu vqice of^ tlie ruf- 
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fian who was to execute iti and at the last 
awful woids, " And this I pronounce for 
doom," he answered boidly— '• My Lords^ 
I thank you for the only favour Xloqlcfrd 
for, or would accept at your handsr najj^e* 
ly» that you have sent the crushed, uid 
maimed carcase which has this .day. su»> 
t|uned your cruelty to (his hasty epd.< It 
were indeed little to me, whether I pe- 
rish on the gallows or iiy the priffion-^house. 
•But if deaths foUo)v/i%g close on what I 
have this day suffered, had foupd t^e in 
jny cell of darkness and bondage, many 
plight have lost the ;sighl ho\i^ a^ Cluis- 
tian man can suffer in the; good c^ufe. 
For the rest« I forgive you, my Lords^ for 
what you have apfK>inted ^d I have sus- 
tainod-^And why should I nQt?---Ye send 
one to a happy exohapg^^Ov the company 
of angels and the frpifjts of tiiejust^lbr 
that of frail dust and a$he4ki-Ye send me 
f^om darkness imtOK day^.from^ mortality 4o 
ifnw>rtality — and| hi. a wor4» from elffth 
to heaven i-r^}f lb« thanl^js/ (herefofe^ ^N 
pardon of a dying m^o DMi do i y^ou^ good, 



Mkt thtm it my hand^ and may your last 
mometif s .b£ at happy ak ittine T 

V As he' spake tbuii with a cotinteAance 
radiant with joy and trium|>b| he Was 
withdrawn by those who had brought him 
into- tlie apati/tfiedt, and executed within 
half an hour» dyirig with the saiiie enthu- 
siastic firnmess which his whole life had 
'^incdd^ ' 

Thetx^nticil broke up(» and Morteb found 
' himself agaih in thj> carriage with General 
Grihame; 

V ^*^ Marvellous firinness and giilUntryr 
Said Morton, as he reflected upon Mac- 
iiriar's conduct ; *^ What a pity it is thai 
with suchself^evotidn and hfef oi^m ihoUld 
kave bfeen^ihingled the fiercei* featured of 
fciswittr 

.' " Yod medn/' said Clavferhiuse, ** his 
resolution to condemn you to ttea/tlkP'^^to 
%hBtr be 'would haVe Tcbonciled hinjaelf by 
a single-text ; for eixiample^ > * And PbineAS 
tfrose and executtckjudgment/ gr som^^^ 
thing to the same purpose — But wtst ye 
where you are now boundj Mr Morton ?" 
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"We are on the road to Leith, I ob* 
serve," answered Mortoti, "Can I nt)t be 
permitted tosee my friends ere I lealve my 
native Und V* 

" Your uncle/' r.epHed Grahame, " has 
been spoken mth) and declines visiting 
•you. The good gentleman is terrified^ 
and not without good reason, that the 
crime of your treason may extend itselT 
over his lands • and tenements^^he sends 
youj however, his blessing and a small sum 
of money. Lord Evandale continues ex- 
treniely indisposed. Major Bellenden is at 
Tillietudlem putting matters in order. The 
scoundrels. have made great havoc there 
with Lady Margaret*s myniments of anti^ 
quity, and have destroyed what the good 
lady called the Throne of his most Sacred 
Majesty. Is there any one else whom yoa 
wmtld wish to sec ?" ' 

Morton sighed deeply as he answered 
*^ No — it w6uld avail. notbitig«Mb'ut imy 
pf eparationsy-^small as they are, some must 
lie necessary/' 
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^ -'STb^.are all ready for you," said the 
i^eneral. ^' Lord Evandale has anticipated 
all you wish* . Here is a packet from him 
with letters of recommeiidatioq for the 
court of jtheStadthdider Prince of Orangey 
tOArhich I have ^dded one or two. I made 
.my first .campaigns und^r him>~ and first 
isaw ^re at the: battle of Seneff. There are 
jalso bills of exchange for your immediate 
wants, and more will be sent whjen you r^ 
^uire it.** , 

i Morton heard, all this, and received the 
'|>arcel with an astounded and . confused 
.look, so sudden was the execution of the 
.sentence of banishmient. 
- ,*^ And my servant ?" he said* 
f . ^Mie shall be ca,red for, and replaced, if 
dk be practicable, in the service of Lady 
; Margaret Bellenden ; I think he will hard- 
Jy neglect the parade, or go a whiggingti 
second time.~J8ut here we are upon the 
iquay, and the boat waits you.*' 

It was- even as Claverhouse said; A 
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beat waited f<)r Captain Morton ^wath tfaa 
trtinks and baggage belonging to hia jrsnkl 
Giftverfaottae shqok hia:) by the handi and 
wkhed l^m good foi^tunay and a- happy re- 
turn to Scotland 411 qtiietar times. 

*< I shall 'liever forget/' he »aid, " the 
gallantry^ your behaviiMr to my friejad 
Evandale, in drcmnatances when, many 
men ^ould' have sought to rid him -out oi 
their way." 

Another friendly pressure, and they 
parted* As Mortoa descended the ^ier to 
get f nt0 the %oat, ^ hand placed in his a let- 
ter folded up in^eiy smallapace. He* look- 
ed round. The person who gave it seamed 
much muffled up; he piessed hi« finger up* 
*^n his lip^ ^nd then disappearedamong'the 
crowd. The incident awafkened M>or<ion^ 
curiosity ; and when he found himself 4>a 
beard of a vessel bi^und^ for Rotterdam, 
^ndsaw all his companiofis of the voyage 
busy making their own arrangement^/ lie 
took opportunity ^a open She billet thus 
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fnys^^icMiiljr tfcmst upon him. It ran 
thuB:-^** Tfcy courage on the fatal daj^ 
when I«raeHkid before his enemies, hath, 
in s6me measure; atoned for thy unhappy 
awning of the Erastkn interest. These 
are^ not days for Ephraim to strive with 
israd.-^I know thy heart is with the 
daughter ^of tlic stranger. But turn from 
thatfotty ; for in exile, and in flight, and 
even in death itself, shall my hand be hea- 
vyagainst that bloody and malignant house, 
and Proiridencc hath ^ivien me the means 
of iheting unto thcrt with their own mea- 
sure of ruin and confiscation. ' The resist- 
anfce' of their ttrong-hold -was the main 
catuBe of our behig scattered at Bothwell 
Bridge^ and I *have bound it upon my soul 
to TTsit it upon them. • Wherefore, think 
of her no more, bttt join with our brethren 
in' banishment, whose hearts are still to- 
wards this miserable land to save and to re* 
lieve ^hcr; 'There is an honest remnarit in 
Holland whose eyes are looking out for de- 

4 
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liv^rance. Join thyself -unto tbcm like tTie 
true son of the stout and worthy Silas 
Morton,, and thou wilt have good accept^ 
ance among them for his sake and for 
thine own worjcing. Shouldst thou be 
found worthy again to labour ia th^ vine- 
yard, thou wilt at all time^ hear of my in- 
comings and out-goings> by enquiring af^ 
ter Quintin Mackell of Irongray, at the 
house of that singular Christian woman, 
Bessie Maclure^ near to the place called 
the HowiT, where Niel Blane entertain* 
jeth guests. So much from him who 
hopes to hear again froni thee in brother* 
hood, resisting unto blood, and striving 
against sin. Meanwhile, possess thyself 
in patience. Keep thy sword girded^ and 
thy lamp burning, as one that wakes in 
the night; for He who shall judge the 
Mount of Esau, and shall make false pro* 
fessors as straWj and malignants as stubble, 
will come in the fourth watch with gar- 
ments dyed in bloody and the house of Ja* 
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cob shall be for spoil, and tbe house of Jo. 
sepb for fire» I am he that hath wrUtenit, 
whose* hffod hath beea on the mighty in 
the waste field." 

This esLtraotdinary letter was ^ufascrihed 
J. B. of B. ; but the sigaatiine of these ini** 
tials was not necessary for painting out to 
Morton that it could c^die fram no other 
than Buriey. It gave him new occasion to 
admire the indomitable aporit of this mai^ 
whcv with art equal to his courage and ob-^^ 
stinacy, was even now endeavouring to 
re-restabUab thie web of conspiracy which 
had beensQ lately tons to pieces* But be 
felt no sort of desire, ia the present mo^ 
menti to sustain a jcorrespandenqe which 
mu8ti>e perildua, or to renew aa associa^ 
tioB) which, in so many ways, bid been 
neatly fatal to him. The threats which 
Bnrley hdd out against the famiJy of Bel-* 
leaddefli he considered as a imere expres* 
sion pf his spleen on account of their .de» 
fence of Tillietudlem ; and nothing seem- 
ed less likely than that> at the very mo* 

voii. xv^ a 
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ment of their party being victorious, their 
fugitive and distressed adversary could, ex- 
ercise the least influence over their for- 
tunes. 

. Morton, however^ hesitated for an in* 
stant, whether he should not send the Ma^ 
jor or Lord Evandale intimation of: Bur-' 
ley's threats. Upon consideration, fael 
thought he could not do so without be- 
traying his confidential correspondence; 
for to warn them of his menaces would 
have served little purpose, unless be had 
given them a clew to prevent them, by ap* 
pr ehending his person ; while, by doing so^ 
be deemed he should commit an ungene* 
rous breach of trust to remedy an* evil . 
which seemed almost imaginary. Upon 
mature consideration, therefore, he tore 
the letter, having first made a memoran* 
dum of the name and place where the ' 
writer was to be heard of, and threw the 
fragments into the sea. 

• While Morton was thus employed the 
vessel was unmoored^ and the white sails 
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swelled out before a favourable north-west 
wind. The ship leaned her side to the 
gale, and went roaring through the waves^ 
leaving a long and rippling furrow to track 
her cours^ The city and port from which 
he had sailed became undistiQguishable in 
the distance; the hills by which they 
were surrounded melted finally into the 
blue sjky,. and Morton was separated for 
several years from the land of his nativity. 
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Vfhdm does tida^ j;illlop withal f 



It 18 fortunate for tale-tellers that tfaey 
are not tied down like theatrical writers 
to the unities of time and place, but may 
conduct their personages to Athens and 
Thebes at their pleasure, and bring them 
back at their convenience* Time, to use 
Rosalind's simile, has hitherto paced with 
the hero of our tale; for, betwixt Mor- 
ton's first appearance as a competitor for 
the popinjay, and his final departure for 
Holland, hardly two months elapsed. Years, 
however, glided away ere we find jt possi- 
ble to resume the thread of our narrative, 
and Time must be held to have galloped 

s 



over %h^ inftet vaL Cr»vingi tljer^forei the 
privil^^ of my ^^U I entrw^ the rpa^w's 

{ittciation tp the cpntinuatipn of (lie P^rr^^ 
^iv^, a^ it ^tert^ from » new mr^ being 

Srit^h RevQlutiao. 

jjii^ cpnviilsion 0Qc««iQAa4 by a cbapge of 
ijyp*»ty, wd, through th^ pru4^pt tojcf 
rAPce of King \J^illi^a), had narrowly e^Q^r 
ped thfi horrprs of a protir^^^d civil w^r* 
AgricqUnre began to rayive; wd to^r,, 
i^hofe mind* had been diiitqrbfd by th^ 
Violwt politic*! cptiCMsgipQs, and tb^ g^^ 
nfiral ch^ng* of govergtnfint in phMrch fiid 
stete, hftd began tP rwpver their prdinary 
temper, f^nd to givp the n3nal attention to 
their pwn private affairs in lieu of disenss- 
ipg thpw pf tb0 public. The IJighl§nd- 
erii i^lpne re$iiited the newIyiefttftWi^bed pr-^ 
derpf things ^nd were in 4rni3 itt a eonsi* 
dwable body under the Vliepantpf Pnff«- 
dfiOy whnin our widerfi hove hithcrltp kno wtt 
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1)y th^ name of Grahame of (^ave^houBcr. 
But the general state* of the Highlandl 
was so unruly, that their being more of 
less disturbed was not supposed greatly 16 
affect the general tranquillity of the coun^ 
try, .so long as their disorders were cbnfr 
ned within their own frontiers.' Iii the 
Lowlands, the Jacobites, now the uhdeK 
most party, had ceased to expect any inii 
mediate advantage by opeo resistance, and 
were, in their turn, driven to hold private 
meetings, and form association^ for mutual 
defence, which the government - tttmeA 
treason, while they cried put persecution/ 
The triumphant whigs^ while they re- 
established presbytery as the nationarreli- 
gioii) ^nd assigned to the General Assem- 
blies of the Kirk their natural influence 
were very far from going the lengths which 
theCameronians and nK)re extravagant por^ 
tion of the non*confofmists under Charles 
and James lotidly demanded; They woul^ 
Ibten to no proposal for re^stablUbirtg Che 
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Solemn League and Covenant ; and those 
who had expected to find in King Williani 
a zealous Covenanted Monarch were gric« 
vously disappointed when he intimated, 
wrth the phlegm peculiar to his country^ 
bis. intentions to tolerate all forms of.reli- 
gion which were consistent with the safety, 
of the.dtate. The principles of indulgencei 
thus espoused and gloried in by the go* 
vernment, gave great offence to the more 
violent party, who condemned thelm as dia^' 
metrically contrary to Scripture ; for which 
narrowrspirited doctrine they cited various 
ttxts, all, as it may well be aupposed, de- 
tached from their context, and most of 

a 

them derived from the charges given to 
the Jews in the Old Testament dispensa-- 
tion to extirpate idolaters out of the. prd*^ 
mised land. They also murmured highly, 
against the influence^ assumed by secular 
persons in exercising the rights of patron- r 
age, which they termed a rape upon the 
chastity of the Church. They censured 
apd condemned as £rastian many of the 
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measures: by whiclr govcrnimeiit after the 
Revolution shewed in intimation to intet'* 
fere with the managdment of the Churchy 
and they positively refuged to take the oat6 
of allegianee to King William apd Queen 
Mary, until they should, on their part, have 
sWb^n to the Solemn League and Cove- 
nant| the Magna Charta, as they termed 
it, pf the Presbyterian Church. 

This party, therefore, remained grum- 
bling and dissatisfied, and made repeated 
declarationa agiiiist defections and causes 
of wrath, which, had they been prosecu* 
ted as in the two former rieign^, wouldi 
Ikvt led to the saihe consequence of open 
rebellion. But as the murmurers were al* 
lowed to hold their meetings uninterriipt* 
ed, and to testify as much as they pleased 
against Sooinianism^ Erastianism, and all 
the Gompfiaiiees and defections of tUe 
ti«e^ tlieir ttsal, unjftmn'd by persecution^ 
died gradually away, their numbers be- 
came diminished, and they sutik into the 
scattered remnant of scfioaS) scrupulous. 
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and harmless eolbusiasts, of whom Oki 
Mortality, whose legends have afforded 
^ ground*wofk of my Tatei may Jia ta-» 
ken as bo bad re{»resentetiVe« But in 4he 
years which immediately apooeeded Uie 
Revolution, the Can^ronians qontinued a 
^ct strong in numbers and vehement ia 
their polUieal epimons, whofp government 
wished to discourage while Shey {Mrudent-* 
ly temporiaed with them. These men 
formed one vioieot party in the states 
and the Episcopalian and Jadobite iate^ 
rest, notwithstanding their anqient and 
national anii(iosltyi yet repeatedly endea« 
wured to intrigue among them, and avail 
themaelves of -their discontents, to ob« 
tain their assistance in recalling the Stu;- 
art femily. The Eevolutionary govdruM 
ihent, in the meanwhile, was supported bv: 
the great bulk of the Lowland in,terest»! 
who were chiefly disposed to a moderate 
presbytery, and formed^ in a great iheai- 
sure, the party, who, m the fovpier op* 
presaive reigns, were atigmatiaed by the:: 

OS 
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Gaitaeronians/ for Mviiig exerctsed: that^ 
form of. worship under the declaration d£ 
Indulgence issued by-: Charles I L Suahr 
wa^ the state of parties in Scotland i^mmeri 
diate}y subsequent to the RevolutioQ. . .; 
/ It was upon a delightful ;sunimer evem 
keig; that a stranger^ well mounts, and: 
having the appearance of a military mmi 
of rank, rode down a winding deacon & 
which terminated in view of the romantiq 
i(uins of Bothwell Castle and the river 
Glyde^ which winds so beautifully b6«> 
tween rocka and woods to sweep aro^ndi 
the towers formerly bviilt hy Aytner ; dc: 
Valenbe. , Both well Bridge wa^' at a little 
distance^, and also in sight* .The.opposit^ 
field) once the scene of slaughter-and c^ih 
flicty now lay as placid and quiet as. the 
surfkce of a summer lake. The! tree$ andx 
hushes, which grew around in roniantia 
variety of shade, were hardly seen to stir 
under the influence of the evening breeze^ 
The very murmur of the river seoned to 
soften itself into unison with the stillness. 



1 
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df the scene arbund- The path,- through' 
iirbich the traveller descended, was'^ occar 
aionally shaded by detached trees of great 
niztf and' -elsewhere by the hedges and 
houghs, of flourishing orchards^ now loaden 
with summer fruits* 

' The nearest object of ^sonsequence was 
a farm-house, or it might be the abode xriP 
a small proprietor/ situated on the side of 
a sumiy bank, which was covered by apple 
and pear-trees. At the foot of the path 
which, led up to this modest mansion wair, 
a small cottage, pretty much in the situa* 
tion of a porter's-lodge, though obviously 
not designed for such a purpose. The hut 
seemed comfortable^ and more neatly ar*. 
ranged than; is usual in Scotland; it had 
its little garden, where some fruit-trees- 
and bushes were mingled with kitchen 
herbs; a cow and six sheep fed in a pad* 
dock hard by ; the cock strutted and 
crowed, and summoned his -family around 
him before the door i^ a heap of brush* 



/ » 
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WCiod Mid U9f, neitXymwi^M^i indreated 
that the winter jitel was 'provided $ «iid 
tlte Cbiti btoe smoke which aiesudeti fttmk 
^ semw4iotmd ^innfe)^, aad wiivted 
rfoltrly out fram amopg tfae^grebn^fwi^ 
shewed that the event isig meal was im tto 
^ of ben^ made iieiidy. To eomplete 
ijbe Iftcfe scene tof iwall peaM and oom« 
forty a gfifrl lof aiKmt five yeaa^s old n^s 
Itt^ng wattr iii a; pitcher f ron a beat^ti* 
fill fouatatn of the purest watery whiefa 
Imbbled up at the root of a decayed old 



oak-tree, mbaut twenty. y^rdsfrdm the «iid 
(^ tbe^co^ttage; . 

The stranger r^isicd up his horse, smi 
eaHedtb the little nymph, desiring to know 
tiM way to Faiiry 4(310 we* The cfaiki set 
down its water^pitober,^ hardly understand-* 
ing what ijirns said to her, put her &]r flax-* 
en l^atr apavt mi her brows, and opened 
her round bkie eyes with, the wiHideiing 
^' What's ye'rewull?" wfaseh is nsually a^ 
peasant's fiift an«ver, if it can :be called 
one, to all questions whatsoever. 



- * 



:.\Vii flmk :i».km9W ti» mjr. to &iry- 

M H iMMne^ smmmifi^'' ttcckitned tbq 
lifctlft rustir^ miiwiig tonmrds the door tif 
tSw iwt^ ^^^ooK: out Mmdsp^ to. this gait 

oo«Bqtnjr''Woinaii, to whoM fpatures^ ori^<^ 
aU|r sly asd t^iagle ip expreMifon, matri# 
aKm]^ had gtv^n tiuit dcoe&t nmcrasly «r 
winch pfitoaliady.nisrk8 4he fieasamt's wiA 
of 8c0fclsiid. Shehadaninfaifttiaaae^uan^ 
Md with the other she smoothed down her 
apnoD, to which hung a chshby 'ohtld. of 
t»ra .years ^Id. The elder girl^ whom the 
ttefveller h^d first sees, tell baok hehiidl 
her noc^her as soon as sIbb meppearfdy and 
kspt tluKt'Sbatton, opoaaioDBlly pieepiug out 
to look at the stranger,. ^ ^ 

. ^^ W^faat "was your pleasin^e^ )i»rr^' said 
tine -womns^ with an air ef respectful bceed^ 
ing; not quite common in her rank of 4^ 
hot without any thing resemhij^g^famfaM^^ 
ness. 
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The stranger looked at* her with gr^t 
earnestness for a moment, and then ' m^ 
plied/ ^M atn seeking a place called ^Faity* 
knoweV and a man . called (>othfa!6rt Head-> 
'igg- ^ou c^P probably direct >me to bim;": 

" It*s my good-man> sir," said the young 
^oman, with a' smile, of wdcoihe ; "will 
yau alight^' sir,, and come wto . onr 'poioir 
dwelling ? — Cuddie, Cuddie,*'-!— (a white- 
headed rogue t)f four years. appeared at the 
door of the hut)-^-^* Rin awa', my bonhie 
Qian, and tell your father a 'gentleman 
wants him.^^Ori stay — Jennys ycill hae 
Hi&iriense; — rin ye awa' and tell him ; he's 
down, at the Four-acres Park.— Winna ye 
Mghf ' down and bide a blink, sir r— Or 
woul^ ye take a mouthfu' o^ bread and 
cbeesey^or a drink.o* ale, till our good*mao 
comes? It's gude aie,^ though I .shouldna 
aaysae that brews it; but ploughman lads 
work hard, and. maun hae something: to 
l^eep their hearts aboon by ordinary, s^e £ 
aye pit a good gowpin o\ maut to the 
browst.** 
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cfAs the atifaoger declined her courteo.ua 
oSktSi Cuddle, the reader*8 old acquatut-: 
aAQ^r ;ioade his appearance in person, ijia 
oQUUiJteQance; still presented the samemix* 
ture of .apparent dullneasi with o^casionaL 
^rjkles^ which ilidicated the craft so often; 
foupd in .the clouted shoe. He looked on 
the ridef as on one whom he never ;had be-> 
fi>re seen. ; andf like, his daughter and wife,) 
opened r the conversation with the regular^ 
que/y, '* .What's your wuU yfV me, sir ?** 
;< ^' I .have a curiosity t(> ask some ques* 
tion9 about this country ,**. said* the iraveU; 
ler, ** and I was directed to you as an.inteU: 
Ugent man who can. answer them/' 

" Nae doubt, sir/', said Cuddie/ after a^ 
moment^s hesitation ; " but I would first* 
like to ken what sort, of questions they 
sdre. , I bae had sae mony questions spee|:ed. 
at me in my day, and in. sic queer ways,, 
tbatrif ye.kend a'> ye wadna wonder atj 
my jealousing a' thing about, them* . My^. 
matlier. gar'd me learn the Single, Carilitcbi) 

6 
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yfkMk V8i a great vex ; than I behoved to 
learn ailottt my godfeUiavs aa^l godmotbeM 
to pleaie 1^ auM ladd^^ ; and wliiles I 
jtunbled them tfaegHtier and ^eaied aao^ 
o' tben ; and wben I oam to qmm's yet- 
tafee, cam antttaer kind V questioamg im 
fasiiioiiy that I liked irauv than EffectuaL 
GaUkig ; and the ' did promise and mow"* 
of the tane were yoked to the €iid of the 
todKr« Sae ye tee, sir, I aye like to bov. 
questions .asked before I s^swer tbem*^* 

^ Yoa have ^oihip^ to appreiieod from 
mmOf my good friend ^ they only f elate to 
the slate of tht eountry^' 

" Coun^tfy PV; relied Cuddle ; ^^ ou, the 
ooontry's weel anengh^ anMt werona that 
dow devil, Claver'se^ (th^^ea^ him fiun« 
d{w now) that^s stirring ^bout yet in the 
Utghla;!^, they . s^, wi' a' the Donalds, 
an4 DuQcaQSi^nd Dugalds, th^t^ev^r wore 
bottomless breaks, diiving about \viVhim, 
tuoet things aratear 9gain^ novir we haegot«»^ 
ten them a' f!easoiiably weel settled* But 
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Mackay wiH pil him dowa» there's Jittle 
doubt o* that i he'U gi'e bim bia fairing* 
ra be cftutiQrt fol it/* 
: •' What nidkti you w positive Dt that, 
my friend V^ aisk^a the bor$eman. 

*^ I beard it wi' my aia bgl,** answered 
Ciiddi^f^ *y fbretauld to him by a roan that 
had been tluee hours stane d^ad, and came 
back to this earth again just to tell biih his 
ftiiikd. It was at a i^Uce tbey ca' Drum- 
sbinnel*'' 

. ^' Indeed r ^aid the stranger; ^< I cak 
nirdly believe you, my friend.*' 

** Ye might ask my mother then, if (he 
were in life^ said Cuddle; ^^it was her ex- 
plained it a' lo me* for I thought the man 
had only been wounded. At ony rate* he 
spake of the casting out of the Stuarts by 
their very names* and the v^ngeantie that 
was brewing for Claver'se and his dra^ 

gooAft.. They ia'd the mau Habbakuk 
MiickleiTfath ; his bhiin was awee agee* 
6ut he wa9 a braw pieac^er for 4' that.'* 
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" YjOu se^em/' said the stranger, " to 
live in 'a rich and p^cetiil country." 

" It*^ no to complain o', sir, an* we get 
the crap w^el in,** quoth Cu^die ; " but if 
ye had seen the blude rinpin^as fast on^ 
the tap o' that bri^g yonder ad ever the 
wa^tier ran below it, ye wadna hae thought 
it sae bonnie a spectacle/' 
' " You mean the battle some years Mnce ? 
-^I viras waiting upon Monmouth • tiiat 
morning, my good friend, and did see^ 
some part of^he action," said the stranger. 

" Then yesaw abopny stour," said Cufd-^ 
die, "that sail serve me for fightitig^a' the 
days o* my lift,'— I judged yc wad b« a' 
ttfooper by your red scarlet lace-coat and 
your looped hat/' 

" And which side were you upon» ray 
friend ?" continued the inquisitive stran- 
ger. * '- '• . .» ' 
-^ "Ahaj ladr retorted Cuddie, with a 
knowing lookj or what lie designed for: 
such«—" there's nae use in telling that, um*^ 
less I kenn'd wha was asking qie.'*^ 



^^1 commend your prudence, but it i$ 
unnecessary; I knoMr you acted upon that 
ot^casion as serirant to Henry Morton.'' 
■\ *? Ay r said Cuddie, in surprise^ " how 
came ye by that secret? — ^No that Tneed 
care a ;bodle about it, for the sun's on our 
side o'~ the hedge now. I wish my master 
were living to get a bliiik o*t." * 

: ^^ And what became of him?" said the 
Jider. . •.'■', 

' /<'Ue was lost in the vessel gaun to that 
weary Holland^^clean lost— aind a' body 
perisliedi and my poor master amang them. 
Neither jnah nor nioase was ever heard o- 
mair/':^:Then Guddie uttered a groan. > 
/ *} You had some regard for him, then?'- 
continued the stranger. . . ; 

: " How could I help it?-?— His face was 
made of a fiddle, as. they. say, for a' body 
that looked on him. liked him. And a 
hraw Sioldier be was. .O, an' ye had but 
seen him down at the brigg there, fleeingr 
aJhrat lik€ a ileeing dragon to. gar folk 
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fight tint hftd iiQCo little will ttll't \ There 
srw lie end that sour whigamore they ca'd 
Bur!^*<^if twA men eotild hae won a ^eld^ 
we wadna. hae gotten etu^akins paid that 

day." 

'^ YiOtt mention Burley^^Dp yon know 
If heyetlivei?^^ . 

** I kenna muckle ahout hini« Folk lay 
ht wa$ abtcHui, and our wfibrert wad hold 
no communion wi' him. because o'his ha* 
Ting murdered the arehbishop. Sae he 
cam hame ten times. dourer than ever, and 
broke aff wi' mony of t\ie Presbyterians ; 
and, at this last tneoming of the Prince of 
Orange» he could get nae countenance nor 
conunapd for fear of his deviKsh temper* 
and he hasna been heard of siiice ; only 
some folks say, rhaf; pride and anger hae 
driven him clean i^ud." ^ 

; *^ And'-^and," said the tfaveltori after 
eonsidefafole he^itatioii)^*-*^ do you kooW 
any thing of I/>rd Evandale 9^ 

'* Piv I ken ony thing o' Lord Eran* 



dale ?-*'Dif I ito ? Is not my youag leddy 
up by yondet at the hornet that's as good 
as married to him ?" - 

" And are they not married, then?* 
said the rider, has tily» 

" No ; only what they ca' betrothed— 
my wife and I were witnesses — it's no 
ifiony months by past — it was a lang court* 
ship— few folk kenn'd the reason by Jen- 
ny and mysel.--But will ye no light down? 
I douna bide to see ye fitting up there, 
and the clouds are casting up thick in the 
west ower Glasgaw-ward, and maist ilkeily 
folk think that bodes rain.'' 

In facty a deep blacjk cloud had already 
surmounted the setting sun; a few large 
drops of rain fell, and the murmurs of dis« 
tfttrt thunder were heard. 

•The de'irs in this man,'' said Cuddie 
to himself ; ^* I wish he would either light 
air or ride-oUi that he may quarter himsd 
in Hamilton ot tlie shower begin." 

But the rider sate motionless on his horse 
for two or iinree moments after bis last 
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question, 'like one exliausted by some uu^ 
Qommon eflForU At lengthy recovering.hiro-* 
self; as if with a sudden and painful effort,^^ 
he asked Cuddie,, ** if Lady Margajet Bel- 
lenden still lived.'* ...,;. 

^ ** She does,-' replied Cuddie* ** but ia a 
Y^ery sma' way. They . hae been, a sad 
changed family since thae rough times be- 
gap ; they, hae suffered aneugh first and 
Ust — and to lose the auld Tower, . and a* 
the bonny barony and the. holms that I 
hae pleughed sae often, and the. Mains and 
my kale-yard that I suld hae gotten back 
again, and a* for naething, as a' body may 
say, but. just the want o'some bits of 
sheep-skin that were lost in the confiision 
of the taking of Tillietudlem.** 

*' I have heard something of this,'' said 
the stranger, deepening his voice and 
averting 4iis head. '^ I have some< interest^ 
in the family, and would willingly help 
them if I could. Can you give meahed 
ip your house to-night,^ my friend ?" 

'Mt's but a corner of a place, sir/' said 
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Cuddie, ** but we'se try, rather than ye 
sulci ri^e.on in the rain and thunner ; for,, 
to be free wi* you, ^ir, I think ye seein no 
that ower.we^l." 

. /' I am liable to a dizziness/' s^id the 
s^trangei*, " but it will soon wear off." 
if " I ken we can gi'e you a decent sup[^er,: 
sir/' said Cuddle ; ^* and well see about a 
bed as weel as we can. We wad be laith 
a stranger suld lack what we have, though 
wearejim ply provided for in beds rather;, 
for Jenny has sae mony bairns, (God bless 
them and her,) that ^troth I maun 3peak to 
Lord Evandale to gi'e us a bit eik, or out- 
shot o' some sort, to the onstead.'* 

** I shall be easily accommodated," said 
the stranger, as he entered the house. 

*^ And ye may rely on your naig being 
weel sorted,*' said Cuddie; ** I ken weel 
what belongs to suppering a horse, and 
this is a very gude ane." 

Cuddie took the horse to the little cow* 
house, ind called to his wife to attend in 
the meanwhile to the stranger's accom- 
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fnodation. The officer enteredi and threw 
bitnself on a settle at some dit^tanoe from 
the fire, a<id carefully turniag bis back 
to the little lattice, vnpdom* Jenny, w 
Mrs Headrigg» if the reader pleases/ re- 
quested him to lay aside the cloaks belt, 
and ilapped-litt which be wore upon his 
journey, but be excused himself under pre- 
tence of feeling cold ; and, to divert tlie 
time till Cuddie's return, he ent^^d into 
some chat with the ohildr^, carefully 
avoiding, diiring the interval, the inquini^ 
tive gUnccs of his landlady. 



* » 



J 1 



* f \ 



C . r 



V^ J!|0«A«TT. 1^ 



CHAPTER IX. 

Wlat tragieiean bedipi 4iM ^ I 

QiK ten^v 6if|>d4^«' ye ^tfh^ 

An4.1$>ve* of jfouth tii^t are no moral 



.CiJ»ows^pon .rft^unifijil, assuring th^ 
«t(a«^r, with » ckspifftl ypic?, " **t tbe 

horse was properly suppered up, • «nd that 
tib^ |md4$^Wff<P tha^U tti^ifff a bs4 up for 
im at 4h« bffjIA^ JPVr pjirpo^erlike aiui 
comfortahl^ than rtli? Ii^« P' t^I^iP. ppuld 
j;i'(6 hiw,- 

♦',AiJB th« fiwjUy «^t ^h(p house?" said 
the ttrapgfr, W^h^iAtejrvptAd a^d bro* 

«f ^o» -8^ ; they V» Aw*' vi' a* the ser- 
VfDtn^thej k«»p *flly 'tva now-a-days, 
Md nay gyd«r;vijf(V .t:ii^c& l)M ;tbe keys 

▼OL..IV. H 
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and the charge, though she's no a fee*d set« 
vant. She has been born and bred in the 
family, and has a' trust and management. 
If they were there^ we behoved na to take 
sic freedom without their order ; but when 
they are awa', .they will be wcel , pleased 
we serve a stranger gentleman. Miss Bel« 
lenden wad help a' the haitl warld an* her 
power were as gude as her will ; and her 
grandmother, Leddy Mai^aret, has an un- 
cp respect for the gentry, and she's no ill 
to the poor bodies neither — And now, wife, 
what for are ye no getting forrit wi* the 
so wens?** ■ 

« Never mind, lad,*' rejoined Jenny, 
^' ye sail hae them in gude time; I ken 
weel that ye like your brose het.** 
. Caddie fidgetted, and laughed with a 
peculiar expression of intelligence at this 
repartee, which was followed by a dia- 
logue of little consequence betwixt his 
wife and him, in which the stranger took 
no share. At length he suddenly inter- 
rupted them by the question— ►" Can you 

10 
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Miy jBAC wbeQ Lord £vandale*s marriage 
takes place?" . ' ; 

, " Very soan, we expect/' answered Jen- 
jxy^ biefore it was possible for her husband 
to rieply ; " it would h^e been ower afore 
now^ but for the death o' auljd Major Bel- 
lendea.? 

" The. excellejat. old manT said the 
stranger ; ^^ I heard at Edinburgh he was 
.90 more — Was )ic long ill?'* 

** He could na be said to hand, up his 
head after his brother's wife and. his niece 
were, turned out of their ain house; and 
heh^d himsel.sair borrowing seller to stand 
the lawr-but it was in the latter end o* 
.Idling Jafpes's days — and Basil Olifant^ 
who. claimed the estate^ turned a papist 
to please the managers, and then nae thing 
,waS:tQ be. refused him, sae the law gaed 
again the leddi^s at last, after they bad 
fottgl^yt a weary sort o' years about it,, and, 
as I said before, the M^or ne'er held up 
his h^ad again. And then cam the pitting 
awa' o' the Stuart line; and, though be 
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bad bat Httle tesMom to like tlMM, be 
couldna brook that, and it cleaii br^ke ^te 
heart o' bimf a&d Cfe<Ktofs (cam to Ofiarn« 
:wood wbA cleaned out a* that was tbtFCH^ 
he was never ridi> tbe gtnlevauld ttan, £k 
it^ dow'd na see ^ny body want.** 

'^ He was, indeed," said the stranger^ 
«^ith a faulteirag voice, ** afi atbmrablf 
»an«*^tiiat is^; I have benrd that te 'w«| 
so.— So the ladiea wete left wHhilftit fyih 
tone as well as without a prbtector i* ^^ 

^ They* will neither want the tane irar 
ihe :toda€r white Lord Evamdale liytsj^' 
aaid Jenny ; ** be has been a tnse (rieod i& 
'their gitit^fe^— £'en to the fodtase illey frre 
jsr is bis Lordship's ; at>d never inaai, 4m 
iny auld gudeoiod^er Msiuse <toed to -say; 
f ince the days of the |Mi«mith 9atcb, 
aerved sae lang. ^od aae aftir ft>r A wife ass 
^pcrde Lord Evandale faaa duare.'! 
, /* And why," said the »ttr»geri mWk % 
voiee that ^aiv^sred with «MYitk>ii^ ^* #hgr 
^ihe not socaier rewarded by the olt^cft^ 
•f his attachment?''' 
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^^ HirifV was tbe km^Biiit to be ended*'' 
Mid J'eniiy readilyi ^ ftyriby many other in^ 
aniy amngemen ts.** 

/^ Na, bftt^** said Cuddiet *^ there was 
a«>tiief neason ibrby ; for the young led* 

dy"~r- 

^ Whifthti baud your t^ngne^ and sup 
ylMir aeiWens/' said bn wife; ^' I see the 
geattofnau's far £rae we^l^ and downa eat 
o«r coarse supper*-^! wad kill him a chick- 
en in an instant*'' 

^^ There is ik> occasion,'' said the stran- 
ger ; ^^ I shall want only a glass of Wateri 
and to be left alone.** 

** Yoii*!! gi'« yonrsel the trouble tben 
to fellow me/' said Jenny, IrgbUng a small 
bintem, *^ and FU shew yo« the way.** 
; Cttddie; also proffered hit assistance;' 
but his wife r^mintied him, ^' That the 
bairns wouki be iefi; to fight thegither, and 
coapkneanitber ifMo the fire,^ so that he 
remained to take <^rge of the menage. 
. Hia wife led the way up a little wihdil^ 
path, which, after threading some thicketa 
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of sweet-briar and boneyiuckle, condocted 
to the back-^oor of a small garden. Jennys 
undid the latch, and they passed through^ 
an old-fashioned flower-garden^ with its 
clipped yew hedges and formal parterres^ 
to a glass-sashed door, which she opeiied 
with a master key, and lighting a candie, 
which she placed upon a small work^tablei 
asked pardon for leaving him' there fof 
a few minutes, untit she prepared his 
apartment. She did not e«:ceed five mi^ 
nutes in these "preparations ^ but, wb^en 
she returned^ was startled to find thfit the 
stranger bad sunk fotward with bis bead 
upon the table» in what she at first tfppre-^ 
bended to be a swoon. As she advahcied^ 
to hTro> however, she could discover by bis 
short-drawn sobs that it was a paroxysm 
of mental agony. She prudently drew 
back until he raised his heady and then 
shewing herself, without seeming to have 
observed bis agitation, infomaed him, that 
his bed was prepared. The stranger gained 
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at her a ipojiii^tit^as if lo collect the se&iie 
of her words. She repeated theaii and 
only bbndiQg his head^ as an indication 
that he understood her. he entered the 
apartnfient/ the door of which she pointed 
(^ut to him. It was a small bed-chamber, 
us^d, as she informed him, by Lord Evan* 
dale when^a guest at Tairy-knowe, con* 
nectingi on one side, with a little china- 
cabinet which opened to the garden, and, 
on the other, with a saloon, from which it 
was only separated by a thin wainscot 
partition. Having wished the stranger 
better health and good rest, Jenny de- 
s^ended as speedily as she could to her 
own mansion. 

'^ O, ,Cuddie !" she exclaimed to her 
helpmate as she entered, *' I doubt we're 
ruined folk r 

*^ How c^ui that be ? What's the matter 
wi' ye }"" returned the imperturbed Cud- 
die, who was one of those persons who do 
not easily take alarm at any thing. 

** WIja d'ye think yon gentleman is f— 



he is? Thefe'S haAlAvf >^giiia%tkAtfaHitf$ 
iMMl ififeVeiMMhfttiliclttilll^ lid1ll<i" MM'Cld'' 

di« ; " sic^ whig^ 6f tdiy, what &e*i «m 
caf6Wbtieli^be>r 

** Ay, but it's iAfr wU! diaglMftl £«t|fl^ 
dak's WftifirMgfe k^typ^ if H'« M tNi'bfij^ 

t§t lo6iked toy" silid J«iitt^ ; ** Wi iSkis 

£dith'& fifSt j<H^, f6\» iitt attkl UHtttMi', 

** Th« deMl, irottiftn I" eitcliuin«d Ctl^ 
die, sUi-tiiigup, *' tiN>W ^ thst liHtt bUttd? 
1 1»^ hat kete'^ Mr Hitfy Mbiftbu^^iiftg 
ahunder/' 

" Ay, bwtj Ottddie lad,*' j«pUed J«nli}r, 
** i^hOugl^ yt iu:e nb bUfrd; ye iittjA BM W»' 
tice-taking as I am." 

"* Weieli it'biit ffar niijbd^ ye eaki: dMt np 
tb infc jttSt' ttt^ ? or Wbat did yt- set 1itN>ltt 
thte ttai& tttift #tur Itk^ dttr Mbiirteril&try^ 

" I will t«ll y«»'' stfid Jleimy ; « HjiAMtAi!^ 
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tiii'loMjMng his ftce frae us, and speakhig 
^ a lAadt'ffke vfAtt^ «ae I eVci tried Krtfi 
wi' 80tne tales if lang syne, and when I 
vpdee d- tke brose, ye keoi tie dtdna just 
Ittogb^he^s wifet gwrc for that ncw-ai» 
itfayt9^«^i4)lK4)e gae a gledge wi'lris e'e that 
I fcenn'il he took «>p What I said. And a' 
4fit^ftti^s 19 flfbout Mm £dif h V manriage, 
muA I n^er saw a man tmtrr tant tloWfi wi^ 
true loNre in my days— 1 mtg^t say matior 
^fnan^^bnfly I Tniml het^ ill Miss Editii 
*tras irhen »he first gat wwd that him and 
If oufyemueWe graeeTe88loon)were conning 
against TiWfetndfeiti w? the tebels.— 'But 
"Wlurt^ the ttmttcr wi* the man now ?** 

^* Wlraf^ the nmtter w? me, indeed ^ 
Mtd'Cnddie, who was again hastily put* 
tifug on some of the garments be liad strip- 
ped himself of, ^ am I m) gann up this in-* 
:rt3irtto See ttiymaister?* 

1 *^ Indeed, *Ctiddie, ye are gaun nae sic 
gate,'t«aid Jenny, coolly and resolutely; ' 

^^ The dc'a's in the wife,*^ siid^Cuddie; 

H 2 
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" d'ye think I a(p ,ta be Jqh© TamiS^oii's 
man, and maistered by women ^ the days 
o' my lifer" 

" And wha*s man wad ye be ? And wha 
wad ye hae to maister ye but me> Cadd^ie 
ladr" answered Jenny. " TU gar ye com- 
prehend ia the making of a hay-band- 
Naebody kens that this young gentlemaii 
lives bat oursels^ and frae that he keeps 
himsel up sae close, I am judging that he's 
purposing^ if he fand Miss £dith either 
married; or just gaun to be married, he wad 
just slide awa' easy and gi'e them t)ae mair 
trouble.— -But if Miss Edith kenn'd that he 
was< living, and if shevere standing before 
the very minister wi' Lord Evandale when 
it was tauld to her^, she wad say no ^wben 
i^be suld say yes.'* 

" Weel," replied Cuddie, *' and what's 
my business wi* that? if Miss Edith likes 
her auld joe better than her new ane, what 
for suld she no be free to change her mind 
like ither folk ? — Ye ken, Jenny, Halliday 



QLV HOETALItT. H^ 

^ye tbteepa he. baii a promise frae your- 

*^ Halliday's a liar, and yeVe a gomeril 
4o hearken till him, Cuddie. And then for 
this leddy's choice, lack-a-day 1 — ye may 
be sure a' the gowd Mr Morton has is on 
^the outside o' his coat, and how can he 
k^ep Leddy Margaret and the young led* 
dyr 

, " Isna there Milnwpod ?** said Cuddie. 
*^ Nae doubt, theauld laird left his house- 
Keeper the life»rent as he heard nought o' 
bis nephew.; but it's but Speaking the auld 
wife fair, ai^d they may a' live brawly the- 
gither, Leddy Margaret and a'.'' 

** Hout toiit, lad," replied Jenny, ** ye 
ken them little to think leddies o' their 
rank wad set up house wiVauId Ailie Wil- 
souy when they're maist ower proud to tak 
favours frs^e Lord Evandale himsel. Na, 
.ma, they mai^in follow the camp, if she tak 
Morton/' 

. " That wad ^ort ill wi' the auld leddy, 
to be sure/' said Cuddle; '^ she wad hard- 



» 

wain." 

*^.H^e«i ft(6 A #f^Dg M thKNf <«ra4 4« 1>e- 
tWetb thetA a' «k>tf i vA^ tnA Uif,** (Mil> 
thAed JtMf. . . 

mate, who had reserved her strongest lu^* 
gUtiniiBt CO the l«S% «* il tbfi Attrti^^ wi' 
lord EVUndMle to bVOAftfttfii^ WllM;4j|«aeb 

«C lo^r sdii bit fKee4oW8e)'«iid th« ^Akf^ywi, 
ittd the dttv^ gttw?^! ti^flr duit w «wi 
Ihae bbiilUjr teirfts #Hl be tttWed 9a lift 
wide warldi^ 
lleffe letlny |yeg|«ii to %hii»|Kr^<;)^ddie 

Writhed hiittmlf ^U titty Mid ti»t wft|v 
the v«<7 ptetttre «f kMtfciniioii. At teflf^ 
** Wed-, woflMXr) icMMHa y« «etl ut wint 

%« sttM ^, witlKMkt a* fhto dift abdol itf 
"* ilttst di» M^iiii^ tit a'," Mdd Jknay. 
" Never seem to ken ony thing aVtUt <M» 

:gtti^tAimi utid fat foot iifo «ay a imsd 
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fa(iU9*.^Aii' I had kemi*fl I vrad hM gfm. 
hMBtmy^^in bed^ 4aid Alwpit in ftb« byre ^ 
lie^ltad gMve up by> Imt it caitma be helfiit 
Miw. Th« ttoftet tfamg't to ^et bm ^mnily 
mnu* tbe niNrfi) siid I jtwlgc h^)Ah^ in tim 
batty to cowe btck iagmW^ 

^Mty fyiiir maidtM !" skMiCiidiikio ; ^asd 
HaKMi I BO ilpeilc to fakSj then ?^ 

" For yoiif HfiB» ii<h'* 8»M Jbn&y ; " yelte 
jVDi^obiigrd to b«i bim ; mnd 1 iMdna fate 
taukl ye^ tialy i fieanfcd yie wid kfca him ia 
iht tiioniiig.'' 

^Awmly^ Biid Caddit^ Mglmig hfeatily^ 
^' f fte awa' to ^ugfa Ihe mitfiUU tdbea ; 
ibv^ if I Ml no to ^tek toiMtn, I ^bad ta- 
tliev be mrt oVthe gatei.'' 

" Very right, my dear/'.ftlpiied J^smiy ;^ 
** navbody hfiB bettei^ scttse tbaa you ^Aitn 
ye crack a bilk wi' ane oiror year affkirt^y 
hvA: ye luid ne^ec do ocy tfaiitg aff hand out 
d' your abi head." 

*^ Jkae wad: tbilik ^'s ti^/' quoth Ciid- 
4ie} ^ Ibr 1 hte aye had aome 'CailtMV Or 
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ijuean or another, to gar mfe ^ng. ik&r 
gate instead o' my ain. There was first 
my mother/' he continued/as he undressed 
and tumbled himself into bed-^** than 
there was'Leddy Margaret didcia let me^qia 
my soul my ain— -tbaii my mother and her 
quarrelled, and pu'ed mt tiitra ways at ance^ 
as if ilk ane had an iend o* me. like Punch 
and the Deevil rugging about the BakMiaC 
the fair — and .now I hac gotten a wife/' he 
murmured in contiauaticmy as he stowttd 
the blankets around hi^.person> ^^ and she s 
like to tak the guiding o' me a* thegitberJ* 

*^ And am na I the bestgiiide ye ever 
had in a* your lifer'* said Jenny, as' sht 
closed the conversation by assuminjg her 
place beside her husband^ aiid extingukb- 
ing the candle. 

Leaving this couple to their repose, we 
have next to inform the reioler,. that, early 
on the next morning, two ladies on hoarse* 
back, attended by their servants, aBrkyfed 
at • the house *of Fairy-knowe, whom, to 
Jenny's utter confusion, she instantly n- 
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cogoized as Miss Bellendenj. and Lady 
Emily HamiltoD^ a sister of Lord Evau- 
dftle« 

^/ Had I no better gang to the house to 
put things to rights?" said Jenny, coa- 
founded with this unexpected apparition* 
. " We want nothing but the pass-key^* 
said Miss. Bellenden ; ^* Gudyill will open 
ihe windows of the little parlour/' 

" The little parlour's locked, and the 
lock's spoiled/* answered Jenny^ wha re- 
collected the local sympathy between that 
apartment and the bed-chamber of her 

guest* 

"In the red parlour,, then/* said Miss 
BcUenden,. and wde up to the front of the 
house, but by an approach different from 
that through which Morton had been con- 

ducted.. 

" All will be out/' thought Jenny, ** un- 
less I can get him smuggled out of the 
house the hack way/' 

So saying, she sped up the bank in great 
tribulation and uncertain ty.^ 
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^ I had better hae said at istnce A«re 
tt^jEis a strafiger there,^ was her ne^t ^atir- 
ral reflection. " But then they wad hae 
been for asking hrm to breakfiist O^ 
Lord t. what will I do ?— And therefS God» 
*y\\\ walking in the gardeOf^ too T lAiz tfac- 
claJmed internally on approaching the 
Wieket— ^* and I dauirna gang in the baek 
way till he^'s afF the eoast. O, Lord t wlntt 
will become of us ?** 

In this state of perplexity she afs^proach-^ 
ed the ci'deoanih\xl\tf, with the pQr{^Me 
of decoying him out of the gardtm* fitffc 
John Gudyill's temper was not imprdVisil 
by his decline in rank at)d inereate ia 
years. Like many peevish people, tbo^ itb 
seemed to have an intuitive petceptroi^ M 
to w^hat was most likely to teaze thcyst 
whom he conversed with ; and^ upmi ttit 
present occasicHij all Jenny's efforts to re- 
ttiove him from the garden served otily f6 
root him in it as fast as if be bad been onte 
t>f %he shrubs. Unluckily^ slso, he bad 
commenced florist during his residence ift 
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JNlrj^kboWtr aud, toiPrittgjtIl other tbifigs 
to fherliftig^ of Lady £inily'« servM^ Im 
J»M' daM' irA» dediested to tbe ftt>vt5«0 
HFlitoli be iMd t«AfeiviMdef Ms fepcoi^l pm» 
Mtftton^ aid Wliit^b fae pN>ppad^ d*^ and 
iMtctfedi ptfMkig aU thi» whik u'poa theif 
ttsp(stiiWttimiu f »pMf jMMiy» who atped 
by bim trMiMktg^ and alaioM «pyitg wi^ 
nkwty,fyAt, and iitt^^tteaoe^ 

Fate MetMd diMrmiitod to wi»4 match 
ag^ktot Jenfty thii anforiutiate m0riitiig« 
JS^ AoM aa tha iadiai tnured the houiei 
they observdl that the door of the littla 
tjMurlour, the very a^ttanent out of whigh 
•he wai d«(ii#oii» of excludiiig tb^ on ao« 
eoent of i«A eoQttgayty to the room itt 
.iif%!ieh Mo4rtoii alept) i»aa not only unlock* 
«d^ but ahuoliitety aja^ Miao fieUeudeft 
nm^ too imioh eMjgbged with h«» owftu im^ 
jAediatenaiiliieeta of redectiob i^ take maoh 
.eiotioeof thexrircttMatattcOy bui^ ooftitnaud^ 
i«g the sefMitit to oftu the wiudow^shuv , 
t«Hi> waUied into the room ^loiig with her 
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* "He is notyct come," shiS wid. "What 
can your brother possibly mean? — Why 
express so anxious a Wish that we shoulcl 
m^et him here? And why not c^mp t© 
Castle-Dinnan> as he proposed? I own^ 
niy dear Emity, that, even engaged- as W|& 
are to each other,^ and with the sanction Qf 
your presence^ I do not feel that I havp 
done quite right in indulging him*" .; 

^' Evandfile was never capricious," an- 
swered his.siHer ; ^^ I am sure be will sa-* 
tisfy US with his re^sonsi and if he dae» 
nbt, I will help you to scold hma." ; . ; 

"What I chiefly fear," said, Edith, " i^^ 
his having engaged in some of the plots of 
this fluctuating and unhappy tin)e» I knaw 
his heart is with:that dreadful Claverhonse; 
and his army^ and I believe he would have 
joined them ere nbw but for my> uncle's 
death,, which gave him so much additioix* 
al trouble on our account. How singular 
that one so ratioisal and so deeply sensible 
of the. errors of the exiled family, should 
be ready to risk all for their restoration. !" 
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" What can I Bay ?** answered Lady Emi- 
ly ; ** it is a point of honour with Evan- 
dale, Our family have always been loyal—: 
be served long in the Guards — the Vis- 
count of Dundee was his commander and 
his friend for years — he is looked on with 
an evil eye by many of his own relations^' 
who set down his inactivity to the score 
of want of spirit. You must be aware, my 
dear Edith, how often family connections^ 
and early predilections, influence our ac- 
tions more than abstract arguments. But 
I trust Evandale will continue quiet, 
though, to tell you truth, I believe you 
are thie only one who can keep him so.** 

" And how is it in my power ?'* said Miss 
Bellenden. 

^^ You can fornish him with the scriptural 
apology for not going forth with the host, 
-*^* he has married a wife, and therefore 
cannot come/ " * 

'* I have promised/' said Edith, in a faint 
voice; *^ but I trust I shall not he urged 
»n the score of timen'' . 
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^ Ntyr" Mi* L&4y EmMy, " I wilf leave 
£vM4ate (And here lie eMiet) to plead 
hts own cafaser** 

'' Stay^ stay, f^fOvSts Mke,'' «aid !EAtb^ 
eft^eavoittfittg t& d€ta%i hen - 

" Not I, not I/' said the young lady, 
making her eseape; '^ the. third person 
makes a silly figure on sueh oceasiotn^ 
W^hett.yott vratH; me for breakfast, I will be 
foi^nA in the w^lk>w*walk by the river.** 

As* she tripped out of the^ room, Lord 
Evandale entered ^-^^* Goodmorrov, bro- 
ther^ and goodbye till breakfast-thne,^ said 
tiye lively youtig lady; '^ I trust you wtH 
give Miss Betleoden some good reasons M 
dkt«^rbing her rest so early in the morn- 

Mlg. 

Aa4 ao sayi^^ she kflr them together 
without waiting a reply. 

'' Awl nowy my Loi^,*' said Edith, *« majr 
I desire to know the meaning of your shi« 
gttlar recfuest to meet j<m bew at so early 
aurbourr*' 

She was about to add, that she hardly 
felt herself excuseable in having complied 



ffvUiils hvitf upon iootkilig at the person 
ifliDmi file widKMcd^ Ae was atMck dumb 
hy ihe wngaiar and agitated expression of 
iMl^etMwtciuinGe, and lirterrapted lierself to 
exclaim—*' For God's sake, whkt b tiie 

. . '^ His Mi^estyVi ^utiiful subjects kaTC 
i|^MMd afgreat ami most decisive victory 
mmt filait of A tfaole ; httt^ alas ! ny gallant 
fiiandb Lord Dattdee"*-«^-<- 
^ ^^JlaaikUen?" aaid£d&tfa, anticipatiiig 
theireat ixf hia tidings. 

^^ Triie, ■ njottt trae^-Jie lias fallen m «tfae 
aMna 4f vktaory, and not a man remaina 9f 
4U)»nta and infttienoe ^mftcieat ^o iHl np 
^k» leas: in iKing Jaraesa service* TfaiSy 
JBditb^ is n<i lime for tempoflri^ing vithoiir 
^¥tf* I bave given directions to raise my 
foUewers, and i must tekeleare of yotiK 
tbia evening." 

V Do not think of it^ nty Lord/'' answer* 
^ £dtth ; ^. jrmir life ia tasential to y oafe 
^kmds : do aiot tfaimv it awEv in an admn^ 
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ture so rash* . Wbat can your single utn^ 

and the few tenants or servants wbomiglit 

folldw you, do against the force of almost 

.all Scotland, the Highland clans only ex- 

*' Listen to me, Edith,*' said Lord Evan* 
dale. ^' I am not so rash as you may sup- 
pose me, nor arc my present motives of 
such light importance as to affect only 
those personally dependent on myself. 
The Life-Guards, with whom I served so 
long, although new-modelled and new^of-^ 
ficered by the Prince of Orange, retain a 
predilection for the cause .of their rightful 
master" — (and here he whispered as if he 
, feared even . the walls of the- apartment 
,had ears)— ** When my foot is known to be 
in the stirrup, two reginients of cavalry 
, have sworn to renounce the usurper's ser- 
vice, and fight under my orders. They de- 
layed, only till Dundee should descend into 
.the Low Countries ;~but, sinqe he is no 
-morCi which of. his successors dare take 
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4bat decisive stepi unless encours^ed by 
the troops declaring themselves ? Mean^ 
time, the zeal of the soldiers wili die ati^ay; 
I musthring them to a decision while their 
hearts are glowing with the victory their 
old leader has obtained, and burning to 
avenge his untimely death.** 

** And will you, on the faith of such 
men as you know these soldiers to be,'* 
said Edith, *^ take a step of such dreadful 
moment?'* » 

** I will," said Lord Evandale — " I must; 
my honour and loyalty are both pledged 
forit,- 

" And all for the sake/* continued Miss^ 
Bellenden, /^ of a ptince, whose measures, 
while he was on the throne, no one could 
condemn more than Lord Evandale ?"* 

** Most true,*' replied Lord Evandale; 
^ and as I resented, even during the ple- 
nitude of his power, his innovations on 
church and state, like a free-born subject, 
1 am determined I will assert his real 
lights, when he is in adversity/like a loyal 



fmrer and fkiu»rt mii^rilwifb I «^f?if i|))|y 

4a «iie one near i}}e atbei/V i 

'^And if 3F<mjMe.iii^efnki6d i^jOfi^ wMl 

wy ferbl€ judgment Willi laitiUteiin rtfbijTji 

ly meeting?*" , 

^ W€te iit not^ eoougji^ %o mffumfi^ f w} 
Ix»rd £¥uidak, ^^^luatveiie luabifig m^bfil^ 
ile^ I wishttd to hid;«dieu io my hetiotipid 
bride? — surely it is judging c€Aihy ofm^ 
leelings. Mid jshMring tt^o f kialyjtbe in« 

tive for a request so naturaU" 

^ iSivt nkrhy 19 ^s j^MC^ »y^ l^fd ?'^ 
did £dith'«*«<wfcy >with SttfA pfleidMr sir-* 
'Cttmsfeances' of mjisteiy ?'' 

'' Beotti8e>^ ihe trapliMU pttttii^ «^jb^bt«f 
:iiita litribiNMl, 'i^ilivve ^isc^ laMlliKr re- 
^qneM, 'wiiicAi <aiaf» btrd^ ^rpjfer, isria 
ivrhett pM^Mwd by tbcM wedfebtMiii^*' 

^Iji^aite^^aadtcrmriEdi^ <9f9r 

tlie letter^ wttch was ffom ihcf ffvidm^^ 



^ OLD HOEtAttTr* i^3 

- ^' My dearest childe/* such was its tenor 
In style and spellin^i ^' I never more deep* 
ly regretted the reumatizm, which disqua* 
. iified me from riding on horseback, than 
lit this present writing, when I wotild most 
imve nv'ished to be where this papef will 
toon be, that is at Fairy-knowe, with my 
^oor dear Willie's only child. But it is 
the will of God I sliould not be with her, 
iprhich I conclude to be the case, as much 
fbr the pain I now suffer, as because ithatb 
ieiow not giten way either, to cammomile 
poultices or to decoxion of wild mustardi, 
wherewith I have often rfelieVed others. 
Therefore, I must tell you, by writing in- 
stead of word of mouth, that, as my young 
Lord Evandale is called to the present 
campaign, both by his honour and his duty, 
he hath earnestly solicited ' me that the 
iJ&nds of holy matrimony be knitted before 
his departure to the wars bet^v'eeti yoia and 
him, in inVplement of the indenture form* 
eriy entered into for that effeck; .where- 
untill, as I see no raisonable objexion, so- 

VOL. IV. t 
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I troat tbat you^^ wlv^ lAve b«^ al waj^s a 
good aa4 oli»€44eiit childeji will <u>t d^vi^e 
miy which has leaft than ^ aisoiii. 1 1 ia Uew 
tbail^ t)m €[O0tFaxs of our hoaM have haei^, 
tolw0 heen celebrated in a mauaer ipnori 
liefittkii; ^ur RaHk^ awl OPt in prrvate^f a^d 
iprith £$w witnefseai ^ a^ t)ii$^ da«H^ 'w. t 
coiAer. But it haa heim H^avei^'a ova 
free-Wtll, as woll aa tlM9Q of the kinsd^jn 
Wi^ve we live, to take a^^ fi;am us oiur 
estsife, and from tl;>e King his thrQite* Yet 
I trust He will yet restate tl^fightfiil beir 
to^ the throve, Juid tura his heart to the 
true Frotestiint B}>iacopAl faith^ i^t^bieh I 
hwc the bettdr to eiipeci to s^ e^en^ witlr 
my o}d eyes^ ais I have b«h4ld the royal 
fenaily whca they wer<& stjrugglwag a^ soreljr 
with masteafuiL i^surpera a4d rebels at th^y 
ate now ; that is t^ say, when his aboat sa- 
cred Majesty, Cbatles the Second dCbSipj^ 
memory, bQHowred our poor house of Xil- 
lietttdlem, l^ ibaki«g his^j^M thcsrerai"^ 
Jeo. &c. aa^ 
Wft wUl-not ilbttae the reader^s pattsnco 
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l^y quotiog pore of Lady Mwg^ret'l pfo« 
liK epistle^ Suffice it to say» that it closed 
by laying her commands on her grdud* 
cdiild to canaeot t0 the solannizatioa of 
her marriage without losa of time. 

''I never thought till this iastataty*^ $aid 
Edith, dropping the letter firom b<r hand, 
^ th&t Lord Bvandale would have acted 
tingenerotialy.'' 

<« Ungenerously, Edith F* replied her 
hnrer. ^^ And how can you apply such a 
tfsnn to my desire to oalt you mine> ere I 
fitt from you perhaps for ever F^ 

'' Lord Evandale ou^ht to have remem** 
heredy" said Edith, ** thafc when his perse* 
¥crance^ and, I must add, a due sense of 
bra merit ;and of the obligations we owed 
him» wrung from me a slow consent that I 
would one day Comply with hb wishes, I 
made ft my condition, that I should not 
be pressed to a hasty accomplishment of 
my promise ; and now he avadls himself 
of his interest with my only remaining re- 
iatiye, Xa harry me with precipLltate and 



19^ TALBft OF HT.LANDtOEB. 

. . ." 

evep itidelicateiaipbftunity« There Umoir^ 
selfishness than generoaity^ my Lord^ ia 
sticfa eager and ufgent soUdtation*" . 

' Lord £vandale, evidently much bui:% 
took two or three turns through the ^parl^ 
tnent ere be replied to thit accusation' ; at 
length he spoke — ^^ I should have escaped 
this painful charge, durst I at o&i^ have 
mentioned to Miss Bellenden my prinpipal 
feason for urging this request. It is Oi|e 
ifvhich she will probably despise on her ^irn 
|tccount> but which ought to weigh with 
her for the sake of Lady Margaret. ^ j^y 
death in battle must give my whole estate 
to my heirs of entail; my. forfeitore ata> a 
traitor, hy the usurping gQvei:nmept, spy 
vest it in the Prince of Orange, or ap9ie 
Dutch favourite. In either case, n^y ^ene* 
mbie friend and betrothed bride must re- 
main Unprotected and in poverty; Vfs^ed 
With ^he ^rights, and provisipps of I^dy 
Evandale, £dith will find^ in the po^^i, of 
supporting herded parent, some coosola-. 
lion for having coadescended to sh^re^he 

4 
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iitle and fortunes of one who doet not pre* 
^tcnd to be worthy of her.* 

Edith was struck dumb by an argument 
\rhich she had not exjp^ctedi and was com- 
pelled to acknowledge, that Lord £van« 
dale's suit was urged 'with delicacy as wtU 
as with consideration. 

'' And yet/' she said^ '^ such is the 
Waywardness with which my heart revert^ 
to former times, that I cannot/' (she burst 
into tears,) '* suppress a degree of ominous 
reluctance at fulfilling my engagement up* 
on such a brief summons;'^ 
■ . ** We have already fully considered this 
p&inful subject,*^ said Lord Evandale ; *^and 
•*'I hoped^ my dear Edith, your, own enqui* 
rles, as well as mine, had fully convinced 
you that these regrets were fruitless/' 

''Fruitless indeed P said Edith, with a 
deep sigh, Which, as if by an unexpected 
echo, was repeated from the adjoining 
apartment. Miss Bellenden started at the 
sound, and scarcely composed herself 4ip- 
ph Lord Evandale's assurances^ that sh^ 
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had. heard but the echo of her own respi- 
ration. 

** It sounded strangely distiAdt/^ she 
saidi ^' and almost ominous ; but my feel- 
ings are so harassed that the slightest trifle 
agitates them.** 

Lord Evandale eagerly attempted io 
sooth her alarm and recbneiie her to a 
measure^ whicfai however hasty, appeared 
to him the only means by which he could 
secure her independence. He urged his 
claim in virtue of the contract, her grand'* 
niother's wish and command, the propriefy 
of insuring.her comfort and independence, 
and touched lightly on his own long at- 
tachment, which he had evinced by so 
many and such various services. There 
Edith felt the more the less they were iii- 
sisted upon ; and at length, as she had xxo^ 
thing to oppose to his ardour, excepting a 
causeless reluctance, which she was her- 
self ashamed to oppose against so much 
generosity, she was compelled to rest upon 
the impossibility of having the ceremony 
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]NCirfoiined upon«uch liasty notice, at such 
a i&mc '^id place. But for all this Lord 
Evandale was prepared, and he explained, 
with jojfal alaciityi that the former chmp- 
lain of liis regimeat was in attendance at 
tiie Lodge with jbl fkitbful domeMic, once 
a Bon-cimmiissioned of&cer in the same 
corps ; that fats sister was also possessed <^ 
die secret ; and that Headrigg and his wife 
might be added to the list of witnesses, if 
agreeable to Miss Bellendenu As to the 
place, be. had chosen it on very purpose,^ 
The marriage was to remain a secret, 
nnce Lord Evandale was to depart in dis- 
guise very soon after it was solemnised, n 
elrcuimtanoe which, had their union been 
public, must have draWn upon him the at- 
tention of the government as being alto- 
gether nUaccountable, .unless from his foe* 
ihg engaged iu some dangerous de»gn. 
Having hastily urged these motives and 
explained his arrangements, he ran, wtth^ 
out waiting for •an answer, to summon 
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Sister to attend his bride, .while he went in; 
search oFthe other persons whose presence 
was necessary* r. 

When Lady Emily arrived, she found' ; 
her friend in an agony of tears, of whichV 
she was at some loss to comprehend v the 
reason, bfeing one of thoiie damsels, who^, 
think there is nothing either wonderful 
or terrible in matrimony, and joining witb^ 
nioat who knew liim in thinking, that it , 
cotild not be rendered peculiaVly alarming: 
by Lord Evandale being the bridegroom^' 
Influenced by these feelings, she exhaust-* , 
edt in succession all this usual arguments _ 
for courage, and all. the expressions of 
aym(iatby and fcondolefice ordinarily enl- 
ployed on such occasions^ But when Lady, 
Emily beheld her future sister-in-law deaf 
to kll those o'rdinary topics of cousolatiori . 
— when she. beheld tears follow fast and 
without intermission down cheeks as paler 
ad iharble— -when she felt that the hand 
whieh she pressed in order to enforce her 




•i _ 
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Arguments turnecl cpl(l within her. grasps 
and lay, like that of a corpse^ inseii,8ibi6 
and unresponsive to her caresses, her feel-^ 
in^s\ of sympathy gave .way to those of 
hurt i>ride and pettish displeasure. 
. ^'^ I must own/' she sajdi " that I am 
sbinething at a loss to understand aU.thi^ 
Miss Bellenden. Months h^ve passged since 
you agreed to ma^ry my brother, and you 
h&ve postponed die fulfilment of your ,en^ 
gagement from, one period tp anotheri as 
if you had to avoid some dishonourable oc 
bi^tiiy disagreeable connection^ I think i 
can answer for Lord Evandale, that be will 
seek no woman's hand against her inclina^ 
tioh ; and, though his sister,. I may bold* 
ly say, that he does not need to urge any 
lady further than her inclinations carry 
ber. You will forgive me, Miss Bellenden.j 
but your present distress augurs ill for my 
brother's future happine3s, . aq4 I must 
needs say, that he does, not merit all; these 
9xp.ressions of dislike and dolour, and that 
they seem an odd return for an attach* 

I2 
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loent which h^ has matiitiested so long ^ 
m so many ways.^' ' 

*• You arc right, Lady Eiiiily,'* saiid 
Edith, drying her tyeti, and endekvoufhig 
to resume her natural manner, though still, 
betrayed by her faiiltering voice ana the 
paleness of her cheeks — ** You are quitb 
right — Lord Evandale merits such tisagte 
from no one, least of all from her whom he 
has honoured with his regard. But if I 
have given way, for the last time, td a 
sudden and irresistible burst of feeling, ft 
iii my consolation, Lady Emily,* that yotfr 
brother knows the cause ; thiat 1 have hid 
nothing from him, and that he at least h 
not apprehensive of finding in Edith Bel* 
lenden a wife undeserving of his afifectidh. 
But still you are right, and I merit yout 
censure for indulging for a moment fruit- 
less regret and painful remembrances. ' It 
shall be so no longer ; my lot is cast with 
Evandale, and with him I am resolved to 
bear it ; nothing shall in future occur to 

excite his compIaintS| or the resentttiexrt 
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ef bi8 relationa ; 'fio idle recdlectioM of 
oilief dflys shall mtttftM to prevent tba 
Malous and affectionate discharge of my 
duty ; no vain illusion recal the memoiy 

« 

-Of other days"^— — 

As she spoke these words> she slowly 
^raised her eyes, which had t>tfi>re bee& 
. bidden 1^ her hand, to the latticed win* 
dow of .the apartment, which was partly 
open, uttered a dismal shriek^ add fainted* 
Lady Emily turned her eyes in the same 
direetioui but saw Only the shadow of a 
mtm^ which seemed to disappear from the 
iltindow, and, terrified more by the* atate of 
£dith than by the apparition she had her* 
self .witnessed, she uttered shriek upon 
shriek for assistance. Her brother soon 
arrived with the chaplain and Jenny Pett<« 
wsouj but strong and vigorous' remedies 
were necessary ese they could reoal .Miss 
Bellenden to sense and motion* Even then 
her language was wild and incoherent. 

** Press me no fiirtlier," she said to Lord 
Evandale; ^^ it cannot bc^Heav^Bn and 
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iarth-^ the liviiigi 4a4 *b# dead^ tia^fe; 
leagued thetnseWfs against tbia ill'-onkoadM 
<i«ionrf— Take aU I can giveT-my wsterly. ' 
regardrr-my devated fiiendsbip. I waJt ^ 
lave you as a sister, and setve yoa w a. 
bbBdiwoman, but nevc^r #pcak tome more 

of martiagW ' 

The asjtodisiimeiit of Lord Evandate 

inlay easily be ^ooceived,. 
. ?^ Emily,*: he aMd to his, sister, " this 
is youf . doing---I was accursed when I 
thought of. bringing you here — some 'of 
ydur confounded folly ha^ driven her mad/' 
. '^Oanay word^ brother/* answered Lady^ 
I^ily, "you're sufficient to drive aU thcif 
women ia Scotland mad. Because youi? 
mistress seeOis much disposed to jilt jo^ 
you^uarrel with ydur sister whohas beenr 
arguing in your cause, and had brought her, 
to a quie^t hearing, wben> all of a sudden^^ 
a man looked in at a window, whom her. 
craz^ Aeosibility mistook either for you. 
dr. 80^110 0)$^ elsse, and has treated us gj^atia 

Withft9.excell4ll^tragWfc«aaev. ^ ;i:-. 
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. *f What Man ?— What 
Lord BvaBdale^ in' impatiefit displeatupe.} 
^ Mm £|eli^ndeQ is ^ incapablo of trifling 
with iM, M/i yet what else could have"—^, 
^ '^^ Hutli ! h^sh !' -said Jenny, whose inte* 
rest lay particularly in shifting further en* 
quiry; ^\ for Heaven's sake, my Lord, 
speak iow ; my Lady bi^tns to recover.^' 

Edith was no sooner somewhat restored 
to herself . than she begged^ in a feeble 
yoice, to be left alone with Lof d Evandale.* 
All retri^atedj Jenny, with her usual air of 
officious simpltcity,. Lady Emily and the 
<;h(aplain with that of awakened curiosity. 
No sooner had they left the apartment thaxx; 
Edith beekoned Lord Evandale to sit be* 
sid^ her on the couth ; her next motioit 
was to take his hand, in spite of bis sur« 
prised re^istauce^ to her lips ; her last was; 
to, isiiik from her seat apd to clasp his 
knees. 

; /'' Forgive me^ my Lord 1" she exclaimed 
— *y Eprgive me ! — 1 must deal most un« 
trjuly by yoU| and break a solemn engage- 
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jnent You ha^e my frieiidibipi iayhiglf^ 
ent itgftfd, my tnoit nnten giMit\iA&-^ 
You tiAve' m(oi:«; yim have my Woi^ a^d 
aiy faith-^Btt^ O, forgtire ine, A>t tfc^ foult 
h not tninc^— you We nott my lore, «Qd I 
c&finot marry you without a «in T; 
V << You dream, my dearest Edith !^ said 
£vandale» perpl€)ced ill tbe uttaobttdegre^ 
— ^ you let your imagiuation'tegoite you ; 
Ihis is but some delusion of au over-^seuai* 
'^e mind ; the person whom you preferred 
to me has been long in a better t^orlc^ 
where your una^vaiiing regret cannot fallow 
him, or, if It could, would only diminish 
his happiness." 

- •' You are mistaken, Lord E^andale,** 
Aiid Edithi solemnly. ** 1 am not a sleep** 
walker or a mad Mi^otoian. No-^I cduld not 
have believed firom any one ivhat I have 
seen. But; having seen* him, Imust be** 
lieve mine own eyes," 

" Seen Ah» .'— seen whom r" asked t^ord 
£yandale^ in great anxiety, . . 

V Henry Morton^" replied £ditb^ uUer« 
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« 

teg thes6 two WdUdi tt« if thejr weNf 1i» 
SSiit, ind vety B^estrty flfntiog wbcn sbe hftd 

y '^^Mi8s Bellenden,** said Lord ETandale; 
'^ yoii treat ifie like a fool or a child ; if you 
repent yoisnr engagement to me,** he conti* 
rMtdf indignantly^ ^< I am not a man to en« 
force it against your incHnatton ; but deal 
with me as a man, and forbear this trifling.* 
He was about td go on, when he percei* 
T^dy from her quivering eye and pallid 
eheeV, that nothing less than tnhposture 
Was^ intended, and that by whatever meant 
her imagination had been so impressed, it 
was really disturbed by unaflfected aWe and 
terrbr. He changed bis tone, and exerted 
jrli his eloquence in ^ndeavdurrag to sooth 
and extract from her the secret cause of 
such terron 

• "I saw him l^ she repeated — *^ I saw 
Henry Morton stand at that window, and 

4 

look into the apartment at the moment I 
was on the point of abjuring him for ever# 
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His »f ace nr^ir durlief, tbm&ety aAd piter 
t;lian. it inad wont t<:r be ; bis dres^ wasf^" 
horseman's cloak, and bat loofMcd dowti^ 
oyer his face ; Ms expression w«^* like that * 
he tuM^re oa that dreadful xnorniogVEi^^^ 

•f 

ne w» eMiDitied h^ Claterboui^ it TttKe-' - 
tudlem* Ask your sisterj.askXiady ^txnlyj: ^ 
if she did not see him as well as J.— rl 
know what has cal Wd hiin up~-he c^me to 
upbraid me» that, while my heart was tritb^ 
him in the deep ^nd dead sea^ I was abou^ ^ 
togiviefoy hand to another. ^ My-^Lord, it ' 
is ended between you and me-— be the dotl^- 
se^^nces whu they will, she^ cannot mar^ 
ry.whose union 4istarbs the repos<e of th^ 

dead." ' 

. • • • ■ . • 

\ 5^ Good Heaven r said £vandale^ as^fae 
^aeed the roomv half rdad himself with sur- 
prise and vexation^ '^ her fine understand^- 
ing must be totally o?^rtbrown/, and that 
by'the effort which she has made to com " 
ply ;with myiH-itimed, though well-meant^: 
requiest. Witbou t rest and attention h^ ^ 
health is ruined for ever/' 



'^ ;^ 



<^^.tlu$ mome&t the dpcHr opimed, and 
^alliday^ who had been hotd Evandale's 
Pfj^cipali, piecsoiial atlendftut siaoe. they 
bpth left .the XJoacda im the Rcrolutios. 
stjippibled .into the roam, with a o<mntef 
B^ccas^paJb&.fuid ghwtly m terror Qould 
paipt.ib 

>.Wha.t if the roster »exn,Halliday?' 
cr^ed hia mvteri startiogiup. '^Any dij« 
PPT^y pf the*' 

,£($ hM ji|8(t reeoUectioq sufficient toi 
8t9p 9lv>rt in th^ mid^t of the daogeroiK 
•epteaoe.. ; 

t\ .No, sir/'; aiud Hall^day, " it is not tba^- 
aor.any thing like that ; hut I. have seen a, 

ghost r 

' ;* A;gh()S^!,you eterqaUfli^t I'' said. 
j4or4 Eva^d^le, forced, altoigether out of 
his |>^tijence« '^ Has all mankiiftl sworn tor 
gO;P»ad in order to driye me soF«^Wbat( 
ghci?^ yoH siippU^on r :. 

'' Xhegh^st of Jiienry Morton>.the whigr 
capMHn at ^p/hjirfll Bridge/'replied Halli< 
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day. <^ lie paned tqr int like a fite/^flaaght 
wbeA I was ia the gmfdear > 

'rTim is inid#«iimnier madiieis,^ iaid 
Jjoixl Emidale^ '^ or tbere a tMxt strao^f^ 
yitliiDy aAaat^^Jrafiy^ atteiMi y<iur Liady 
to her dii»aber> wbite i Mi4i6(tiroiir to fiii4 
a clew to all this." 1 

But Lord £vMdllle^s eficittirie* were la 
mill. JeHny^ wh9 might have gif e^ (had 
she chosen) a very satisfactory^pltstDtitiQit, 
hid an intereM: to leavft the. matter in 
darkfies9 ; and interest wbs a matter whif^h 
now weighed principally with Jeui^yi siiio^ 
ih. po»«,i« or» .«!« .nd rffec.k,o«e 
hwbattd i£i herow^ proper right had alto* 
gether allayed her spirit of coquetry* She 
had made the best use of the £r^t mo- 
loents of co&ffi3k>n hastily to remove all 
^eeto of any one having slept in the aparfc^ 
ment adjoining to the parlour^ aftd even to 
erase the mark of footsteps beneath the 
window through wfaieb she oois^tured 
Moft0n^$ fHce %iid been weo; wbtle et- 
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temptmg, ere he left the garden, to gftia 
epe look at her whom he had so long lo^ 
ved, and was now on the point of losing for 
even ' That he had passed Haliiday in the 
garden was equally dear ; and she learned 
from her elder boy, whom she had employ* 
ed to have the stranger's horse saddled and 
ready for his departure, that he had rushed 
into lAkt stable, thrown the child a guinea^ 
and, mounting his horse^ ridden With fear^^ 
fVil rapidity down towards the Clyde. The 
secret was, therefore, in their oWn family; 
knd Jenny was resolved it should remain 

*' For, to be sure,'' she saM, « although 
her lady and HaUiday kennVl Mr MorldMi 
t>y bi'oad daylight, that was nae reason I 
suld own to kenning him ib the gloaming 
and by candle«ligbt, and him keeping hil 
fkce frae Guddie and me a' the time.** 

So she stood resolutely upon the nega> 
tive when examined by Lord Evandale. As 
iter I^alliday, lie tooSd cmly say, that as he 
entered the garden-door, the supposed ap» 
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paritlon mfet him walking swiftly; bxiA 
with a visage on which anger and grief a(r-» 
peared to be contending. - 

•* He knew him wellv'* he said, *• havirij^ 
been repeatedly guard upon Yntii^ and obB* 
ged to write down his matk^ of statuiu 
and visf&ge in case of escape* And thefi^ 
*rete few faces like Mr Morton's/* 

But what should make him haunt the 
country where he was* neither hanged nor 
«hQt, faCy the said Hailiday, did not prcr 
tend to conceive. 

, Lady Emily confessed she had seen the 
face of a man at the window, but her eyi!^ 
jdence went no &rthen John Gudyill de» 
poned nil ntwit m causa* He had left his 
g^rd^ning to get his morning dram just at 
the time when the apparition had taken 
pkce. Lady £mily^s servant was waiting 
orders in the kitchen, and there was not 
another being within a quarter of a milt^^f 
the house. 

Lord Evandale returned perplexed and 
dissatisfied in the highes^t dtj^ree, lat beh<lAdr 



r 

iog a plan which he thought necessary not 
less for the protection of £dith in contin- 
gent circuaistances, than for the assurance 
j^f his own happiness^ and which he had 
^Vd^ough]:^ soi ^^ry i^ear perfeotioni thus^ bro* 
J(g^ qjfT without any apparent or rational 
i:9n%e* His knowledge of £dith's charac- 
ter set her beyond the suspicion of cover* 
iog any capricious change oi determina- 
jktonhy a pri&tended vision. But he would 
|),a:re set the apparition down to the influ- 
ence of an overstrained imagination, agita^ 
ti^d by the circumstances in which she' had 
iot suddenly been piaced, had it not been 
r|br the coinciding testimoiiy of HaUiday, 
^who had no reason for thinking of Mor* 
^ton more thanany other person, and knew 
aothipg of Miss Bellenden'a vision when 
be promulgated his own« . On the other 
hand| it seemed 4n the highest de^ee im« 
^,pi:obable that MortoUi so long and so vain^ 
ly sought afler, and who was,, with such 
igpod reason, supposed to be lost when the 
..Yryl^d i^ Rotter4am went down, with 
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and p»9se0gier9» should he ilive ^iid 
Ivirkms it tbU country, where then wm 
90 longer any reaaoti why he should ii^t 
opfit^b^ shew himselfj since the pteteat go^r 
v^nn^i^t faveiired hi« party in political 
When Lord Evajadale rdimtaiitly hrought 
himself Co comn^unicatiB tbeise douhta to 
the chaplain^ \u order to obtaimhis opinio^ 
be. could only obtain a long Itctuie on 
daemmiology,, in srhtch^. alter quoting^ Dth 
tiQ, and Bwthocigi and De L'Ancre; oa the 
subject of appeal UiolMi together with stiA^ 
4fy ciTiHaiis and jcomaan laivyers oni the 
Mtnre of featunonyi the kirniod gentle^ 
znaia ei&prevsed his definite anii determ> 
aed optnioftto be^ either that tlmre had 
been an actual apparitkm af the deceased 
Hei^ry Meirtoa^s apirit^ the posathiUty of 
whieh he wa«, as a divine and a phiijpsop* 
fhtTf. neither fully prepared to admit.or to 
deny; or elae^ that the said ilency Miutonji 
being stiU in rtrwn. natmra, had appe»:efi 
im hi0 propen person that mpitnkig ; - or«. 
finiUy, thiit 9oare SftriMBg d€apHa idm^ot 

8 



9tf iking; similitude of perftQDi hid deceiY^d 
Ihe qrea of Mias B^etid^o aad of Thotnai 
HnUiday^ Wliich of tlt^s^ waa the most 
probable hypotheain, tb^ Doctor dacllo^ 
tp pionQunee, but expresacd himself ready 
to die iu the opinion that one or other of 
them had occaaioiied that morning^s dia* 
tiirhauce* 

Lord Evandaleaoon haid additienal eatiae 
for distressful anxiety. Miss Bellenden 
was* declared to be dangerously ill. 

*' I will not leave this place/' he ex^ 
claimed, ^* till she is pronounced to be in 
safety. I neither can nor ought to do so ; 
for whatever may have been the immedi- 
ate oocasion of her illnessi I gave the 'first 
cause for it by my unhappy solicitation," 

He established himself, therefore, as a 
guest in the family, which the presence of 
his sister as well as of Lady Margaret Bel* 
lenden, (who, in despite of her rheumatism, 
caused herself to be transported thither 
when she heard of her grand-daughter's 
illness,) rendered a step equally natural and 
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delicate. And thus be anxiously awaited, 
until, without injury to her health, Edith 
could sustain a final explanation ere hil 
departtire on his expedition. 

^^ She shall never/' said the generous 
young man, ^* look on her engagement 
with me as the means of fettering her to a 
unioi^ the idea of which seems almost im 
unhinge her Understanding/' 



* . 
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CHAPTER X, 

i f Aby hippy hilte ! ah, pleastng shades 1 
^'. Ab» fidl^ beloved in wn ! ^ 

' Where once my careless childhood strajr'dy 
A stranger yet to pain. 

Ode an * dtf tanf Prmpect if EUni CoUegu 

. It is not by corporeal wants and infirmi- 
tie&only, that men of the most distinguisbi 
ed talents are levelled, during their lifetime^ 
with the common mass of mankind. There 
are periods of mental agitation when the 
firmest must be ranked with the weakest 
of his brethren; and when, in paying the 
general tax of humanity, his distresses are 
even aggravated by feeling that he trans- 
gresses, in indulgence of his griefg the rules 
of religion and philosophy, by which he 
ei^ieavours in general to regulate his pas* 
sions and his actions. It was during such 

TOI- IV. K 
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a paroxysm that the unfortunate Morton 
left Fairy-knowe. To know that his lonjg- 
loved and stilUbeloved Edith, whose image 
had filled his mind for so many years, was 
en the point of naarriage to his early rival, 
who had laid claim to her heart by so ma- 
ny services, as hardly left her a title to 
refuse his addrjesses, bitter as the intel- 
ligence was, yet came not as an unexpect- 
ed blow. During his residence abroad he 
had once written to Edith. It was to bid 
her farewell for ever, and to conjure her to 
forget him. He had requested her not to 
answer his letter, yet he half hoped, for 
many a day, that she might transgress his 
injunction. The letter never reached her 
to whom it was addresed, and Morton, ig- 
norant of its miscarriage, could only con- 
clude himself laid aside and forgotten, ac- 
cording to his own self-denying request. 
All that he had heard of their mutual rela- 
tions since his return to Scotland, prepared 
bim to expect that he could only look up- 
oft Miss Bellendent as the betrothed bride 
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oiPLord Evandale: and, even if freed from 
the burthen of obligation to the latter, it 
would still have been inconsistent with his 
generosity of disposition to disturb their 
arrangements, by attempting the assertion 
of a claim, prescribed by absence; and bar* 
red by a th^i^sand circumstances of difii« 
culty* Why then did he seek the cottage 
which their broken fortunes had now ren- 
dered the retreat of Lady Margaret Bel- 
lenden and her grand-daughter ? He yield- 
ed, we are under the necessity of acknow- 
ledging, to the impulse of an inconsistent 
wish, which many might have felt in his 
situation. 

Accident apprised him, while travelling 
towards his native district, that the ladiesj 
near whose mansion he must necessarily 
pass, were absent, and^ learning that Cud* 
die and his wife acted as their principal 
domesticS| he could not resist pausing at 
their cottage, to learn, if possible, the real 
progress whic^ Lord Evandale had made 
in tl^s afifections of Miss Bellenden — alas I 
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no longer his Edith. This rash experiment 
ended as we have related, and he parted 
from the house of Fairy-kno we, conscious 
that he was still heloved hj Edith, yet com« 
pelled, by faith and honour, to reh*nquisfa 
her for ever. With what feelings he must 
have listened to the dialo^e between 
Lord Evandale and Edith, the greater part 
of which he involuntarily overheard, the 
reader must conceive, for we dare not at-* 
tempt to describe them. An hundred times 
he was tempted to burst upon their inter- 
view, or to exclaim aloud'~^^ Edith, I yet 
live r — and as often the recollection of her 
plighted troth, and of the debt of gratitude 
iwhich he owed Lord Evands^le, (to whose 
influence with Claverhouse he justly ascri* 
bed his escape from torture and from death) 
withheld him from a rashness which tiiighl 
indeed have involved all in further dis« 
tress, but gave little prospect of forward^ 
ing his own happiness. He repressed for» 
cibly these selfish emotions, though with 
an agony which thrilled his evtvy nerve. 
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'' No, Editb !" was liil mt^rnal oath, 
^' never will I add a thorn to thy pillow — 
That which Heaven has ordained let it bei 
and let me not add, by my selfish sorrows; 
one atom's weight to the burden that thou 
hi^t to bear, I was dead to thee when 
ihy resolution was adopted ; and neter-* 
nisver shalt thou know that Henry Morton 
^UlUivesr 

As he formed this resolution, diffident of 
hU own power to keep it, and seeking that 
firmness in flight which was every moment 
abaken by his continuing within hearing of 
Edith's voice, he hastily rushed from his 
apartment by the little closet and the sash- 
fid door which led to the garden. 

But firmly as be thought his resolution 
was fixed, he could not leave the spot 
where the last tones of a voice so beloved 
still vibrated on his ear, without endea* 
yojiring to avail himself of the opportunity 
M^higb the parlour window afforded to steal 
one last glance at the lovely speaker. It 
was in this attempt, made while Edith 
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seemed to have her eyes unalterably bent 
npon thie ground, that Morton's presence 
was detected by her raisi&g them sudden- 
ly. So soon as her wild scream made this 
known to the unfortunate object of a pas« 
sion so constant, and which seemed so ill« 
fated, he hurried from the place as if pur* 
sued by the furies. He passed Halliday in 
the garden without recognizing, or even 
being sensible that he had seen him, threw 
Jbimself on his horse, and, by a sort of in- 
stinct rather thati recollection, took the 
first by-road rather than the public route to 
Hamilton* 

In all probability this prevented Lord 
Evandale from learning that he was acta* 
ally in existence, for the news that the 
Highlanders had obtained a decisive victo- 
ry at Killiecrankie, had occasioned an acetic 
rate look-out to be kept on. all the passes, 
for fear of some commotion among tl^ 
Lowland Jacobites. They did not omit to 
post centinels on Bothwell Bridge, and as 
these men had not seen any traveller pass 
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westward in that directioDi acd as, besides^ 
tbeir' comrades stationed in the village of 
Bolbwell were equally positive that none 
had gone eastward, the apparitiony in the 
existence of which Edith and Halliday 
were equally positive, became yet more 
ihysterious in the judgment of Lord Evan- 
dale, wIm) was finally inclined to settle in 
the belief that the heated and disturbed 
imagination of Edith had summoned up 
the phantom she stated herself to have 
seen, and that Halliday had, in some un» 
accountable manner, been infected by the 
same superstition. 

Meanwhile, the by-path which Morton 
pursued, with all the speed which his vi« 
gorous horse could exert, brought him 
in a very few seconds to the brink of the 
Clyde, at a spot marked with the feet of 
horses who were conducted to it as a wa- 
tering-*place. The steedi urged as he was 
to the gallop, did not pause a single in- 
stanty but, throwing himself into the river, 
was soon beyond his .depth. The plunge 
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which the. animal made as his feet quitted 
theground, with the feeling that thecold ura^ 
•ter rose above his sword^belt^ were the first 
incidents which recalled Morton^ whose 
movements had been hitherto mechanic&l^ 
to the necessity of taking measures for pre« 
serving himself and the noble animal which 
he bestrode. A perfect master of all manly 
exercises, the management of a horse in wa« 
ter was as familiar to him as when upoin a 
meadow. He directed the ammal's course 
somewhat down the stream towards a low 
plaih> or holm, which seemed to promise 
an easy egress from the river. In the first 
and second attempt to get on shore, the 
horse was frustrated by the nature^ of the 
ground, and. nearly fell backwards on his 
rider. The instinct of self-preservatiQa 
seldom fails, even in the most desperate 
circumstances, to recal the human mind 
to some degree of equipoize, unless when 
altdgether distracted by terror, and Mor- 
ton was obliged to the danger in which he 
was placed for complete recovery df his^ 



•elf^poasfifssion. A third attempt ait a «p^ 
more carefully and judicioualj selected^ 
succeeded better than' the former^ and 
placed the horse and his rider in safety 
upon the further bank of the Clydp« 

'^ Bat whither," said Morton, in the bit- 
terness of his heart, *^ am I now to direct 
my course? or rathi^r, what does it signi- 
fy to which point of th.e compass a wretch 
so . forlorn betakes himself ? I would to 
God, could the wish be without a sin, that 
these dark waters had flowed over me, and 
drowned my recollection of that which 
was, and that which is/' 
; The sense of impatiende, whiob the dts- 
rtiirbed state of his feeJings had occasion- 
ed^ scarcely had rented itself in these vio- 
lent expressions, ere he was struck with 
shame at having given way to si^ch a pa- 
roxysm. He remembered how marvel* 
Ibiisly the life, which he now held so light- 
ly in the bitterness of his disappointmetity 
.had been presei'ved through the almost 
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incessant perils which bad beset bim since 
he entered upon his public career; 
\ " I am a fool !** he said, " and worse 
than a fool, to set light by that which 
Heaven has so often preserved in the most 
marv^Uous: manner. Something there yet 
remains for me in this world, were it only 
to bear my sorrows like a man, and to aid 
those who need my assistance. What 
have I seen,— what have I heard but the 
very conclusion of that which I Jcnew waa 
to happen? They'* — (he durst not utter 
%heir names, even in soliloquy) — •'they 
are embarrassed and in difficulties. She is 
stripped of her inheritance, and he seems 
Jiishing on some dangerous career, with 
^^hich, but for the low voice in which he 
spoke, I might have become acquainted. 
Are there no means to aid or to warn 
them r" _ 

^ As he pondered upon this topic, forcibly 
'.withdrawing his mind from his own dis- 
appointment, and compelling its attention 
to the affairs of £dith and her betrothed 



husband, the letter of Barley, long for- 
gotten, suddenly rushed on his memory, 
like a ray of light darting through a mist. 

'^ Their ruin must have been his wdrk,"* 
was his internal conclusion — ^^ If it can be 
repaired, it must be through his mieans, or 
by information obtained from him. I will 
search him out. Stern, crafty, and enthu- 
siastic as he is, my plam and downright 
rectitude of purpose has more than once 
prevailed with him.^ I will seek him out, 
at least, and who knows what influence 
the information I may acquire from him 
may have on the fortunes of those whom 
I shall never see pore, and who will pro- 
bably never learn that I am now suppress- 
ing my own grief to add, if possible, to 
their happiness.*' 

Animated by these hopes, though the 
foundation was but slight, he sought the 
nearest way to the high-road, and as all 
the tracks through the valley were known 
.to him since' he hunted through them in 
youth,' he had no other difficulty than 
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that of surmounting t>ne or two enblamres, 
^re he found himself on the road . to the 
sniatl burgh where the feast of the po* 
pibjay had been celebirated. He jouriiey-- 
ed in a state of mind sad indeed, ahdrish^ 
jected ; yet relieved £rom its earlier and 
more intolerable state of anguish; for vir* 
tuous resolution and manly disinterested^ 
ness seldom fail to restore tranquillity 
even ivhere they cannot create happiness. 
He turned his thoughts with strong dSort 
upon the m^ans of discoirering Bucley^and 
the chance there was of extracting from 
him any knowledge which he might posi^ 
sess favourable to her in whose- cause be 
interested himself^ and at length formed 
the resolution of guidbg himrselfby the 
circumstances in which he might discover 
the object of his i]ueist> trusting, that, 
fronl Cuddle's account of a schism betwixt 
Burley and his. brethren of the pfesbyteri- 
an persuasion, he might find him less ran- 
corously disposed against Miss Bellendtn, 
and inclined to exert the power which he 



asserted that he possested over her fortUMi 
asore favourably than heretofore* . 

Nocmtide had pasaed away when our 
traveUer foimd himself in the neighbour^ 
hood of his deceased .uade's habitation of 
Milnwood. It rose among glades and 
groves that were chequered with a thou- 
sand eailyreeol lections of joy and sorrow, 
asd made upon Morton that mournful imir 
presston, sc^t.and affecting^ yet, withal^ 
toothing, which the. sensitive mind usually 
receives fcoip a return to the hauiits of 
childhood -and . early < ybnth, after having 
eKperienced the vicissitudes and tempests 
of public life* A strong desire came upon 
him to visit the house itself. . 

« QIA Alison," he thought, "will not 
know me* more than the honest,. couple 
.whom I saw yesterday^ I may indulge my 
curiosity, and proceed on my journey, withr 
out her having any knowledge of my exia&- 
<ence* I think they said my upele had be^ 
4)ueathed to her my family niansiour— Well 
rr-be it so, I have enough to sorrow for» 
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besides latn^fiting such a , disappointment 
as that ; and yet methinks he has chosen 
an ' odd successor in my grambltng old 
dame, to a line of respectable, if not dis- 
tinguished, ancestry. Let it be as it may, 
I will visit the old mansion at least once 

more/' 

The bouse of Milnwood, even in its best 
days, had nothing cheerful about it, but 
its gloom appeared to be doubled under 
the auspices of the old housekeeper. Every 
thing indeed was in repair; there were, 
no slates deficient upon the steep grey 
roof, and no panes broken in the harrow 
windows. But the grass in the court*yard 
looked as if the foot of man had not been 
there for years ; the doors were carefully 
locked, and that which admitted to the 
hall seemed to have been shut for a length 
of time, since the spiders had fairly draWu 
their webs over the door- way and the 
staples. Living sight or sound there was 
none, until, lifter much knocking, Morton 
heard the little window, through which it 
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was usual to reconnoitre visitors, open with 
jnucfa caution. The face of AlisoUi puck- 
jered with some score of wrinkles, in addi- 
tion to those with which it was farrowed 
when Morton left Scotland, now presented 
itself, enveloped in a tcy, from under the 
protection of which some of her grey tres* 
ses had escaped in a manner more pictu- 
lesque than beautiful, while her shrill tre- 
mulous voice demanded the cause of the 
knocking. 

^' I wish to speak an instant with one 
Alison Wilson who resides here,^ said 
Henry. 

** She's no at hame the day," answered 
Mrs Wilson, in propria persona^ the state 
of whose head-dress, perhaps, inspired her 
with this direct mode of denying herself s 
. ^ and ye are but a mislear'd person to speer 
for her in sic a manner. .Ye might hae 
ihad an M under your belt for Mistress 
Wilson of Miiawood;" 
.• <* I beg pardon,** said Morton, internally 
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imtling at findtug^ iti oM Atlie the 
jealousy of disrespect Which she used io 
exhibit upon farmer occasions—^* I beg 
pardon ; I am but a straoger in this cooit- 
tryi and have been so long, abitmd,. that I 
have, almost forgotten my ownJungu^if/*^ 

^' Did ye come frae ficireign papts ?*' said 
AiUe ; " then maybe ye may hae hrard of 
a young gentlemati of this country that 
they ca* Henry Morton r" 

** I have heard," said Morton, " of such 
anameii^ Germany/' 

** Then bide? a wee. bit where ye are, 
friend — or stay-^gang round by the batk 
' o? the houae, and ye'll find a laigh door; 
it's on the latc^h, for it*a never .barred till 
sunset — Ye*n open't-r-and tak.care ye 
dinna fa* ower the' tub^ for; the. entryfs 
dark-T-and then ye'll turn to the right, 
:and then;ye*ll hand straught forward, aiid 
tben.ye'Utuni t6 the right again, and ^e'll 
tak heed o' the cellar stairs,, and theo:*ye!Il 
lyfe at the door oVthe little kitohen-p-it's a' 
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the kitchen that's 'at Mtlanrood oow^^^and 
Hi come down t'ye, and whatever ye wad 
say to Mistress* Wilson ye may very safely 
telt it to me/' 

. A stranger might have had some diffi^ 
culty, notwithstanding the minuteness of 
tile directions supplied by Aili^ to pilot 
himself in safely thnmgh the dark h* 
byrinth of passives that led from the backr 
door to the Httle kitcheni ; but Henry was 
too well acquainted with the navigation 
of these streights to experience danger, 
either from the Seylla which lurked on 
one side in shape of a backing tub| or the 
Chary bdis which jMtwned on.the other in 
the profundity of a winding celiar^stair. 
His only, impediment arose froan the snarls 
ing.and vehemjoit barfcingtof a* amall cockw 
in^ spaniel, once his own property, but 
which, unlike to the faithful Argus, saw 
fats master return: from hi& wanderings 
without. any symptom of recognition; : 
'* The little dogs and all f said MortM» 
to himself, on being disowned by his fornn 
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er favourite. '^ I am so changed that no 
breathing creature that I have known and 
loved will now acknowledge me.'^ 

At this moment he had reached the kit- 
chen, and soon after the tread of Alison's 
high heels, and the pat of the crutch* 
handled cane, which setved at once to 
prop and to guide her footsteps, w;ere 
heard upon the stairs, an annunciation 
which continued for some time ere she 
fairly reached the kitchen* 
. Morton had, therefore, time to survey 
the slender preparations for housekeeping, 
which were now sufficient \n the house of 
his ancestors. The fire, though coals are 
plenty in that neighbourhood, was hus- 
banded with the closest attention to eco* 
nomy of fuel, and the small pipkin, in 
which was preparing the dinner of the old 
woman and her maid^f-all-work, a girl of 
Iwelve years old, intimated, by its thin 
and watery vapour, that Ailie had not 
wended her cheer with her improved fbiv 
tune. 
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When %he entered, the head which nod* 
ded with self-importance— the features in 
which an irritable peevishness, acquired 
by habit and indulgence, strove with a 
temper naturally affectionate and good- 
natured— 'the coif — the apron— the blue 
/Cheoked gown, were all those of old Ailie ; 
•but laced pinners, hastily put on to meet 
f the stranger, with some other trifling arti« 
des of decoration^ marked the difference 
between Mrs Wilson of Milnwood and the 
l^Qusekeeper of the late proprietor. 

"What were ye pleased to want wi' 
Mrs Wilson^ sir ?— I am Mrs Wilson," wa« 
her ^rst address; for the five mitiutes 
time which she had gained for the business 
of the toilette, entitled her, she conceived^ 
to assume the full merit of her illustrious 
name, and shine forth on her gueit in iin- 
<:hastened splendour. Morton's sensations, 
confounded between the past and present> 
fairly confused him so much, that he would 
have had difficulty in answering her, eveo 
if he had known well what to say. But as 
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he had not determined what character he 
waato adopt while copcealing that which 
waa properly his own, he had aiv additipo* 
al reaison for remaining silept. Mrs Wil* 
son, in p^rpklexity, afi4 with soopei appret- 
hension, repeated her qtiestion* 

** What were ye.pleased to want wi* mc^ 
air? Ye said ye kennM Mr Harry Mor- 
ton?" 

'^ Pardon met madiam/' answered Ueiip 
ry ; *' it was of one Silas ^44>rton I sppke*** 

The old woman^s countenance fell. 

/^ It was his father then ye kent o^ the 
li^fother o' the late Milnwood^— ye caniia 
mind him ahroad. I wad think — he was 
come hame afore ye were born. I thoiighit 
ye hf^d brought me news of poor Maiater 
Harry/' 

^y It w^a from my father I learned to 
know Ck>lpnel Morton/' said Henry; /' of 
the son I know little or nothing ; rumour 
says he died abroad on his passage to Hol- 
land.*' 

*' That's ower like to be true^ and mony 
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a tear itVcost my auUl e*en. His uticle^ 
poor gentleman, jiist sough 'd awa' wi' it ia 
bt& mouth. He )iad beien gi'elng mt pre* 
eccize directions anent the bread and the 
wme^ and the brandy, at his burial, and 
how often it was to be handed r0yiid the 
eompany,^ (for, dead or alive, he was a pru* 
dent, frqgal, pains-itaking man) and thea 
he said, said he, /Ailie^'Xhie aye ca*d me 
Ailie^ we wei'^ auld acquaintance) * AiUe, 
take ye care and baud the gear weel the-, 
gither ; for the name of MortiMi. of Miln* 
wood's ga'en out like the last sough of an 
auld sang/ And sae 1^ fell ciut o* a^ 
dviatn into another, and ne'er apake a word 
mair, unless it were something we CQu'dna 
mak out, about a dipped candle being gude 
aiieugh to see to die wi*. — He cou'd ne'er 
hide to see a moulded ane, and there was 
ane, by ill luck, on the table." 
i Whilfe Mrs Wilson was thus detailing 
the last moments of the old miaer, Morton 
was pressingly ragaged In diverting the 
assiduous curiosity of the dog, which, re- 
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covered from his first surprise^ and combi* 
ning former recollections^ had, after mach 
snuffing and examination, begun a course 
of capering and jumping upon the stranger 
which threatened every instant to betray 
him. At length, in the urgency of his im- 
patience, Morton could not forbear ex- 
claiming, in a tone of hasty impatience, 
" Down, Elphin! Down, sir!'* 

*^ Ye ken our dog's name,'' said the old 
lady, struck With great and sudden siir* 
prise-^" ye ken our dog's name, and it's no 
a common ane. And the creature kens 
you tod,'' she continued, in a more agita« 
ied and shriller 'tone — '^ God guide us ! it's 
my ain bairn !" 

So saying, the poor old woman threw 
herself around Morton's neck, clung to 
him, kissed him as if he had been actually 
her child, an'd wept for joy. There was no 
parrying the discovery, if he could have 
had the heart to attempt any further dis- 
guise. He returned the embrace with the 
most grateful warmth, and answered***^ 
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*^ I do indeed live, dear Ailie, to thank 
you for all your kindness, past and present* 
and to rejoice that there is at least one 
friend to welcome me to my native coun- 

*' Friends f exclaimed Ailie, " ye*ll hae 
Biony friends — ^ye'U hae mony friends; for 
ye will hae gear, hinny — ye will hae gear* 
Heaven ihak ye a gude guide o't ! Bul^ 
eh, sirs T' she continued, pushing him back 
from her with her trembling hand and 
shrivelled arm, and gazing in his face as if 
to read, at more convenient distance, the 
ravages which sorrow rather, than time had 
made on his face — " Eh, sirs ! ye're sair al- 
tered, hinny, your face is turned pale, and 
your e'en are sunken, and your bonny red- 
and-white cheeks is turned a' dark and sun* 
burned. O weary on th6 wars ! mony^s the 
comely face they destroy.— And when cana 
ye herCf hinny? And where hae ye been? 
— And what hae ye been doing ? — And 
what for did ye na write till us ?— And how 
cam ye to pass yoursel for dead ?•— And 

11 
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what for did ye come creeping to your>aiii 
house as if ye had been an unco body^ to 
gi'e poor auld Ailie sic a start ?" she con- 
eludedy smiling through her tears. 

It was some time ere Morton could 
overcome' his own emotion so as to give 
the kind old woman the information whidi 
we shall communicate to our readers mthe 
next Chapter. 



» » 
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CHAPTER XL 
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Aumerle that was, 



But that 18 gone for ^*ng Richard's fnead. 
And, Madam, you most call him Rutland now. 



The scene of explanation was hastily 
removed from' the little kitchen to Mrs 
Wilson's own matted room, the very same 
which she had occupied as housekeeper) 
and which she continued to retain. *' It 
was/' she said, '^ better secured against 
sifting winds than the hall^ which cfhe had 
found dangerous to her rheumatismsj and 
more fitting for her use than the late 
MiliiMTood's apartment, honest man, which 
gave her sad thoughts;*' and as for the 
great oak parlour, it was never opened 
but to be aired; washed, and dusted, ac* 
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cording to the invariable practice of the 
family» unless upon their most solemn fes- 
tivals. In the matted room, therefore, 
they were settled, surrounded by pickle- 
pots and conserves of all kinds, which the 
ci'd&oant hous^iceeper continued to com- 
pound, out of mere habit, although neither 
she herself, nor amy otte el^e, ^ver partook 
of the comfits which the so regularly pre- 
pared. 

Morton, adapting his narrative to the 
comprehension ofl^i« auditor, inforined^r 
briefly f)f the wveck of the ve^i&el wA the 
loss of all hiind^j exoeptii^ two or tbrer 
common seaqieq, who lui4 cairly secured 
the skiff, an4 were just puttiajg ofF/rom 
the vessel when he leaped fixuan the deck 
into their boat, aaid unes;pectedly) a^ well, 
. as contrary to their inclination, made bim- 
j»elf partner of thciir vqys^ge and of their 
safety. Landed at Flu«bii)g^ h^^ was fortu- 
Bate ;ei)o^gh tfi meet with sin .ol4 officer 
who had bf^ea in se^rvice with hjs ^then 
By hift a4yiQe^vite shunaed g<H9g inuvedi- 
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ately to the Hague, but forwarded his let- 
ters to the court of the Stadtholder. 
' " Our Prince/* said the veteran, "must, 
as yet, keep terms with his father-in-law, 
and with your King Charles ; and to ap-^ 
proach him in the character of a Scottish 
malcontent would render it imprudent for 
him to distinguish you by his favour. 
Wait, therefore, his orders, without for- 
cing yourself on his notice ; observe the 
strictest prudence and retirement ; assume 
for the present a different name ; shun the 
company of the British exiles ; and, de- 
pend upon it| you will not repent your 
prudence/* . 

The old friend of Silas Morton argued 
justly. After a considerable time had elap* 
sed, the Prince of Orange, in a progress 
through the United States^ came to the 
town where Morton, impatient at his situ- 
ation and the incognito which he was 
obliged to observe, still continued, never- 
theless, to be a resident. He had ah hour 
of private interview assignedi in which 

6 
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the Prince expressed himsdf highly plw* 
sed with his intelligenf^e, his prudeM^r 
and the liberal view which be seemed 'to 
take of the factions of his native Qoimtry^r 
their mptives and their purposef* ^ 

** I woujd willingly,** ^aid WilliaiPp " air 
tach you to my own person^ but that caQ*. 
not he >without giving offence in Engknd* 
But I will do as mi^ch for you, as well out- 
of respect for the sentiments you have ex^ 
pressedi as for the recommendajtions y^ou; 
have brought me. Here is. a comnUssion. 
in a Swiss. regiment at present in garrison 
in a distant proyincfey where you will me«t 
few or none of your countrymen. Conti^ 
nue to be Captain Melville, and let the 
name of Morton sleep. till better days." ^ 

" Thus began my fortune,*' continued 
Morton ; '* and my services have, on varir 
ous^occasipn^, been distinguished by hia 
Royal Highness, until the moment that., 
brought him to Britain as pur political de**-. 
liverer. His commands must excuse my 
silence to^ m^ few friends in Scotland s and, 



«v 



O^Li> MORTA £ITr • ^4S 



I^wonder not at the report of tny death; 
considering the vrretk of the vessel, and 
thTat I f<Hind no occasion to use the letter^ 
of exchange with which I was furnished 
by the liberality of some of them, a cir- 
cumstance which mu«t have confirmed the 
belief that r had perished.*' 

** But, 'dear hinny," asked Mrs Wilson, 
'^ did ye find nae Scotch body at the 
Prinice of Oranger's court thatkenn'd ye? 
I wad hae thought Morton o* Milnwood 
Wis keAn'd a* through the country.^ 

*' I was purposely engaged in distant 
service/* said Mdrton, ** until a period 
when few, without as deep and kind a 
motive of interiest as yours, Ailie, would 
haveknowh the stripling Morton in Major- 
General Melville/' 

" Malville was your mother's name,'* 
said Mrs Wilson ;* ^' but Morton sounds 
far bonnier in my auld lugs. And when 
ye^tak^i^p the lairdship^ ye mau;i tak the 
atild name and designation again," 
^ ^' I am likg to be in no haste to do el- 
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ther the one or the other, Ailie, for I have 
some reasons for the present to conceal 
my being alive from every one but you ; 
and, as for the lairdship of Milnwood, it is 
in as good hands.*' 

** As good hands, hinny t" re-echoed 
Ailie ; ^* I'm hopefu' ye are no meaning 
mine ? The rents and the lands are but a 
sair fash to me. And Vm owcr failed to 
tak a help-mate, though Wylie Mactrickit 
the writer was very pressing and spak 
very civilly ; but I'm ower auld a cat to 
draw that strae before me. He canna whtl- 
lywha>me as he's dune mpny a ane. And 
then I thought aye y« wad come back| 
and I wad get my pickle meal and my 
soup milk, and keep a' things right about 
ye as I used to do in your puir uncle's 
time, and it wad be just pleasure aneugh 
for me to see ye thrive and guide the gear 
canny-^Ye'll hae learned that in Holland, 
I'se warrant, for they're thrifty fplk ther^ 
as I hear tell — But ye'U be for keepii^ ra- 
ther a mair house than puir m\d Miln* 



Wood that's gaae ; and, indeed^ I would 
approve o' yow eating butcker-meat mayw 
be as aften as three times a-week — it 
(eeps the wind oot o' the atamack.'^ 

^^ We will talk of all this another time»'' 
said Morton, surprised at the generosity 
upon a laige scale, which mingled ia 
Ailie's thoughts and actions with habitu^ 
and sordid parsimony, and at the odd con^ 
trast between her lore of saving and indi& 
ference to self-acquisition. '' You must 
ktiOWi*' he continued, ^ that. I am in this 
ieounftry tfnly for a few days on some spe> 
cial business of importance to the govern^ 
inent, and therefore, Aili^ not a word of 
having seen me. At some other time I 
will acquaint you fully with my motives 
and intentions.'" 

" E'en be it sac, my jo," replied Aili^ 
^' I can keep a secret like my neighbours; 
and weel autd Milnwood kenn'd it, honest 
man, for be tauld me where he keepit bis 
gear, and that*s what maist folks like to 
hae as private as possibly may be.--^fiut 
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borne awa' wi' me^ hinny, till I show ye 
the oak-parlour bow grandly it's keepit^ 
just as if ye had been expected bamje 
every day — I loot naebody sort it but my 
ain hands. It was a kind o* divertise- 
ment to me, though whiles the tear^an 
into ihy e'e^ and I said to myself what 
needs I fash wi' grates, and carpets, and 
cushions, and the muckle brass candle- 
sticks ony mair ? for they^ll ne*er come* 
hame that aught it rightfully.'' 

With these words she hauled bim away 
to this sanctum sanctorum^ the scrubbing 
and cleansing whereof was her daily em« 
ploymenty as its high state of good order 
constituted the very pride of her heart 
Morton, as he followed her into trie room, 
underwent a rebuke for not y di^hting.his 

shobn," which shewed that AUie ha^ not 

• " .. t ■• . ■ 

relinquished her habits pf authority, pn 
entering the oak-parlour» he coyld not bi^t 
recollect the feelings of solemn awe with 
which, when a boy, he had been a^ffected 
at his occasronal ai^d rare admission to an 
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apartment which he then supposed had 
' not its equal save in the halls of princes. 
It may be readily supposed^ that the 
worked )vorsted*chairs, with their short 
ebony legs and long upright backs, had 
lost much of their influence over his mind, 
that the large brass andirons seemed dimi- 
nished in splendour, that the green worst- 
ed tapestry appeared no masterpiece of the 
^ Arras loom, and that the room appeared^ 
on the whole, dark, gloomy, and disconso* 
late. Yet there were two objects, " The 
countierfeit presentment of two brothers,** 
which, dissimilar as those described by 
tiamlet, affected his mind with a variety 
of sensations. One full-length portrait re- 
presented his father, in complete armour, 
with a countenance indicating his mascu« 
line I and determined character s and the 
other set forth his uncle in velvet and 
brocade, looking as if he were ashamed of 
' his own finery, though entirely indebted 
for it to the liberality of the painten 

1-2 
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'* It was an idle fancy/' Ailie said^ '^ ta 
dress the hottest auld man in thae expen^ 
aiV^ fal*Ialls that he ne'er wore in bis life^ 
instead o' his douce Raploch grey, and bis 
baiid wi* the narrow edging/' 

In private, Mortott could not help being 
much of her opinion; for any thing ap^^ 
proaching to the dress of a gentleman 
sate as ill on the ungainly person of bis 
relative as an open or generous expression 
would have done on his mean and money- 
making features. He now extricated him<- 
self from Ailie to visit some of his haunts 
in the neighbouring wood, while her own 
bands made an addition to the dinner she 
was preparing; an incident no otherwise 
remarkable than as it cost the life of a 
fowl, which, for any event of less import^ 
ance than the arrival of Henry Morton^ 
might have cackled on to a good pld age, 
ere Ailie could have been guilty of the 
extravagance of killing and dressing ifi. 
The meal was seasoned by talk of old 
times, and by the plans which Ailie laid 
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out for futurity, io which she assigned faei 
ya«iig master all :tbe prudential habits of 
her old one, and planned out the dexterity 
with which she was to exercise her duty 
as goveraante. Morton let the old) woman 
en|oy her day-dreams and castle-building 
during momeints of such pleasure, and de^^ 
ferred, till some fitter occasion^ the com* 
muttication of his pui^se again to return 
and Bpend his life upon the continent. 

His tt^xt care was to lay aside his mi*" 
litary dress^ which he considered likely 
to render more difficult his researches af^ 
ter Biifley. He exchanged it for a grey 
doublet and cloak, formerly his usual 
attire at Milnwood, and which Mra WiU 
son produced from a chest of walnut'i^treey 
whefein *he had laid them aside, without 
forgetting carefully to brush and air them 
from time to time« Morton retained his 
sword and fire*arms, without which few 
persons travelled'in these unsettled times* 
When he appeared in his new attire, Mrs 
Wilson was first thankful ** that they fitted 
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bim sae decently, sincei tbou^ he was Bae 
fatter, yet be looked mair manly titan when 
be was ta'en frae Milawood/^ 

Next she enlarged oii the advanfeagi^ of 
saving old. cfethes to be what she called 
beet-masters sto the new, dad was fay ^ ad- 
vanced in the history of a velvet cloate be- 
longing to the }a:te Mitiiwopd^ which had 
first been converted to a velvet doublet, 
and then into a pair of breeches, and ap- 
peared each .time as good as mw, when 
Morton tntermpted her account df' its 
trjaosmigrations to bid her gdod^bye* - 

.He gaive^ indeed, a /sufficient tboek to 
her fieeliugSt by ex|>ressiog the neoessity 
lie Was^ under of proceeding oa bis joiumey 
that evening. < : - • >i j 

*l And where arc ye;gaun ?*^Aiid Ivhat 
wad yf do that u&ri^-^ And whar ^wadye 
sleepti but. in: your sain luMuiei rafter ye >liae 
been sae nuiny.y can fr^ i: ir> 

^^ I feel ail the unkindfaess of Jt^^ tiAifie, 
but it musbiie so; jandtbat^ was the reason 
that J aUcntpted to x^uwe^i »)]isflf ^m 



I 

\ jou» as i suspected you would not let me 
r jiart fnim ycm so easfty," 

** But wbar are ye ^gaun, then ?*' said 

. Ailiei KHioe more: V Saw e'er mortal e'en 

the like p' you, just to come ae m'6menty 

and ^fleev awa' like an arrow out of a bow 

-J. thfe^neist ! • 

V *i 1VI must' go>dowt)/-VrepUed Morton, ^Uo 
Niel^Blane the Piper's HowlF; he can give 
inea^bedy I suppose?'' 

^' A bed ?-^rse warrant can he/' repUed 

Atlie,i" aiKl/gar ye pay weelfor't into the 

barg)MG. Laddie, Iicfelre'say ye bae lost 

^^yburwlts in thae foreign parts, to jgang 

V a^d gi'e siller for a supper and a bed, and 
' might hae baith /for mae thing, and thanks 
" t'ye for accepting them." . 

/M lissure you, Ailie^" said Mo]^on,.d&* 
»iStrotis to silence her remonstrances, ^^-that 
i^lfbiiSi is a business of great importance, in 
which Imay be a great gainer, and cannot 
p«fssibly be /^ losen'* 
i\ K. ^^ % dinna see how that can be, if ye he- 
ir ^^ by gt^cing maybe the feck o- twal shil- 

-4 ' 



SSA TALES OF MY IfAVJDfiOftD* 

lings Scots far your supper ; but young 
folks are aye venturesomei and think t9 
get siller that way^ My puir auld maister 
took a surer gait^ and never parted wi' it 
when be had anes gotten't." 

Persevering in hts desperate resolutiom^ 
Morton took leave of Ailie, and mounted 
his horse to proceed to the little town, 
after exacting a solemn promise that: she 
would conceal his retura until she again 
saw or heard from him* 

^* I am not very extravagant^", was his 
natural reflecdon, as he trotted slowly to* 
wards the town ; *^ hut were Ailie and I 
to set up house together^ as she proposes^ 
I think my profusion would break the 
good old creature's beart before a week 
were out" 
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CHAiT'ER XIL 



Where'b th« joUjr host 



. You told me of? "t has been my custom ever 
To parley with mine host. 

JjB/tfiri Progress. 

Morton reached the borough town 
without meeting with any remarkable ad- 
venture, and alighted at the little inn* It 
had occurred to him more than once, while 
upon his journey, that his resumption of the 
dress which he had worn while a youths 
althojiigh favourable to his views in other 
respects, might render it more difficult for 
him to remain incognito. But a few years 
of campaigns and wandering had so chan^ 
ged his appearance, that he had great con- 
fidence that in the grown man, whose 
brows exhibited the traces of resolution 
and considerate thought, none would re- 
cognize the raw and bashful stripling who 
won the game of the popinjay. The only 
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chance was. that here and there sdnie 
whig, whom he had led to battle^ tnight re- 
member the Captain of the Milnwood 
Marksmen ; but the risk^ if there was any, 
could not be guarded against. 

The HowfF seemed* full and freqti(ented 
as if possessed of all its old celebrity. The 
person and demeanour of Niel Blane, more 
fat and less civil than of yore, intimated 
that he had increased as well in purse as 
in corpulence; for in Scotland a landlord's 
complaisance for his guests decreases in 
. exact proportion to his rise in the world. 
His daughter had acquired the air of a dex- 
terous bar-maid, undisturbed by the cir* 
cumstances of love and war, so apt to per* 
plex her in the exercise of her vocation. 
Both shewed Morton the degree of atten* 
tion which could have been expected by 
a stranger travelling without attendantSi 
at a time when they were particularly the 
badges of distinction. He took upon him* 
self exactly the character his appearance* 
presented,-— went to the stable aW saw 



hi$ horse accommodated*— *theQ retttrned 
-to the.house, and, seating himself in the 
public rporo, (for to request one to him* 
self wouldy in these days, have been 
thought an overweening degree of con- 
ceit)) he found himself in the very apart- 
ment in which he had some years before 
celebrated vhis victory at the game of the 
popiiyay, a jocular preferment which led 
to so many, serious consequences. 

He felt himself|. as may well be suppo^ 
sed^ a much changed man since that festi- 
^vity; land yet, to look around himi the 
groups assembled in the Howff seemed 
not dissimilar to those which the same 
scene ,had formerly presented. Two or 
three, burghers husbanded their '' dribbles 
6* brandy ;" tw.o or three dragoons lounged 
oyer their muddy ale^ and cursed the. in* 
active time^ that allowed them no better 
cheer. Their Cornet did not, indeed/ play 
at backgammon .with the curate in his 

cassock, but he drank a little modicuni of 

. • . • ■ 

n^m mrahilU with the grey-cloaked pres* 
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foy terian mnnter. The scene waa another^ 
and jret the samei difFermg imly in petw 
sons, but correspcmding in general cba*- 
racten 

<< Let the tide of the world wax or 
wane as it will/' he thought, as he look^ 
cd around him, '^ enough will be found to 
fill the places which chance renders va* 
cant ; and, in the usual occiipations and 
amusements of Ufe,. human beings will suc- 
ceed each other, as leaves npon the sdme 
tree, with the same individual difference 
and the same general resemblance/' » 

After pausing a few minutes, M prtoo^ 
whose experience had taught him the 
readiest mode of securing attention» order* 
ed a pint of claret, and, as the smiling 
landlord appeared with the pewter mea^ 
sure foaming fresh from the tap, (for bot^ 
tling wine was not then in fashion,) he ask* 
ed him to sit down and take a share of 
the good ,cheer. This invitatioa was' p<9- 
euliarly acceptable to Niel Blatie, who, if 
he did not positively expect it from every 
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guest not provided with better eompany, 
yet received it from many, and was no 
whit abashed or surprised at the summons. 
He sat down, along with his guest, in a 
secluded nook near the chimney ; and, 
while he received encouragement to drink 
by far the greater shiire of the liquor be- 
fore them, as a part of his expected func* 
tion, he entered at length upon the news 
of the country — the births, deaths, and 
marriages-^the^ change of property— -the 
downfall of old families, and the rise of 
new. But politics, now the fertile source 
of eloquence, mine host did not care to 
mingle in his theme, and it was only in 
answer to a question of Morton, that he 
replied, with an air of indifference, ^' Um 1 
ay 1 we aye hae sodgers amang us, mair 
or less. There's a wheen German horse 
doun at Glasgow yonder; they ca' their 
commander Wittybody, or some sic name, 
though he's as grave and grewsome an auld 
Dutchman as e'er I sawt" 
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" Wittenbold, perhaps?" said Moftdtr; 
** an old man, with grey hair and ^hort 
hiack moustaches — speaks seldom?' . 

"And smokes for ever," replied' Nid 
Blanc. ** I see your honour kens the man« 
He may be a very gude man -too, fdr ailght 
I see, that is, considering he is a sodger 
and a Dutchman; but if he were ten ge* 
nerals, and as mony Witty bodies^ he has 
nae skill in the pipes ; he gar*d me stop ia 
the middle o' Torphichan's Rant, the best 
piece o' music that ever bag gae wifid td*" 

" But these fellows/' said M ortoo^ glaa«i 
cing his eye towards the soldiers that were 
in. the apartment, ** are not of bis corps ?^ 

" Na, na, these are Scots dragoons ; our* 
ain auld caterpillars ; these were Ciaver^be 
lads a while syne^ and wad be again, nfmy^^ 
be, if he had the lang ten in his hand." 

"Is there not a report of his death P* 
said Morton. 

" Troth is there — your honour is rigbt^^- 
there is sic a fleeing rumour, but, in my 
puir opinion, it's lang ox the de'il.die* ,1 
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W«d bae the folks here look to themsek. 
If he makes aii outbreak, he*ll be doun or 
I could drtnk this glass — and whar are they 
tiseii? A' ihae hdl-rakers o' dragoons wad' 
he «t> bis whistle in a moment. Nae doubt 
thi^^re Willtes men e*^en now, as they ware 
Jsmes-s a while syne— -and reason good— 
tliey fight for "their pay ; w^hat else hae 
they to fight for? They hae neither lands 
norlumses, I trow. There's ae gude thing 
o' the change, or the Revolution, as they 
ca! it, folks may speak out afore thae bir- 
kittfl now, and nae fear o* being haul'd awa' 
to the guard-house, or having the thumi- 
kms screwed on your finger-ends, just as I 
wad drive the screw through a cork/' 

There, was a little pause, when Mdrton, 
feeling confident in the progress he had 
made in mine host's familiarity^ asked, 
though^ with the hesitation proper to one 
who puts a question on the answer^ to 
which rests something of importance,— 
'^ Whether Blane knew a woman in that 
neighbourhood called £lizabeth Maclure?'' 
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^' Whether I ken Bessy Maclure ?" answer- 
ed the landlord, with a landlord's Jaugh — 
"How can I but ken my ain wife's (haly 
be her rest) — my ain wife's first gudeman's 
sister^ Bessie Maciure ? an honest wife she 
is, but sair she's been trysted wi' misfor- 
tuneSy — the loss o' twa decent ladB o' sons, 
in the time o' the persecution, as they ca' 
it now«a-days ; and doucely and decently 
she has bore her burthen^ blaming nane, 
and condemning nane. If there's an honest 
woman in the world, it*s Bessie Maclure. 
And to lose her twa sons, as I was saying, 
and to hae dragoons clinked down on her 
for a month bypast — for, be whig or tory 
uppermost, they aye quarter thae loons on 
victuallers^ — to lose, as I was saying" — 

" This woman keeps an inn, then ?*^ in- 
terrupted Morton. % 

" A public, ill a puir way," replied Bla«e, 
looking round at his own. superior accom- 
modations — ** a sour browst o' sma* ale 
that she sells to folk that are ower droutby 



wi' travel to b^ mce, but nae thing to ca' a 
stirring l^radc or a thriving change^honse.** 
. '^ Caa you get me a gaiide there ?" said 
Moston. 

** Your hofiour will test her* a' the night ? 
•»<-ye'U hardly get accommodation at Bes- 
sie's/' said Niel, whose regai-d for his de« 
oeased wife's reiattve by no means extend- 
ed to sending company from hisx>wtt house 

9 

tabecft. 

** There is a friend," a&swered Morton, 
^ jvhom I arm to meet with there, and I 
QfDly oaJkd here to take a stirrup cup and 
eniquire the way." 

'^Your honour had better," answered 
the landlord, with the perseverance of bis 
calling, ^^ send soime ane to warn your 
firiend to come on here." 

^ I tell yon, landlord/^ answered Mor- 
ton impatieixtly, ^ that will not serve my 
purpoae;'! must go straight to this W^o- 
Bum Maclufife^ Kiouse, and i desire you to 
find me a guide." 

f* Aw^el> i^iir, ye'U cbuse for yourself to 
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be sure ; biit cte*il a guide yc'U' need, if ytf 
gae doiin the water for twa mile^ or sa^, tif 
gin ye were bound for Mitnwopd-heuke, 
and then tak the firsts broken di«rja[8keA« 
looking road that mitkes for the hills-^ye'Il 
kenH by a broken asb-tree that stattds aft 
the side o' a burn just where the roads 
meet, and then travel out the path — ye 
eanna miss Widow Maclure's public, for 
de'il another house or hauld is on the road 
for ten lang Scots miles, and that% worth 
twenty English. I am sonry your honour 
would think of gaun out o' my b6use the 
night. But my wife's gude^sister is a de<^ 
cent womatii and it's ho lost that a friend 
gettf.** 

Morton accordingly paid his reckoning 
and departed. The sunset of the summer 
day placed him at the ash-tree^ where the 
p^th led up toward the mpons. -^ 

^* Here,"' be said to himself, /' my nm^ 
fortunes conimenced ; for just here, when 
Burley and I were about. to separate oni 
the first night we ever, inet^ be was aburm*^ 



'^ejj b^ the inteltigence, that the passes weve 
i^i^ured by soldiers laying in wait for him. 
Beneath that very ash sate the. old woman 
^wiio apprised him of his danger. HbAr 
i^i^Qge that my wb6le fortunes should 
have beconie inseparably interwoven with 
tjfat mmis, without any thing more on my 
part^ than the discharge of an ordinary 
duty of humanity ! Woiild to Heaven it 
were possible I could find my humble 
qiiiet and tranquillity of mind upon the 
spot-where I lodt theiji!'? 

Thus arranging his reflections betwixt 
speech and thought, he turned, his horse's 
hbadup' the path. 

. Evening lowered around him as he adn 
vanned Up th^ narrow ddt which had once 
fo^ett a wood, -but was now divested of 
ti^esy unless where a few, from their inac^ 
cessible situation on the edge of prcK^ipi* ' 
totts banks, or ^ clinging among rocks and 
hiige^pnesy defied tl>e invasion of men 
and of^eattle^ like the scattered tribes of a 

u IV* M 
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conquered country, driven to take refuge 
in the barren strength of its mountains. 
These too, Wasted and decayed, seen^ed 
rather to exist than to flourish, and only 
served to indicate what the landscape had 
once been# But the stream brawled down 
among them in all its freshness afid viva- 
city; giving the life and animation which a 
mountain rivulet alone can confer on the 
barest and most savage scenes, and which 
the inhabitants of stich a country miss 
when gazing even upon the triinquil wind- 
ing of a majestic stream through plains 
of fertility, and beside palaces of splen- 
dour. The track of the road foUqw^ed the 
liourse of the brook^ which was now visible, 
and now only to 4:)e distinguished by its 
bra^wling heard among the stones, or in the 
clefts of the ropk, that occasionally iiiter* 
rupted its course. 

" Murmurer that thou art,** said Mor- 
ton, ia the enthusiasm of his reverie,— 
/* wby chafe with the irocfcs that atop thy 
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course for a moment ? There is a sea to re- 
c^ve tbee in its bosom, and an eternity 
^or Tnan wb^n bis fretful and hasty course 
through tjbe v.9^e of time shall be ceased 
And. oven What, thy p^tty fuming is to 
the dcQp and va&t billows of a shoreless 
pceaUf are pur cares, hopes, fears, joys, and 
soripows, to the objects which must occupy 
us through the aNvfol and boundless s,uc- 
cession of ages !'* 

Thus moralizing, be passed on till the 
dell ppened^and the banks, receding from 
th^ brook, left a little green vale, exhibit-* 
ing a croft, or small field, on which some 
corn was growing, and a cottsige, whose 
.walls were not above five feqt high, and 
whose thatched roof, green with moisture^ 
age, hcmse^leek, aud grass> had in some 
places suffered damage from^tbe encroachr 
ment of two cows^ whose appetite this ap- 
pearance of verdure had diverted from 
their more legitimate pasture. An ilUspell* 
e^ ajid worse written inscriptioD^ iptima- 
ted to the traveller that he might here find 
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refreshment for man and horse ;— no unac^ 
ceptable intimation, rude as the hut appear- 
ed to he, considering the wild path he had 
trode in approaching it, and the high and 
waste mountains which rose in desolate 
dignity behind this humble asylum. 

"It must indeed have been/* thought 
Morton, " in some such spot as this, that 
Burley was likely to find a congenial con* 
fidante." 

As he approached, he observed the good 
dame of the house herself, seated by the 
door; she had hitherto been concealed 
from him by a huge alder-bush. 

** Good evening, mother," said the tra- 
veller. " Your name is Mistress Mac* 
lure?" 

"Elizabeth Maclure, sir, a poor widow/' 
was the reply. 

*' Can you lodge a stranger for a night F' 

" I can, sir, if he will be pleased with the 
widow's cake and the widow's cruize." 
- ** I have been a soldier, good dame," an- 
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swered Morton, ^* and nothing can come 
^miss to me in the way of entertainment.** 

" A* sodger, sir ?** said the old woman 
\yith a sigh, " God send ye a better 
trade.'* 

•* It is believed to be an honourable pro*' 
fession, my good dame. I hope you da 
not think the worse of me for having be- 
longed to it r'* 

. " I judge np one, sir," replied the wo* 
man, ** and your voice sounds like that of 
a civil gentleman; but I bae seen sae 
muckle ill wi*. sodgering in this poor land, 
that I ani e'en content that I can see nae 
mair o*t wi* these sightless organs." 

As she spoke thus, Morton observed 
that she was blind. 

*•' Shall I not be troublesome to you, my 
good dame r'* said he, compassionately ; 
'* your infirmity seems ill calculated for 
your profession/* 

" Na, sir," answered the old woman ; 
'^ I can gang about the house readily 
aneugh ; and I hae a bit lassie to help 
me^ and the dragoon lads will look after 



270 TALES OF MY LANDLORSt 

your horse when they come hame frae 
thfeir patrole> for a sma' matter; they are 
civiller now than lang syne/* 

Upon these assurancesi Morton alighted. 

" Peggy, my bonny bird/' continued the- 
hostess, addressing a little girl of twelve 
years old, who had by this time appeared^ 
*^ tak the gentleman's horse to the stable, 
and slack his girths, and tak aff the bridle, 
and shake down a lock o' hay before him, 
till the dragoons come back.— Come this 
way, sir,*' she continued; *^ye*llfindmy 
' hduse clean, though it's a pnir ane.^ 

Morton followed her into the cottage 
accordingly. 



(• 
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CHAPTER Xlir. 

Then out and spak the auld mother, 

And fast her tears did fa'—* 
^ Ye wadna be warn'd, my son Johnie« 

Frae the himtijig to bide awa !" 

Old Ballad 

.Whek: he entered the cottage, Morton 
perceived that the old hostess had spoken 
tr4ith. The inside of the hut belied its 
ou^tward appearance, and was neat, and. 
even comfortable, especially the inner 

' apartment, in which the hostess informed : 
her guest that he was to sup and sleep. 
Refreshments were placed before fairn^ 
such as the little inn afforded, and, though 
he had small occasion for them, he accept*^ * 

^ ed the off'er, as the means of maintaining 
some discourse with the landlady. Not- 
withstanding her blindness, she was assidu* 
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ous in her attendance, and seemed, by a 
sort of instinct, to find her way to tvhat 
she wanted. 

** Have you no one but this pretty little 
girl to assist . you in waiting on your 
guests ?*• was thcnatural qi^estion. 

'" None^ sir ; I dwell alone, Uke the wi- 
dow of Zarephthah. Few guests coipe to 
this puir place; and I. haena custom 
eneugh to hire servants. I bad anes twa 
fine sons that lookit after a' thing — But 
God gives, and takes away-^His name be 
praised T she continued, turning her cloud* 
ed eyes towards Heaven — " I was anes 
better off, that. is, worldly speaking, even 
since I lost them ; but that was before this 
last change*'' 

'^ Indeed ! But you are a presbyterian, 
good, mother?". i 

^^I am, sir.; praised be the light tbat> 
shewed me the Tight way," replied the. 
landlady. . ^ 

*' Then, I should have thought the Re- 
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volution would have brought you nothing 
but good.*' 

" If/' said the old woman, " it has^' 
brought the land gudie, and freedom of 
woitbip to tender consciences^ 'it's little 
matter what ft hasi brought to a puir blind' 
worm like me/* . . 

^ •* Stil V.replied Morton, " I cannot see- 
how it could possibly injure you.*' 

** ItV a lang story, sir. But ae night, 
sax weeks or thereby, afore BothwfeU 
Brigg, a young gentleman stopped at this* 
puir cottage, stiff and bloody with wounds,, 
pale and dune out with riding, and his 
horse sae weary he couldna drag ae foot 
after the other, and his fo^s were close 
ahint him, and he was ane o' our enemies 
— ^What could I do, sir? — You that's a 
soldier will think me but a «illy auld wife. 
T— but I fed him, and relieved him, and 
keepit him hidden till the pursuit was 
awer.** 

** And who," said Morton^ " dares disap*^ 
prove ofyonr having done so?" 

MS 
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I kenna^Igat ill-^will about it ftttiaUg 
some o' our ain folk. They said I should' 
bae been to him wh^t Jael Was to Sisera 
*— But weel I wot I iiad nae divine com-' 
niand to shed blood, and* to save it wa& 
baith like a woman and a Gbristianb — An6c 
tlien they said I wanted natural afieetioQ^ 
to relieve ane that belanged to the band 
that murdered my twa sons.*!* 
'' That murdered your two sons r ' 
** Ay, sir ; thougdi maybe yeMl gi'e their 
deaths another nAme — ^The tane fell wi* 
sword in hand, fighting for a broken na-^^ 
tional Covenant ; the tother — O, they 
took him and shot him Miead on the green 
before his mother's face! — My auld e'en 
dazzled when the shots were looten' o% 
and^ to my thought, they waxed weaker 
and weaker ever sinee that weary day--« 
and sorrow, and heart-break, and tears» 
might help on the disorder. But, alasf 
betraying Lord Evandale's young blood to 
his enemies' sword wad iie'er hae brought 
my Ninian and Johnie alive again. -' ' * 
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. - '^ Lord Eyandale r* - said Morton in sur^ 
pA%t ; ^^ Was it Lord Eyandale whose life 
yau saved r^ 

^^ In trotfai even fai»w And kind he was 
to me after, and gae me a caw and catf,! 
mrflt^ meal) and siller, and nane durst steer 
ilie when he.v^as in powen But we live 
on an outside bit of Tillietudlem land, and 
the estate was sair plea^d between Leddy. 
Margaret Beilenden and the present laird, 
Basil Olifant,? and Lord Evandale backed 
the auld 1 eddy for love o her daugliter 
Miss Edith, as the country said, ane o' the 
bett and bonniest lassies in Scotland* But 
they behuved to gi'e way, aud Basil gat 
the Castle and land, and on the back o^ 
that came the Revolutn, and wha to 
turn coat faster than the laird P for he said 
he had been a true whig a' the time^ ^ici 
turned papist only for fashion's sake. And 
then he got favour, and Lord Evandale's. 
bead was under water; for he was ower 
proud and manfu' ta bend to eveiy blast 
o' wind, though mony a ane may ken aa 
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weel as Die, that, be his am priiicif^Waifli 
they will, he was nae ill friend to d^r folic 
when he could protect us, and far ktndtfr; 
than Baiil Oiifaiit that aye Iceepit the co« 
ble head doun the stream. But he trat^ aetl^ 
by and ill looked oh, and his word: nt^er 
asked; and then BasiU wha's a revengeful 
man, jset hitnsel.to.vex him tn a'shapesy 
and specially by oppressing and despoilingf 
the auld widow, Bessie Maclure, that saved 
Lord Evandale's life, and that he was sae 
kind" to. But he's mistal'en, if that's his 
end ; for it wiU be lang or Lord Evamlaie 
bears a word frae me about the selling tny> 
kye for rent or e'er it was due, or the put-^ 
ting the dragoons on me when the coun«: 
try's quiet, or ony thing else that will v^ex^ 
him— I can bear, my aia burden patiently, 
and warid's loss is the least part p't." 

Astonished and interested at this picr: 
tiire of patient^ grateful, and disinterested 
resignation, . Morton could not help . be^ 
stowing an execration upon the .p<ioi>spi^^ 
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riied cMcal who had taken 6uch a dastard- 
ly courae of veogeanice. 

^* Dinna curse him, sir,*^ said the aid 
lurotnau; ^^ I have heard a good man say^ 
tlmt a curae was like a stone flung up t6: 
the heavens^ and maist like to return on 
his head that sent it. But if ye ken Lord» 
Evandale, bid him look to himsel, for I. 
hear strange words pass atween <he sol- 
diers that are lying here, and hi$ name is. 
often mentioned ; and the tane o* them 
has been twice up at Tillietudlem. He'a 
a kind of favourite wi' the Lairdy^ thought 
be was in former times ane.o'the maist 
cruel oppressors ever rade through a coun- 
try (out-taken Serjeant Bothwell)r^they 
ca' him Inglis/' 

' ^^ I have the deepest interest in. Lord 
Evandale's safety/' said Morton, ^* and 
you may depend on my finding some mode 
t^ apprize him of these suspicious circumN- 
stances ; And, in return, my good frienc^ 
will you indulge me with another qu€S«( 
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tibn ? Do yoti know aoy thii^g bf Quihtihr 
Mackell of Irongray f**. 

** Do I HnoMr whom T^ echoed the bUnd 
Womaiii in a tone of great surprise a&d 
alarm. 

^' Quintin Mack^ of Irongrayi^ r^eat^ 
ed Mortota ;: '* is there any thit^ so alarm-f 
ing in the sound of that nante ?'^ 

'** Na,*na/' answered the woman with? 
hesitation^ •*' but to hear him asked afte^ 
by a stranger and a soldier— 4jude protect 
US| what mischief is to come next P' 

^^ None by my fneans, I assure youV^' 
sftid Morton ; ** the subject of my enqisiry 
has nothing to fear from me> if^ as I sup^ 
pos€y this Quintin Mackell \i the tome* 
with John Bal- — '' 

> ^* Do not mention his namcy^ said the 
^idow, pressing his li{is \^itb her fingeni«. 
^^. I see you have his secret and his pass-' 
word, and TU be free wi' you. But, far 
Qod's sake, speak lound and low. lii the 
tkdXBk^ of Heaven, I trust ye seek htm oot 
to his hurt.— ^ Ye said ye were a soldier r** 
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5^1 said truly j but one he has nothing 
to fear from. I commatided a party at 
Botb\¥ell Bridge."^ 

" Indeed?" said the woman. •' And ve« 
rily there is something in your voice I can 
trust«*^Ye speak prom^ and readily» and 
like an honest manr.^ 

^^ I trust I am so/^ said Morton* 
^ But nae displeasure to you, sir; in thae 
waefii' timesy^ continued Mrs Maclure^ 
*^ the himd of brother is against broth er» 
and he fears as mickle almaist frae this 
government as e'er he did frae the auld 
persecutors.'* 

^* Indeed?" said Morton, in a tone of 
enquiry ; ** I was not awalre of that. But 
I am only just now returned froni abroad/' 
** I'll tell ye/' said the blind womao^ first 
assuming an attitude of listening that she w« 
ed how effectually her powers of collecting 
intelligence had been transferred from tlie 
eyt to the ear ; for^ instead of casting a 
glance of circumspection around, she stoop* 
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ed her faee, and turned her head slowly 
around, in such a manner as to ensun^ that 
there was not the slightest sound stirring: 
in the neighbourhood; and then continued. 
"4*11 tell ye. Ye ken how he has labbureS' 
to raise lip again the Covenant, burned, ^ 
broken, and buried in the hard hearts andv 
$elfish devices of this stubborn ptopte. 
Now when he went to Holland, far from . 
the countenance and thanks of the great^ 
and the comfortable fetlbw^hip c^f the god-' 
ly, both whilk he was in right to expSct, 
the Prince of Orange wad shew him no 
favour, and the ministers no 'godly com-' 
munion; This was hard to bide for alie 
that had suffered and done mickle — ower 
ihickle it may be — but why suld I.be ai 
judge? — He came back to me and to the 
auld place o* refuge that had aften recci*^ 
yed him in his distresses^ mair especially^ 
before the great day of victory at Drum- 
Qlog, for I sail ne'er forget how he was* 
bending hither of a' nights in the year on! 
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tjiat evening after the play when yaniig 

Mitnwood wan the popinjay; but I warn-. 

ed him off for that lime/* 

*• What,'* exclaimed Morton, " it was 

)Sou that sate in your red cloak by the 

high-road^ and told him there was a lion!! 

in the path r" 

l^ In the name of heaven 1 wha are 

^•ye ?'' said the old w-oman, breaking, off his 
• narrative in astonishment. /' But be wha: 

ye may/' she continued, resuming it with; 

tranquillityi ^'ye can ken naething waur 
' o** me than that I hae been willing to save: 

^he life.o friend and foe/' 
^. *' I know no ill of you, .Mrs Maclure^; 
' and- 1 mean no ill by you — I only wished. 

tQ show you that I know so much of this, 

person's affairs, that I might be safely eur i 

trusted with the rest. .Proceed, if you. 

please, in youmarrative." 

*f There is a strange command in your^ 

voice/! said the blind woman, ** though 

its tones are sweet.. 1 have little mair tO; 

say. Tbe 'Stuarts hae been dethroned, 
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and William and Mary reigd in their stead,, 
but nae mair word o* the Covenant than if 
it were a dead letter. They bae taen thfe * 
indulged^clergy, and an £ra8tian General 
Assembly of the ance pure and triumphant 
Kirk of Scotland even into their very arms^ 
and bosoms. Our faitbfu champions o' 
the testimony agree e'en waur wi' this 
than vff the open tyranny and apostacy of 
the persecuting times^ folr souls are hard*' 
ened ;and deadened, and the mouths of 
fasting multitudes are crammed wi' fizen* 
less braA instead of the sweet word itt 
season ; and mony an hungry, starving, 
creature, when he sits down on a Sunday 
forenoon to get something that might 
warm him to tho great work, has a dry 
clatter o* morality driven about hisf lugs, 
and—" - . , 

^^ In short/^ said Morton, desirons to 
stopLa discussion which the gpod old mto* 
nian, as enthusiastically attached to her 
religidus profession as to the. duties •f hu^' 
manityi might probably have indulged 
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li>nger— " In shorty you are hot dhpoaed 
ta acquiesce in this neW government, and 
Burley is of the same opimon V* 

*^ Many of oiif brefthfen, sir, are of be- 
lief we fought for the Covenant, and fast- 
ed, and prayed, and suffered for that grand ' 
national league^ and now we are like nei« 
ther to see nor hear tell of that which we 
suffered, and fought, and fasted, and pray-: 
ed for. — And anes It was thought some- 
thing might be made by bringing l»ack 
the auld family on a new bargain and a 
new bottom, as, after aVwben King James 
went awa', I understand the great quarrel 
of the English against him was in behalf 
of seven unhallowed prelates; and sae, 
though ae part of our people were free to 
join wi' the present model, and levied an 
armed regiment under the Yearl of Angus, ^ 
yet our honest friend^ and others of purity 
of doctrine and freedom of conscience, 
were determined to hear the breath o' the 
Jacobites before they took part again them» - 
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fearing to. fa' to the ground like a wall 
built with unslacked mortar^ or from sit^ 
ting between twa s tools.'* 

*' They chose an odd quarter," said Mor- 
ton, "from which tp expect freedom of^ 
conscience and pur rty of doctrine.^ * 
. ".O, dear sir I the natural day-spring 
rises in the east, but the spiritual day* * 
spring may rise in the north> for what we 
bljnded mortals ken/^ . 

'^ And Burley went to the north to seek ; 

" Truly ay, sir ; and he saw Clarei^se ^ 
himsel, that they ca' Duudee now.-' 

" The devil be did !" exclaimed, Morton, v 
"I would l^ave sworn, that meeting would r 
hav^ be^. the last of one of their Uves." 

•* Na, na, sir ; ia troubled tim^, as I uri-- 
derstand*, there's sudden ciianges — Mont*; 
gomery, and Ferguson, and mony ane mair* 
that were l^ing James's greatest faes, ft^re . 
on his side now*^Claver'se spake oijr^ 
friend, fair, and sent him to consult wit)^' 
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1/ml Evandale. But then there was a 
l>reak o^, for Lord Evandale wadna look 
at, hear, or speak wi* him, and xiow he's 
anes wud and aye waur, and roars for re« 
venge again Lord Evandale, and liril] hear 
nought of ony thing hut burn' and slay— 
and O thae starts o' passion ! they unset* 
tie his mind^ and gi'e the enemy sair ad- 
vantages/' 

** The enemy ?'' said Morton, '* What 
enemy?'' 

" What enemy? Are ye acquainted fa- 
miliarly wi^ John Balfour o* Burley, and 
dinna ken that he has had sair and fre- 
quent combats to sustain against the Evil 
One? Did ye ever see him alone but the 
Bible was in his hand, and the drawn sword 
on his knee? did ye never sleep in the 
same room wi* him, and hear him strive in 
his dreams with the delusions of Satan ? 
0,'ye ken little o* him, if ye have seen hitti " 
only in fair day-light, for nae man can put 
the face upon his doleful visits and strifes 
that he can do, ' t hae seen him after sic a 
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Strife of dgcyiy tremble that ap infaot ought 
hae held biro, while the hair on his brow 
was drapping as fast a$ ey ^r my puir thatch- 
.«d roof did in a heavy rain/ 

A$ sbe spok«» Morton hc^gjan to recollect 
.the appearance of Burley during his sleep 
.in the hay.loft at Milnwood, the report of 
Cudidie that his senses had become impair- 
edy and some whimpers current among the 
^ameFoni^li^, who boaste4 frequently of 
Bu^ley^s soul-exercises, and his strifes with 
:the foul fie^d ; which several circumstances 
led hkn to conclude that tliis man himself 
wps a viQtim to those delusionSi though 
-his-mind, naturally acute and forcible, not 
only disguised his superstition from those 
in whose opinion it might have dbcredited 
his judgqient, but by exerting such a force 
as is said to be proper to those afflicted 
with epilepsy^ qould postpone the fits 
which it occasioped until he v^as either 
free^ fr<m superintendance^ or suf rounded 
by such as h«ld him more highly on ac 

10 
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'CBDunt of these visit^tidns. It was natural 
to auppose, and could easily be inferr^ 
from the narrative of Mrs Maclure, that 
disappointed ambition, wrecked hopes,, aad 
the; downfall of the party which hp had 
served with such desperate- fideUty, w:erc 
likely to aggravate enthusiasm into teoipo- 
rary insanity. It \fras, indeed, no uncom- 
mon circumstance in these singular timeSf 
that jmcn like Sir Hafry Vane, Harrison^ 
Overton, and others, themselves slaves to 
the Wildest and most enthusiastic dreams, 
CQuldy when tning}ing with the world, cpn- 
:duct themselves not only with good sense 
in difficultiest and courage in dangers, bitt 
with the most acute. sagacity and detetini- 
-ned valoun The s^ubsequent. part of Mis 
Maclure^s information confirmed Morton i|t 
4hese impressions. ^ 

" In the grey of t^e morning,*' she said^ 
** my little Peggy sail shew ye the gate to 
him before the sodgers are up. Byt ye 
maun let his hour of danger, as heca's it, 
be. Qwer, afore ye venture ojx him in ,his 
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place of refuge. Peggy will teil y^wbeu 
to venture in. She ken^ his wi^ys weeji 
for whiles she carries him some little help^ 
that he canna do without to sustain dife^V 
<^ And in what retreat then," said.Moi^ 
ton, ^^ has this unfortunate person found 
refuge ?•• 

" An awsome place," answered the blind 
woman, " as ever living creature took re- 
fuge in. They ca' it the Black Linn of 
Linklater — it's a doleful place; but he 
Joves it abune a' others, because he has sae 
often been in safe hiding there, and it's 
'my belief he prefers it to a tapestried 
chamber and a down bed. But ye'U see't. 
I hae seen it mysel mony a day syne. I 
was a daft hempie lassie then, and little 
thought what was to come o't. Wad ye 
chuse ony thing, sir, ere ye betake your* 
sel to your rest, for ye maun stir wi* the 
^^rst dawn o' the grey light ?'* 

" Nothing more, my good mother,*' said 

J^orton, and they parted for the evening. 

Morton recommended himself. to ^Uea* 

5 



vtmf threw himself on the bed, heard, be- 
tween sleeping and waking, the trampling 
of the dragoon horses at the riders' return 
from their paCrole, and then slept soundly 
after such painful agitation^ 
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CHAPTER XIV. . 

The darksome cave they enter, where ihey found 
The accursed man* low sitting on the ground^ 
Musing full sadly in his sidlen mind. 

Spenser. . 

As the morning l)egan to appear on the 
monntainSi a gentle knock was heard at 
the door of the humble apartment in which 
Morton slept, and a girlish treble voice 
asked him from without| '^ If he wad please 
gang to the Linn or the folk raise r^ 

He arose upon the invitation, and/ dress- 
ing himself hastily, went forth and joined 
his little guide. The mountain maid tript 
lightly before him,\hrough the grey hazC; 
over hill and moon It was a wild and va« 
ried walk, unmarked by any regular or dis* 
tinguishable tracks and keeping, upon the 
'whole» the direction of the ascent qf the 
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brook/ though without tracing its wind- 
ings. The landscapei as they advanced, 
turned waster and more wild) until no- 
thing but heath and rock encumbered the 
side of the valley. 

'^ Is the place still distant V^ said Mor« 
ton* 

". Nearly a mild off/' answered the girL 
'' We'll be there belive.** 

"And do you often go this wild jour* 
ney, .my little maid ?" 

'" .When grannie seiids me Wi milk and 
meal to the Linn,'' answered the child. 

"And are you not afraid to travel so 
wild a road alone V* 

' " Hout na, sir/' replied the guide i " nae 
living creature wad touch sic a bit thing 
as I aQii and grannie says w# need never 
fear ony thing else wlmn we are doing a 
gudc turn." 

'*f Strong in innocence as in triple mail f' 
said Morton to himself/ and foUoveed her 
steps. in silence. ■ , ^ .4 
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They soon came to a decayed tbickeiU 
ivhere bramble9 wd thiM'aa supplied the 
room of the oaks and birches of which it 
bad once consistedv Hece the guide titrni> 
ed short off the open heath, a^dy by a 
sheep- tracks conducted Mortoa ta the 
brook. A hoarse and sullen roar had in 
part prepared him for the scene which pre- 
sented itself^ yet it was not to be viewed 
without surprise and even terror. Whep 
be emerged from the devious path which 
eoiiducted him through the thicket, he 
found himself placed on a. ledge of flat 
rock, prpJQCting over one side of a chasm 
not less than a hundred feet deep» where 
the dark mountain stream made a decided 
and rapid shoot over the precipice, aad 
was swailowifl up by a deepi black, yawn- 
ing gulph. The ^e in vain strove to see 
the bottom of the fall ; it could catch but 
OBe sheet of foaming uproar and sheet de- 
scent, until the view was obstructed by 
the projecting crags, which iacloseif the 
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bottom of the waterfall^ and bid from sight 
the dark pool which leceived its tortui 
ted waters ; far beneath^ at the distance 
of, perhaps, a quarter of a mile, the eye 
caught the windiiig of the stream as it 
toierged into a more open course. Btit^ 
for that distance, they were lost to sight 
as much as if a cavern had been archcfd 
over them ; and indeed the steep and 
projecting ledges of rock through which 
they wound their way m dai'kness, were 
very nearly closing and over-roafing their 
course* 

While Morton gazed at this scene of tu^ 
multy which seemed, by tlie surrounding 
thickets and the clefts into which the wa* 
ters descended, to seek to hide itself from 
every eyci his little attendant, as aihe stood 
beside him on the platform of rock which 
comn>anded the best view of the fall, pull- 
ed him by the sleeve, and said, in a tone 
which he could not hear without stooping 
his ear near the speaker, " Hear till hiiii 1 
Eh ! hear tiU hini r 



iOA tale; fiV M7 JLANDtORD. 

,. Morton listened more attentively* and 
out of the very abyssi into wbjeb the brook 
felly an4 amidst the tpmultuafy. sounds of 
the cataract, thought he could, distingui^ 
shouts, screa^mSy and even articulate words, 
as if the tortured dempn of the s.tream. bM 
been mingling hia complaints with the rear 
of his broken waters, 
r " This is tbjB way,'- jsaid th^ little girl ; 
follow me, gin ye please, sir, but tak' tent 
to your feet j'* and, with the daring agility 
^hich custom had rendered easy, she va* 
nished from the platform on which sbe 
stooc), and*. by; notches and slight pjcc^e* 
iiops in tl^efocHy scrambled doufn its face 
i^to Xhp chs(sm. w^ich it overhung,. Stea* 
^y, bold,, and active, Morton besitat^^d 
fio{;/tp follow her'; but t^ acces^^ryjat- 

• 

tention to secure his bold and footing in 
^descent where both foot and hand were, 
^^e^f^i.for security, prevented him frq^n 
Icfoking aiK>.und him, till, having d^Ktud^d 
pigh t^wenty feet, s^qd being sij^^ or iie^ 
venty above the pool i$rhif;b rec^ivi^d. tlje 
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fitly his guideihade a pause/ aind he agaia 
found himself by her side in a situation 
that appeared equally romantic and preca* 
rioiis. ' They were nearly opposite to the 
water-fall, and in point of level situated at 
about one*quarter's depth from the point 
of the cliff over which it thundered, and 
three-fourths of the height above the 
dark^ deep, and ^ restless pool which re* 
ceived its fall. Both these tremendous 
points, the first shoot, namely, of the yet 
Unbroken stream, and the deep and sombre 
abyss into which it was emptied, were full 
before liimj as well as the whole continu- 
ous stream of billowy frpth,^ which, dash- 
ing from the one, was eddying and boiling 
m the other. They were so near this grand 

jjhenomenon tii&t they were covered with 

> 

its spray, and well nigh deafened by the 
incessant roar. But crossing in the very 
front of the falU and at scarce three yards 
distance from the cataract, an old oak«tree, 
flung across the chasm in a manner that 
seemed accidental, foriped a bridge of feaN 
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fiilly narrow dimanstons and uncertain foot- 
ing. The upper end of the tree rested on 
the platform on which they stood — ^thei 
lower or uprooted extremity extended be- 
hind a projection on the opposite side/ and 
was secured, Morton^s eye could not disco* 
ver where. From behind the same projec- 
tion glimmered a strong red light, which, 
glancing in the waves of the falling water^ 
and tinging them partially with crimson, 
had a strange preternatural and sinister 
effect when contrasted with the beams of 
the rising sun^ which glanced on the first 
bioken waves of the fall^ though even its 
meridian splendour could hot gain the third ^ 
of its full depth. When he had looked 
siroutid him for a moment, the girl agam 
piiiled his sleeve, and pointing to the oak 
and the projecting point beyond itj (for 
bearing speech was now out of the ques*^ 
tion,) indicated that there lay his farther 
passage. - 

Morion gazed at her with surprise ; for, 
although he well knew that the persecu* 
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ted Presbyterians had in the preceding 
feigns ' soifgfht ' refuge ' afmong dells and 
thitkets, caves and catara<;ts,— ^in spots 
die mo4t extraordinary and «ecluded'~al- 
thoiigh he had 'heard of the champions of 
the Covenanti who had long abidden bi- 
inde Dobs4tnn on the wild heigfaits of Pel- 
lifioodie, and'othersr who had been conceal- 
ed in the yet more terrific cavern called 
Ch^eehope-Hnn, in the parish of Closeburn^ 
yet his imagination had never exactly 
figured out the horrors of such a resi* 
dence, and he was surprised how the 
strange and romaqtic scene which he now 
saw had remained concealed from him 
while a curious investigator of such natu« 
ral phenomena. But he readily conceived, 
that, lying in a remote and wild district^ 
and being destined a^ a place of conceal- 
ment to the persecuted preachers and pro* 
fessors of non-conformityi the secret of 
its existence was carefully preserved fay 
the few shepherds to whom it might be 
knoWn* 

N2 
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* A8> breaking from these meditations, lie 
began to consider how he should traverse 
the doubtful and terrific brieve, which, 
skirted by the cascade, and rendered wet 
and sli)>pery hy its constant drizzle, tra* 
versed tb^ chasm above sixty feet from 
the bottom of the falti his guide, as if to 
give him courage, tript over and back 
without the least hesitation. Envying for 
a moment the little bare feet ^bich caught 
a 9^fer ho|d of the rugged side of the oak 
than he could- pretend to with his heavy! 
bodits, Morton nevertheless resolved to ^t-, 
tempt the passage, and,^xing his ey^ firm 
on a stationary object on the other side,, 
without allowioghis head to become giddy,, 
or his attention to be distracti^d by the flash,, 
the foam, apd the roar of the waters around, 
him, he strode steadily and safely along 
the uncertain bridge, and reached tbQ, 
mouth of a small cavern on the ^sirtber 
side of the torrent Here he pt^used ; for. 4 
light, proceeding frpm a fire of fed^hot 
charcoal, permitted him tp si^ th^^iAtfin 



jrior of the cav«i and enabled hiin. to wa- 
tcoipl^te the appeai-ance of its Jnhi^bitaa^ 
by. whpm.be, himi«lf c^ul4 not be so readjyiy 
.distingyishfd, .bei|ig,c«Q^eaI^ by tbe(Sh««> 
4ow of ttie rq^h' .What he observed MTould 

pnin^d i^a to proccjed wUhtbe twk wbfeb 
he had Mndertftkeo.. 

^ Burl^y, ptilyaltejed ftaoj what he b^ 
bi^^nforiperly by ^e n^diti^^n of a gr^zly 
b^ardy atood . in tij^ avidst of hi» cave, 
.with bU cl^9|i«d Bit^l^ ia pne^ hi^nt) and:his 
drawn sword in the other.^ ; t^is ,6gure^' 
dimly ruddied by thf^. tight of the Ted char* 
coal, seetiiied th^t of a fiend in the larid 
ftinoi»pbe;re of PandemoniuniTi s^nd bis g^s<f 
tares and words, as f^r as they could bo. 
beard/ seemed equally violent and irregu* 
lar. AU alqnei and in a f^jace of almost 
unappcoacbabje seclusioni his demeanour 
was that of a man who strives for life and 

m 

death with a mortal enemy., . : '; ,- 

" ifa ! ha !— the* e — there T* he exclaim-. 

«d| accompanying each word with a thrusti 
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urged with' his Whole fdte6 agUfnst the itti« 
passible and empty ^ir-^*^ Did I not tell 
tbee to ?^^I have resisted, and thon tieeat 
from mt ! — Coward as thou art'-^-conie m 
all thy' teiirors---conie- with mtee own evil 
deeds/whieh render thee most teririhle of 
lill-^-^there is enbisgh betwixt fhe boat^ds of ' 
this book to rescue me !«— 'What mut^rest 
thou tiif grey hiiti f^-^t was w^ll done to 
ilay him-^be more ripe the com the rear 
dier for the^ickle.-^Art gone ?^-^rt g6h£ ? 
—I have eveiF known thee but a coward**-^ 
ha? hal bar 

ITith these wiid exclamations he sunk 
the point of his sword, and remained 
standing still in the same posture like a 
Inaniac whose fit is over. ■ 

^ The dangerous time is by now," said 
fbe little girl who had followed ; <^ k set* ' 
dom lasts beyond the time that the siin^tf 
ower the hill ; ye may gang in and speak 
wi' him now. HI Wait for you at the other 
side of the linn ; he catina bide to see twa 
f&lk at anes. ^ 
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Stowlf and teutioutftyi and keeping con- 
stantly upon his guard, Morton presented 
himself to the view of bis old associate ia 

commands 

f What ! cpmest thou again n^hen thine 
hbur i6i>ver ?" was his irst exclamation, and 
fl^riihtng bis sword aloft, his countenance 
affi»imed an expression in which ghastly ter- 
ror seemed mii^led with the rage of a dc* 

montaeu 
•« I am come, Mr Balfour/' aaid Morton^ 

in. a steady and composed tone, '' to renew 
an acquaintance which has been broken 
of since the fight of Bothwell Bridge.''* 

As soon* as Barley became aware that 
Morton was before him in person, — ^an idea 
which he caught with marvellous celerity, 
—he at once exerted that mastership oyer 
his heated and enthusiastic imaginatidn, 
the power of enforcing which was a most 
striking part of his extraordinary charac- 
ter. He sunk bis sword point at once, imd 
as he stole it composedly into the scab- 
bard, he muttered somethmg of the damp 
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and chill wbieh sent aii old soldier to his 
fencing exercise, to prevent his Uood frooi 
chilling. This done, he proceeded in theqold 
determined manner which was peculiar to. 
hid ordinary discourse* » 

; '^ Thou hast tarried long, Henry Mpr- 
^ton, and hast not come to the vintage be- 
fore the twelfth hour has struck. Art 
thou yet willing to take the right hand of 
fellowship, and be one with those who look 
:pot to throned or dynasties, -but to the rale 
ofScripture for their directions?'* 
/ ^* I am surprised/- said Morton, evading 
the direct answer to his question^ ^' that 
you should have known me after so. m^ny 
yearsi*^ 

. /* The features of those who ought to 
act with me are engt'aved on my heart,** 
answered Barley ; '' and few but Silas^ 
Morton^s son durst have followed me into 
this my castle pf retreat Seest thou that 
drawbridge of Nature's own cdnstructiol>?^ 
he added, pointing to the prostrate ook*^ 
tree-^<^ otte spiimof my loot^ and it i| 
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overwhelmed in the stbyas below, bidding 
fbenen on the farther side stand at defi- 
ance, and leaving enemies on this at the 
inerc7 of one who never yet met his equAl 
in single fight." 

. '?^. Of such defence!/' said Morton, " I 
ahould h^ve thought yon would now have 

' had little need,'* 

'^ Little need i"* said Burley impatiently, 
<* rWbat little need, when incarnate fiends 
are combined against me on earth, and 
Sathan himself-r^but it matters not/' add- 
ed he, checking himself-^-*/ Enough that I 
like my place of refuge — my cave of Adul- 
Jam, and would not, change its rude ribs of 
limestone rock for the fair chambers of 

>f^e castle of the Earls of Tor wood, with 
their broad bounds and barony. Thouj^ 

.unless the foolish fever-fit be overj^ mayst 

. think difFerently." 

" Jt was of the^e, very possessions I 
eame to spe^k," said Morton, ^' and I doubt 
Apt to find Mr Balfour the same rational 

. ftud i^ectiog person which I knew him 

8 
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to be in timei vfhen iKeal drsunitea brc-^ 
thren.** 

« 'Ay,'* said Barley ; « Iiitlced ?^ Is 
such truly your hope ?— ^urilt thou txptess 
it more plainly V* 

'* In a word then,*^ said Morton, ;*' you 
^ave exercised, by means at which I can 
giiess, a secret, but most prejudicial itiflu- 
•ence over the fortunes of Lady Margaret 
Bellenden and hef grand-daughter, and in 
favours of that 'base, oppiressive apostate, 
Basil Olifant, whom the law, deceived 
by thy operations, has placed in possession 
^of their lawful property.** 

** Sayest thou ?** said Balfour. 

** I do say so,** replied Morton ; ^ and 
£aice to face you will not deny what you 
have vouched by your hand- writing.** 

'^ And suppose Ideny it not?"* said Bal- 
four, ^' and suppose that thy eloquence 
were found equal to persuade me to re« 
trace the steps I have taken on m^tured^ 
resolve, what will be thy meed ? DtKflit 
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tixon still hope to possess the fair-haired 
girl with her wide and rich inheritance P* 

** I Jutve no such hope/' answered Mor« 
^n calmly. 

'^ And for whom then hast thou ventu- 
red to do this great thing, to seek to rend 
the prey from, the valiant, to bring forth 
food from the den of the Hon, and to ex« 
tract sweetness from the maw of the de« 
vourer ?— For whose sake hast thou under* 
takjen to read this riddle, more hard than 
Sampson's ?" 

^* For Lord Evandale^s and that of his 
bride," replied Morton firmly* "Tliink 
better of mankind, Mr Balfour, and believe 
there are some who are willing to sacrifioe 
their happmess to^that of others." . 

^^Then, as my soul liveth,'' replied Bal* 
four, ^* thou art, .to wear beard, and back a 
horse, and draw a sword, the tamest and 
most galless puppet that ever sustained 
injury unavenged. What! thou wouldst 
help that accursed £vandale to the arms of 
the woman that thou lovest ? — thou wouldst 
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tndaw them with wealth and 'with heri' 
tages, and .thou thinkst that there lives aii<^ 
other man oflfend'ed even more deeply than 
thou, yet equally cold-livered and 'mean- 
spiritedi crawling upon the face of the 
earth> and haat dared to suppose that one 
other to be John Balfour?'* * 

-"For my own feelings/* said Morton 
composeoly^ *' I am answerable to none 
but Heaven^ — ^To you, Mr Balfour,-! should 
suppose it of little consequence whether 
Basil Olifant or Lord Evandale possess 
these ^states.*^ 

*' Thou art deceived,'' said Burley ; *** both 
are indeed in outer darkness, and strangers 
to the light, as he whose eyes have never 
been opened to the day« But this Basil 
Olifatat IS a Nabal -^ a Demas *^ a base 
churl, 'whose wealth and power are ist the 
disposal of him who can threaten to de^* 
prive him of them. He became a profess- 
or because he was deprived of these lands 
of Tillietudlem — he turned a papist to ob- 
tain ppssessipn Of them~he called himself 



an Erastian.tb^it :he *might n)>t ^again lose 
ihem, and be will become wbat I list while 
X have in my power tbe (Jocqinf lit that 
inay deprive him of them^'-rThese lands 
ace a bitt between his jaw$ and ahook in his 
nostrUsi and the rein and the line are fin 
my hands to guide them ais I thiojk meet; 
and bis they shall therefore be^ unless I 
had assurance of bestowing them on a 
sure and sincere friend. But Lord £van<* 
dale 19 a malignant of heart, like ' flinty 
jand brow like adamant; the goods of the 
world fall on hiln like' leaver ou the frost-* 
bound earth, and unmoved he Will see 
them whirled off by the first wind. The 
heathen virtues of such as he are more 
dangerous to us than the sordid cupidity 
of those> who, governed by their interest^ 
must follow where it leads, and who. 
therefore, themselves the slaves of ava* 
jipe, may be compelled to worl^ in th^ 
viQeyard, weri^ it bi(t to earn the W9ges 
^f sin/' _ : 

^^ This might have been all well some 
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years since/' replied Morton ; ^* ztkd I 
could understand your argument, altbougk 
I could never acquiesce in its justice* JBitt 
at this crisis it seems useless to jou to pei^ 
severe in keeping up an influence vbicli 
can no longer be directed to an ^useful 
purpose* The land has peace, liberty, and 
freedom of conscience^^and ^wfaat would 
joumore?" * 

'^ Mofe r exclaimed Burley, again nu- 
sfaeatbing his sword with a vivacity wbicll 
nearly made Morton start ; ** look at the 
notches upon that. weapon; they are three 
nmumber, are they not ?^ 

^* It seems so/' answered Morton ; '^ but 
what of that ?•' 

"The fragment of steel that parted 
iirotn this first gap, rested on the skull of 
the perjured traitor who first introduced 
Episcopacy* into Scotland ;^his second 
notch was made in the rib-bone of an im- 
jpious villain, the boldest Vnd best soldier 
that upheld the prelatic cause at Drum^- 
«log ;-^his third was broken on the steel 
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})ead«f>iece of the captain who defended 
i\» Chapel of Holyrood when the peoplj^ 
4P08e at the Revolution. I cleft him to the 
teseth through steel and bone. It has donp 
great deeds this little weapon^ and each 
of these blows was a deliverance to the 
tehttich* This sword/' he said) again sheatli- 
ing tt, *\ has yet more to do'^to weed out 
this base and pestilential heresy of E^rastif- 
anism — to vindicate the true liberty of the 
Kirk in her purity— ^to restore the Covcj- 
nant in its glory,— *then let it moulder an4 
]mst beside the bones of its master,** 

^* You have neither men nor meani;, Mr 
Balfour^ to disturb the governpient as n^w 
settled/' argued Morton $ *' the people 
are in general satisfied, excepting, only th^ 
gentlemen of the Jacobite interest ; and 
surely you would not join with those wh,Q 
would only use you for their own purpo* 
scs." 

.« It is they,*^ answered Burley, '* that ' 
should serve ours* I «rent to the canp of 
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the malignant Clavci^sfe, ad the future 
'King of Israel sought the land of the Phi^ 
listines; I arranged with him arising, and, 
but for the villain Evandale, the Erastians 
ere now had been driven from the west-*' 
I could slay him/' he added, with a vindio 
tive scowl,' .** were he grasping the horns of 
the altar !'* He then proceeded in a calm- 
er tone. " If thou, soti of mine ancient 
comrade, wert suitor for thyself to this 
Edith Bellendet), and wert willing to put 
thy hand to the great WWk with' steal ecjual 
to thy courage, think not I would prefer 
the friendship of Basil Olifaht to thine; 
thou shouldst then have the means ithat 
thi$ document (he produced a parchment) 
affords, to place her in possession of the 
lands of her fathers. This hate I longed to 
say to thee ever since I saw thee fight the 
good fight so strongly' at the fatal Bridge. 
The maiden loved thee, and thou hen"^ ' 
MoVton replied firmly, ^'^ I wil^not dis- 
Benible with yoU) Mr Balfouf> even to gain-. 
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it good end* I came in hopes to perduadd 
you to do a deed of justice to others, not 
to gain any selfish end of my own. . I have 
failed — I grieve for your sake, more than 
fbr the loss which others will sustain hy 
yourinjustice,'* 

•--"You refuse, my proffer thenP* said 
Burley, with kindling eyes. 

"I do/' said Morton; «* would you be 
really, as you are desirous to be thought, a 
man of honour.and conscietice, you would, 
regardless of all other considerations, re* 
store that parchment to Lord Evandale, to 
be used for the advantage of the lawful 
heir;" . . 

*^ Sooner shalljt perish/' said Balfour; ' 
and,' casting the deed into the heap of red 
charcoal beside him, pressed it down with 
the heel of his boot. 

While it smoked, shrivelled, and crack* 
Jed in the flames, Morton sprung forward 
to snatch '^ and Barley catching hold of 
him^ a struggle ensued. Both were strong 
men, but although Morton was mucth the 
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more active and younger of the two,, yek 
Balfour wa^ the most powerful, and effec« 
tually prevented him from rescuing the 
deed iintU it was fairly reduced to a cta« 
der. Th^y then quitted hold of ea^h other^ 
and the enthusiast, rendered fiercer by the 
contest, glftf ed on Morton with an eye ex- 
pressive of frantic revenge- 

'^ Thou hast my secret; thou must be 
mine, or die T 

^^ I contemn your threats,^ said Morton; 
'* I pity you, and leave you.** 

But, as. he turned to retire, Burley stept 
before him^ pushed the oak trunk from 
its resting place, and as it fell thundering 
and crashing into the abyss beneath, drew 
his sword, and exclaimed, with a voice 
ftiat rivalled the roar of the cataract and 
the thunder of the falling oak, — ^' Now 
ijjou art at bay! — fight-^yield, or die!*' 
^nd standing in- the mouth of the cavernt 
hf flourished his naked sword.^ 

*' I will not fight with the man thatpie- 
served my father's life," said Mprton,— " I 
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have not ^et learned to My the wordi^ I 
yield ; and my life I will rescue as I heat 



J can.^ 



So speakingy.aiid ere Balfour waBiawiaie 

>of fab pui^pse, :he sprung ,past him, Aud 

•exerting that youthful agility of whieh.he 

possessed aiiunoommon shar^ leaped clear 

across the fearful chasm which^divided the 

)e mouth of the cave from the projecting 

rock on the opposite side, and «tood there 

li aafe and free from bis incensed enemy. 

He immediately ascended the ravine^ audi 

pt as he turnedi saw Burley stand for an in* 

atant. aghast with astonishment^ and theii» 

)g with the frenzy of disappointed rage, ru3h 

;W into the interior of bis cavern* 

a It was not difficult for him Jto perceive 

id ,.that this unhappy man's mind had been jip 

iW long agitated by, desperate schemes and 

f sudden disappointmen^ts, that it had. lost 

n, its equipoise, and that there was now ip 

his conductiiahade of lunacy, not the less 

p striking from the ^sigour and craft wjth 

I J which iie pursued his wild ctesigiMi Mor« 

VOL, IV. o 
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ton soon joined his guide/ who had been 
terrified by the fall of the oak. This be 
represented as accidental ; and she ^sured 
hitn in return, tJiat the inhabitant of the 
cave would experience no inconvenience 
from it, being always provided with mate* 
rials to construct another bridge. 

The adventures of the morning were not 
yet ended. As they approached ih^ hut, 
the little girl made an exclamation of sur* 
prise at seeing her grandmother groping 
her way towards them, at a greater dis- 
tance from her home than she could have 
been supposed capable of travelling. 

** O, sir, sir !" said the old woman, 
when she heard them approach, ^^ gin e'er 
ye loved Lord Evandale, help now or ne- 
ver! — God be praised that left my hearing 
when he took toy poor eye-sight — Come 
this way— this way — And O ! tread lightly^ 
^^SSYf hinny, gang saddle the gentlemaii's 
horse, and lead him cannXy ahint the 
"thorny shaw, and bide him there/' 

She conducted him to a small window. 
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through which> hhnself unobserved, he 
could s^e two dragoons seated at their 
morning draught of ale, and conversing 
earnestly together. 

** The more I think of it," said the one, 
** the less I like it, Inglis ; Ev^ndale was 
a good officer, and the soldier's friend; 
and though we were punished for the mu^ 
tiny at Tillietudlem, yet, by ■ ■ -, Frank, 
you roust own we deserved it" 

" D n seize me, if I forgive him for 

it though," replied the other; ** and I 
think I can sit in his. skirts now.V 

" Why, man, you should forget and for*» 
giye — Better take the start with him along 
with the rest, and^ join the ranting High- 
lauders* We have ail eat King James's 
bread." 

^* Thou art an ass ; the start, as you call 
it, will never happen ; the day's put off. 
Halliday's seen a ghost, or Miss Bellen-. 
den's fallen sick of the pip, or some blast- 
ed nonsense or another; the thing will 
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never Iceep two days longer, and the first 
that sings tmt will ;get the reward.^* 

^' That's true, too,'' answered his com- 
rade; ** and will this fellaw'-^this iBasU 
.Qltfant, pay handsomely ?* 

^^ Like .a prince, man; Evs^ndale is the 
nan on ^earth whom he ha|;ea i^orst,; an/^ 
he fears him beside about some law busi- 
nessy and were he once rubbed out of the 
way, all, he .thinkii will be his own." 

'^ But shall we have warrauta and force 
enough ? Few people here will stir a^inst 
my Lord| and we may find him with ^some 
of our own fellows at his baok^" 

*^ ThouVt a cowardly fool, Dick^'* re- 
turned Inglis ; "he is living quietly dokWja 
ai Fairyrknowe to avoid .ftuspicioQ. OH* 
fant is a magistrate, and will have 8Qme*pf 
his own people that ho can trust along 
with him* There are us two, and thcJaii^ 
cs^s he can get a desperate fighting wbi^ 
fellow, called Quintin Mackell^ that has 
an old gcudge at ERrandak.*' 

4 
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** Well, well, you are my officer, you 
know, and if any thing is wrong* ' 

'' ni take the blame,'; said Inglis. 
^* Come, another pot of ale, and let us to 
Tillietudlem.— Hert, blind Bess ! where the 
devii has the old hag>crept to ?" 

'^ Delay them as long as you can," whis- 
pered Morton, as he thrust his purse inta 
the hostess's hand, '^ all depends on gain-*, 
ing time." 

Theii^ walking swiftly to the place where 
the girl held his horse ready, ^ To Faity* 
ktiowe?-^no; alone I could not protect 
them.— I must instantly to Glasgow. Wit- 
tenbdd, the commandant there, will ren* 
dily gii^e me the support^ of a troop, and 
procure me the countenance of the civil 
power. I must drop a caution as I pass. 
Come, Moorkopf,'* he said^ addressing his^ 
liotse as he mounted him,— r^' this day must 
try your breath and speed." 
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CHAPTER XV* 

Yet could he not his dosing eyes withdrew, 
.Though less and less of Emily' he saw; 
So, speechless for a little space he lay. 
Then grasp'd the hand he held, and sigh'd his soul away. 

PalamoH and Ardte. 

The indisposition of Edith confined her 
to bed during the eventful day on which 
she bad received such an unexpected shock; 
from the sudden apparition of Morton. 
Next morning, however, she was reported 
to be so much better, that Lord Evandale 
resumed his purpose of leaving Fairy«> 
koowe. At a late hour in the forenoon^ 
Lady Emily entered the apartment of 
Edith with a peguliar gravity of manner.'' 
Having received and paid the compliments 
of the day, she observed it would be a sad, 
one for her, though it wduld relieve Miss 
Bellenden of an incumbrance—^"'* My bro- 
ther leaves us to-day^ Miss Bellenden." 
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• *^ Leaves usT exclaimed Edith in sur- 
prise ; ** for his own house, 1 trust in Hea- 
ven r 

"I have reason to think he meditates a 
more distant journey ; he has little to der- 
tain him in this country/* 

" Good Heaven !'* exclaimed Edith,^ 
" why was I born to become the wreck of 
all that is manly and noble ? What can be 
done to stop him from running headlong 
Oft ruin ? I will come down instantly — Say 
that I impl,ore he will not depart until I 
speak with him*" 

** It will be in vain, Miss Bellenden; 
but I will execute your commission ;" and 
she left the roon:) a» formally as she had 
entered it, and informed her brother, Miss 
Bellenden was so much recovered as to 
po'opose coming down stairs ere he went 
>way. 

/ fM suppose/' she added pettishly^ ** the 
prospect of being speedily released froni 
Qur company has wrought a cure on her 
shattered nerves*" 
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''' Sister,'' said Lord £ wddale,^ '' y ou are 
uBJusty if ftot envious." 

** Unjust I may be, Evandale, but I 
should not have dreamt,'* glancing her 
eye at a mirror, ^' of being thought envi« 
ous without better cause— But let us go 
to the old lady ; she is making a feast in 
the other room, which might have dined 
all your troo{> when you had one*" 

Lord £\^andale accompanied her in si* 
lence^ to' the* parlour, for he knew it was in 
vain to contend with her prepossessions 
and offended pride. They found the table 
covered with refreshments arranged under 
the careful inspection of Lady Margaret. 

^^' Ye could hardly weel be said to break- 
fast this morning, my Lord Evandale, and 
yemaun^ e-en. partake of a small collation : 
before ye ride, such as this poor house^ 
whose inmates are so much indebted to 
you, cant provide' in their present circum- 
stances* For my ain part, I like to see 
young folks, t^kei some refection before 
they ride out upon theit* sports or their 
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affairsi and I s&id as much to bit most Sa- 
csed Majesty when he breakfasted at Til- 
Uetudiem in the year of grade sixteen hi!tn- ' 
dned and fifty-one^ and his most Sacred 
Majesty was pleased to reply, drinking to 
my health at the same time in a flagon of 
lihenish win^ * Lady Margaret^ ye speak 
like a Highland oracle/ These were his- 
Majesty's very words ; so that your Lord- 
ship may judge whether I have not g(md' 
authority to press young folk to partake- 
of their vivers/' 

It may be well supposed that much of' 
the good lady's speech failed Lord £van« 
dale^s earsy^ M'hich were tbeh employed in 
listening for the light step of Edith. His- 
absence of mind on this occasion, however . 
natural, cost him very deaf. While Lady 
Margaret was playing the kind hostess^ a^ 
part she delighted and excelled in, she was^^ 
interrupted by John GudyiU, who, inth^^ 
usual phrase fpr announcing an inferior to 
the mistress of a family > said ^^ Ther^ was- 
ane wanting to speak to lier Ledd^sliip/' 
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. " Ane ! what jCne? Has he nae name? . 
Ye speak as if I kept a shop, amd was to 
come at every body's whistle.** 

" Yes, he has a name/' answered John, 
but your Leddyship likes ill to fiear't," 

•' What is it, you fool ?'* 

" It's Calf-Gibbie, my Leddy,** said 
John, in a tone rather above the pitch of 
decorous respect, on which he occasionally 
trespassed, confiding in his merit as an 
ancient servant of. the family, and a faith* 
ful follower of their humble fortunes— 
" It*s Calf-Gibbie, an' your Leddyship will 
liae't, that keeps Edie Henshaw's kye 
down yonder at the Brigg-end— that's him 
that was Guse-Gibbie at Tillietudlem, and 
gaed to the wappinshaw, and that"^ 

^* Hold your peace, John ; you are very 
insolent to think I wad speak wi' a person . 
like that. Let him tell his business to you 
or Mrs Headrigg." 

" He'll no hear o' that, my Leddy ; he. 
says, them that sent him bade him gi*e the 
thing toy OUT Leddy ship's zm hand direct, 
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or to Lord Evandale's, he wots na whilk* 
But, to say the truth, he's far frae fresh^ 
and he's but an idiot an* he were«" 

*' Then turn him out/' said Lady Mar- 
garet, ',' and tell him to come back to-mor* 
ro\ir when he is sober. I suppose he comes 
to crave some benevolence, as an ancient 
follower o* the house. ** 

" Like eneugh, my Leddy, for he's a' in 
rags, poor creature." 

. Gudyill made another attempt to get at 
Gibbie's commission, which was indeed of 
the last importance,' being a few lines from 
Morton to Lord Evandale, acquainting him 
with the danger in which he stood from 
the practices of Olifant, and exhorting him 
either to instant flighty or else to come to 
Glasgow and surrender himself, where he 
could assure him of protection* This bil- 
let, hastily written, he entrusted to Gibbie, 
whom he saw feeding his herd beside the 
bridge, and backed with a couple of dollars 
his desire that it might instantly be deliver- 
ed into the band to which it was addressed^ 
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But it was decreed tfast GROpse^Gibbie's 
iBtertnedtfttioDy whether as aaietnissasry or 
as a inan*at«-artns,. should ibe unfbftutiate to 
the family of Tiliietudlem. He unluckily 
tarried so long at the ate'-house, to pnvre 
if bis employer's oom was good, that^ when 
he appMred at Eairy^ktrowe^ the little sense i 
which nature had givea him was«efiecta*> 
ally drowned in ale and brandy, and^nstead 
of asking for Lord Evanckle, hedemanded ; 
t6 speak with Lady Margaret, whose loame 
was more < fi^iliar to bis ear. Being refu« 
sed admittance to her preseiveei he stagi^ * 
gered away with the letter uodeliirered; 
perversely faithful t» Morton's last mctione' 
in the only point in wbiclf it^ would^bave 
been well bad be departed from-^tbetnw- 

A few minutes after he wm gdnefia&th 
entered the apartment. Lord Evandale 
and she met with imitaal embarrassment; 
which Lad^ Margaret, wba only- knewvin . 
general that tfaeir^ union had beeoi post*^ • 
poned by hex grand-daughter's indi^posi** < 
tioni set down to the basbfolness of a bride 
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and brid^grooDii and, to place them at ease, 
began to talk to Lady Etnily on indifferent* 
topics. At this jnosnent'Edithj with a conn- 
teaanceas pale^as deatli,. muttered^ rather- 
than whispered^ to Lord Evandalea request 
to speak with him. He offered- his acm^ 
and supported' her into the small anti'^room, ^ 
whichi as wa haw noticed before, opened- 
from the parlour.' He placed her An a chair, 
and, taking;cme himself,^waited the openf 
ing of the conversation. 

*' I am distressed^ my Lord/' Mrere the 
first words she was able to articulate, and 
those with difficulty ; ^* I scarce know 
what J[' would say, nor how to speak it/' 

^' If I have any share in occasioning - 
your uneasiness," said LordEvandale mild- 
lyt *^ you will soon, Editb, be released 
from it.*' 

** You are determined thm, my I^ord, to 
run this desperate course with desperate 
men, in spite of your own better reason- 
in spite of your friends' eu treaties*— in 
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spite of the almost inevitable ruin which 
yawns before you r»» 

** Forgive me, Miss Bellenden ; even 
your solicitude on my account must not 
detain me when my honour calls* My 
horses stand ready saddled, my servants 
are prepared, the signal for rising will be 
given so soon as I reach Kilsy the— If it is 
my fate that calls me, I will npt shun meet* 
ing it It will be something,** he said, ta- 
lcing her hand, " to die deserving your 
compassion, since I cannot gain your love.^ 

" O, my lord, remain,** said Edith, in a 
tone which went to his heart ; " time may 
ej^plain the strange circumstance which 
has shocked me so much; my agitated 
nerves may recover their tranquillity. O 
do not rush on death and ruin \ remain to. 
be our prop and stay, and hope every thing 
froin time !** 

*' It is too late, Edith ; and I were most 
ungenerous could I practise on the warmth 
and kindliness of your feelings towards 
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ipe — I kuow you cannot love me ; nervous 
distress, so strong as to conjure up the ap- 
pearance of the dead or absent, indicates 
a predilection too powerful to give way to 
friendship and gratitude alone. But were 
it otherwise, the dye is now cast.** 
. As he spoke thus, Cuddie burst into the 
joonii terror and haste in his countenance* 
" O, my Lord, hide yoursel ! they hae be- 
set the outlets o* the house/' was his first 
exclamation. 

" They ? Who r" said Lord Evandale. 

** A party of horse, headed by Basil Oli- 
fant," answered Cuddie. 
- *V0, hide yourself, my Lord!** echoed 
Edith, in an agony of terror. 

" I will not, by Heaven !" answered 
Lord Evandale. " What right has the vil- 
Uia to assail me or stop my passage ? I 
will make my way were h^ backed i^y a 
regimeAt ; tell {ialliday and Hunter to get 
out the horses— And now farewell, Edith." 
He clasped her in his arms, and kissed lier 
tenderly; then, bursting from his sister. 
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who, with Lady Margarets enfdeavoU red ta 
detain him^ rushed out and moimfed hia 
horse. 

All was inconfusion«~the women shriel> 
ed and rushed in consternation to the front 
windows of the house, from which thejr 
could see a small party of horsemen/ of 
whom two only seemed* soldiers. They 
were on the open ground before Cuddie^s 
cottage, at the bottom of the descent froni 
the house, and shewed caution in approach* 
ing it, as if uncertain of the strength with* 

4 

in. 

*^ He may escape, he may escape>^ said 
Edith; ** 0, would he but take the bye- 
road ':* 

But Lord Evandale, determined to face 
a danger which his^'high spirit under v^lu-^ 
ed, commanded his servants to follow him^ 
and ^ode compo^^dly down the avenue* 
Old Gudyill ran to arm himself, ani4 Gud« 
die snatched down a gun which was kept 
for the protection of the house, and, al- 
though on foot, followed Lord £vandal«^ 
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It was in vain his wife^.who had hurried up 
on the alarm^ hung by his skirts^ threaten- 
ing hin) with death by the sword or h«[Uer 
for meddling wi' other folk^s matters. 

" Haud your peace, ye b- -,** said Cud- 
die, '* and that's braid Scotch, or I wot na^ 
what is ; is it other folk's matters to see 
Lord Evandale murdered before my face ?'* 
^ and down the avenue he marched. But 
considering on the way that he composed 
the whole infantry, as John Gudyill had* 
not appeared, he took his vantage ground 
behind the hedge, hammered his flinty 
cocked bis piece, and, taking a- long aim 
at Laird Basil, as he was called^ stood 
prompt for action. 

As soon as Lord Evandale appeared, 
Olifant^s party spread themselves a little, 
as if preparing to enclose him. Their lead* 
er stood fast, supported by three men, two 
of whom were dragoons, the third in dress 
and appearance a countryman, all well 
armed. But the strong figure, stern fea« 
tures, and resolved manner of the third 
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attendant^ made bim seem the most formi- 
dable of the party ; and whoever had be- 
fore seen him eould have no difficulty in 
recognizing Balfour of Bnrley. 
• " Follow me,'' said Lord Evandale to his 
servants, " and if we are forcibly opposedi 
do as I do/* He advanced at a hand gal« 
lop towards Olifant, and was in the act'of 
demanding why he had thus beset the 
road, when Olifant called out, ^^ Shoot tht 
traitor !*' and the whole four fired their ca- 
rabines upon the unfortunate nobleman. 
He reeled in the saddle, advanced his hand 
to the holster^ and drew a pistol, but, un* 
able to discharge it, fell from his horse 
mortally wounded. His servants had pre* 
sented their carabines. Hunter fired at 
random, but Halliday, who was an intre- 
pid fellow, took aim at Inglis, and shot 
liim dead on the spot At the same in* 
stant a shot, from behind the hedge, still 
more effectually avenged Lord Evandale, 
for the balls took place in the very midst 
of Basil Olifant's forehead, and stretched 
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h^im Itlelees ofi tho ground. His follower^i 
utoniafaed at the execution done in 80> 
short a Umei seemed rather disposed to 
stand inactive, when Burley, whose blood 
w^s up with the contest, exclaimedi 
'^ Down with.tbe Midianites f'.and attack* 
ed Halliday sword in band* At. this in-, 
stant the clatter of horses' hoofs was heard> 
and a pa^ty o£ horse, rapidly advancing on 
the road from Glasgow, appeared on the 
fatol field. They wer^i foreign dragoons, 
led by the Dutch commandant, .Witten- 
bold, accompanied by Morton and a civil 
magistrate. 

• A hasty call to surrender, in the name 
of Go(l and King William, waa obeyed by 
all except fiurley, who turned his horse. 
au4 attempted to escape. Several soldiers 
pursued him by command of their offi- 
cer* but being well mounted, only the two 
headmost seemed likely to gain on bim» 
He turned deliberately twicey and dis* 
charging first one of his pistols, and then 
Urn other, rid himself of the one pursuer, 
by mortally wounding him, and of the 
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Other by shooting hU horse, and thencott*^ 
tiaued htstflightto^ Both well Btidge> where,, 
for hit'misfortun^yhe fbuad the gates shut 
and guarded. Turning from thence, be 
made for a place where the rirer seemed 
passable, and plunged into the stream, the 
bullets from the pistols and carabines of his 
pursuers whizzing around him. Two balla 
took place whe& he was past t^e middle of 
the stream, and he felt himself danger- 
ously wounded; He reiti^d his hor^e 
round in tiie midst of the liver, and k** 
tbmed towards the b$nk he had left; wa^* 
ving his hand, as if with the purpose of in« 
timating that he surrendered. The trbop* 
ers ceased firing at him accoidinglyi and 
awaited his returoi two of: them riding 
a. little way into the river to seize and 
disarm him. But it presently appeared 
that his purpose was revenge^ not safety; 
As^he approached the two soldiers^ he col* 
lected his remaining streiigtb, ami dtsc^ati^ 
ged a blow on the head of one, which turn* 
bled him from His horse. The other dra« 



go(»09 » fitrong muacular im&n, h^ in the 
sneasiwJbfile Utd; hands on hijp. . Byrlie^i :in 
jequital, (grasped his thfoati as. a 'dying .ti- 
ger seizes his prey, and bath .losing rfih^ 
saddle in. the f truggle, came b^tong : into 
the river;: and werejswept daMn.'therstteatti* 
Their course might beiracied.by th^rhloofl 
which 'bobbiltd up .to Ihe ^a^nt face. Ttbey 
were twice seen ^to tfifi.ei the .Qut^chmaa 
sifiviog to avwiin» iand BwAty clinging tp 
him ill u manner that showed his ^e^ire 
that both should jperi^h. Their c.^rptei 
were taken ont.abo«it a quarter pf a mijie 
down the river. As Balfour's j;;rasj> could 
not have been unclenched without cutting 
AfF his handS; both were thrown into a has- 
ty grave, still marked by a rude stone, and 
a ruder epitaph.* 

* Geotle reader, I did request of miiie honest friend, 
Peter Prbudfoot, travelling merchant, known to many 
of this land for his faithful and just dealings, as well in 
muslins and cambrics as in small wares, to procure me, 
on his" ndxt peregrinations to that vicinage, a copy of 
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While the soul of this stern enthnsiast 
flitted to its account, that of the brave and 
generous Lord Evandale was also released. 
Morton had flung himself from his horse 
upon perceiving his situation, to render 
his dying friend all the aid in hi^ power. 
He knew him, for he pressed his hand, and, 
being unable to speak, tntinei»ted by signs 
his wish to be cofiveyed to the house. 
This was don^w^^h aU.tbdK;arf possi^e, 
and lie; was soon surrounded ^Hy^i^ l&* 
menting friends. But the clamorous grief 
of Lady Emily was far exceeded in inten- 



the Epitaphion alluded to. And, according to his re* 
port, which I see no ground to discredit, it runnetk 
thus: 

Here lyes ane saint to prelates surljri 
Being John Balfour, sometime of Burley, 
Who stirred up to vengeance take, ' 
For Solemn League and Covenant's sake. 
Upon the Magus-Moor, in Fife, 
Did tak James Sharpe the apostate's life; 
By Dutchman's hands was hScked and shot^ 
Then drowned in Clyde near this saam sp#t. 
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sity by the silent agony of £ditb« Uncon^ 
ftcious even of the presence of Mortooi she 
bung over the dying man; nor was she 
aware that fate, who was removing one 
faithful lover, had restored another as if 
from the grave, until Lord Evandale, ta- 
king their haiids in his, pressed them both 
affectionately, united them together, rai- 
sed his face, as if tO'pray for a blessing on 
them, and sunk back and expired in the 
next moment* 
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CONCLUSIONi 



I HAD determined to waive the task of 
^ concluding chapter^ leavipg to the read- 
er's imagination the arrangements which 
must necessarily take place after Lord 
£vandale*s death. But as I was aware 
that precedents are wanting for a practice 
which might be found convenient, both to * 
readers and compilers, I confess myself to 
have been in a considerable dilemma, when 
fortunately I was honoured with an invita- 
tion to drink tea with Miss Martha Busk* 
body, a young lady who has carried on the 
profession of mantua- making at Gander- 
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cleugb, and in the neighbourhoodi with 
great success, for about forty years*— 
Knowing her taste for narratives of this 
description, I requested her to look over 
the loose sheets the morning before I wait* 
ed on her, and enlighten me by the ex« 
perience which she must have acquired in 
reading through the whole stock of three 
circulating libraries iux Gand^rcleugh and 
the two next market-towns. When, with 
a palpitating hearty I appeared before her 
in the evening, I found her much disposed 
to be complimentary. 

'^ I have not been more aifected,'' said 
shCf wiping the glasses of her spectacles^ 
" by any novel, excepting the Tale of Jem- 
my and Jenny Jessamy^ which is indeed 
pathos itself; but your plan of omitting a 
formal conclusion will never do. You 
may be as harrowing to our nerves as you 
will in the course of your story, but, unless 
you had the genius of the author of Julia 
de Roubign^, never let the end be altoge^ 

VOL. IV. :t 
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$UD3hiDe in the laat cbapter ;.it ift.qttit» m« 
sjcirtiaUV .,. ., 

'^ Nothing would be morf easy <ar «i^ 
nmdam, tbau -to comply mtb your lajuiia^ 
tiQQs i for, m trutbi tbi9 parlfes in wbott 
you bavi^ bad tbe goodness to be inteies^ 
edj did Uve long* and b^ppily, and bf^cM; 
sons and dfiugbters*'' 

^' It ig iffinecenMryi 9ir,^ »be aaid, with a 
slight nod of reprimaid, *^ to be p«rticulaf 
con^roiag tbek ftu^tFimopisd iiom^fMiT^ 
But what is your objectUm t^ ij9t uf ^havey 
in a general way^ a glinp^pf tbii;^^ future 
felicity?'* 

" }l:eaUy9 rnadarn^ you mn^ be awene, 
tb^t eve|:y volume of a narrative tui:»a lew 
and leii interesting a^ tbe author draw3 to 
a conclusion, just like your tea, wbici^ 
tbougb e:s^(:ejyient byson, is necefyiafUy 
we^lcer aud^ niore insipid in the I^st oipi, 
Nou^i ^ I tbiuk tbe one is by no iiic«»is.iin*» 
proved bj> tbe Impious lufup of half-*dls^l«> 
ved sugar usually £pund at the bpttqw/of 

10 
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Iti M 1 tMcik a:1ii»tofy, grawiBg already va- 
pidy is bttt dolty <»rutched np by a detail of 
circumstancea which every reader must 
ba^re anticipatedi even tbcwgh the author 
exhaust on them every flowery epithet in 
the language.'' 

^ TJms will not dOf Mr Pattieson/' contt- 
nued ^ lady ; ^^ you bave^ as I may say, 
basted up your Jirst story very hastily and 
clumsily at 4he conclusion; and^ in my 
trade, I would have cuffed the youngest 
apprentice who had put such a horrid and 
bungled spot of work out of her band. — 
And if youdo not redeem this gross error by 
telling us all about the marriage of Morton 
and fidfthy and what became of the other 
personages of the ifttofy, from Lady Marga* 
f et down to Goose*Oibbiei I apprize yoU) 
ttet you will not be held to have accom- 
plififhed yt)ur task handsomely." 

*^ Well^ madam/* I repliedi ^* roy mate 
mis are scram ple» that I think lean satia'- 
fyyioar curioeity, unless it descend to very 
iniaute circumstances indeed^'' 
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^^ Firsts theBi** said she, ''for that is 
most esseiitial,-<-*Did Lady Margaret get 
back her fortune and her castle ?'* 

" Sl^e did^ madain^ and in the easiest 
way imaginable^ as heir, namely^ to her 
worthy cousin^ Basil OlifaQty who died 
without a will ; and thus, by his death, not 
only restored, but even augmented, the 
fortune of her, whom, during his life, he 
bad pursued with the most inveterate ma- 
lice. John Gudyill, reinstated in his dig- 
Siity, was more imjportant than ever ; and 
Cuddle, with rapturous delight, entered up« 
on the cultivationof the mains of Tillietu* 
diem,, ^nd the occupation of his original 
cottage. But, with the shrewd caution of 
his character, he was never heard to boast of 
having fired the lucky shot which repos* 
sessed his lady and himself in their original 
habitations. ^ After a*,' he said to Jenny, 
who was his only confidante, ' he was my 
Ledd/s cousin, and a grand gentleman; 
and though he was acting again the law^ 
as I understand, for he ne'er shewed ony 
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warnm4^ or required Lord ETandale to sur<^ 
render, and though I niind kiltii:^ bim nae 
mtir than I wad do a nmir«€ock^ yet it is 
as wcel to keep acaUn sough about it' He 
Wb only did so^ but iogt niously enough 
eountenanced a report that old Gudyill 
had done the deed, which was worth many 
a gill of brantidy ta him from the old but* 
ler, who, far different in disposition frod^ 
Ctfiddie, was much moreinclined to exagge- 
rate than auffpress his exploits of manhood* 
The blind widow was provided for in the 
most comfortable manner, as well as the 
lofttle guide to the Linn ; and* "; 

** But what is. all this to the marriage-r 
the marriage of the principal personages r** 
interrupted Miss Buskbody, impatiently 
tapping her snuff-box. 

^* The marriage of Morton and Mias Bel« 
lenden was delayed for several months, as 
both went into deep mourning on account 
of Lord Evandale's death. They were then 
wedded."^ 

^' J hope, not without Lady Margaret's 

P2 
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consent, sir? I love books which teach « 
proper deference.ia young persons to their 
parents. ~ In a novel they may fall iq love 
without their countenance^ because it ia 
essential to the necessary intiicacy of tha 
story^ but they must alvays.faave the .b«*^^ 
nefit of their countenaace at last* Evea 
old Delville received Cecilia, though the 
daughter of a man of low birth/* 

'^ And eyea so,, madam, Lady Macgawt 
was prevailed on to countenance Morton, al« 
tbcfughthe^^ld Covenanter, his father,stttck 
sorely • with her for some time* Edith wai 
her only hope, and she wished to see ha 
happy ; Morton, or Melville Morton, as- 
he was more generally called, stood so 
high in the reputation of the world,, "amd 
was in every other respect such'sm eltgi?- 
ble^ match, tbat she put her prejadicf 
aside, and consoled herself with thereoo|>> 
lection, that marriage went by deiM^iny, as 
wc^'observed to her, she said, by his most 
Sacred Majesty, Charles the S^eoAd of 
happy memory, when she shewed him the 
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portrait of her grandfather Fergua, third 
Earl of Tor\rood» the handsomest man of 
hb time, and that of Countess. Jane, his 
second lady, who h^d a hump-back and 
only one eye. This was his Majesty's ob« 
servation^ she said^ on one remarkable 
morning when he deigned to take his dis'' 

'* Nay," said Miss Buskbody» agaiq in- 
tefraptifig me, ^* if she bring such autho- 
rity to countenance her acquiescing in a 
susaUiance, there was no more to be said,— 
And what became of old Mrs What's her 
name, the housekeeper ?^ 

'^ Mrs Wilson, madam,'* answered I ; 
M she was perhaps the happiest of the 
party ; for once a year, and not oftener. 
Sir and Mrs Melville Morton dined in the 
great wainscotted-chamber in solemn state^ 
the hangings being all displayed, the car* 
pet laid down, and the huge brass-candle* 
sticks set on the table» stuck round with 
leaves of laurel. The preparing the room 
for this yearly festival employed her mind 
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for six months bc£9fe it came ' about, auit 
the i^otting matters to . rtgbts occopiid: 
ber the dthec six, so tba^t a single day oK 
re}oicmg found her business for all the" 
year round.** ' o 

« And Niel filaiie ?** ' 

<' Lived to a good old age^ drank ale 
and brandy with guests of all persuasioni^' 
played wbVg or jacobite tnnes as'b^st 
pleased his customers^ and died urortb at 
much money as married Jenny to a tatk^ 
laird. I. hope, ma^ira, yOu have no otlieir 
enquiries to make, for reaUy" — — ^ 

*• Goose- Gibbic, sir — Goose-Gftbie^ 
Whose mTTiistry was fra^igfet with sueh cdn- 
sequences to the personages of the &arra« 
tive?" ■ 

** CansTder, my dear Mm Bttsfcbody,*^ 
(I beg pardon for the familiarity,)— * but 
pray consider eren the memory of the i e^ 
nowned Scheherazade, thai Empress of 
Tale- tellers, could not preserve wery cir*- 
cumstance, I am not quite positive as to 
the fate of Gooee^^jribfoie, but ant inclined 
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to think him the same with one Gilbert 
Dudden^ alias Calf-Gibbie> who was whip- 
ped through Hamilton for stealing poul- 
try." 

Miss Buskbody now placed her left 

foot on the fender/ crossed her right leg 
over her knee, lay back on the chair^ and 
looked towards the ceiling. When I ob- 
served her assume this contemplative mood, 
I concluded she was studying some far* 
ther cross-examination, and therefore took 
my hat and wished her a hasty good* 
nightf ere the Demon of Criticism had sup- 
plied her with any more queues. In like 
manner, gentle Reader, returning you my 
thanks for the patience which has conduct* 
ed you thus far, J take the liberty to with* 
draw myself from you for th« present 
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IT was mme .eavncst wkhi wM$t comtetet 
Reader, tiiat the ^* Tales of my LaiDdUord'^ 
should lia^e ceached thiae handft in mie 
entire aftienssson of i tomes, or vDianiee; 
But.aB I iSent some fieir siore maiiuscrtpfc 
quires^ ocmtaming the: cotrtiauation of 
tiiese fi^Qst pleasaat aamlttves, I was .ap« 
prised, soisewbat uaoerenuifaioad^, by my 
pobltsbefj, . that he did aoti^pn»Te Af,no» 
vels (as be ii^urioaslycattedi these fiaiiiis* 
tories) extending beyond four volumes, 
and, if I did not agree to the first four being 
published separately, he threatened to de- 
cline the article (O, ignorance 1 as if the 
vernacular article of ouf mother English 
were capable of declensioa !) Whereopooi 
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somewhat moved by his remonstrances, and 
more by heavy charges for print and pa- 
per, which he stated to have been already 
incurred, I have resolved that these four 
volumes shall be the heralds or avant* 
couriers of the Tales which are yet in my 
possession, nothing doubting that they 
will be eagerly devoured, and the remain- 
der anxiously demanded^ by the unani- 
mous voice of a discerning public. I rest, 
esteemed Reader, thine as thou shalt con- 
iitrue me, 

Jedepiah Cleishbothabt. 

^andercloighf Nov. 15> 1S16. 
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